
   
      

 

 

  

    

   

  

Relationships with Program 
Officers 

Frederick L. Tyson, Ph.D. 

Program Director 

Genes Environment and Health Branch 

Division of Extramural Research and Training 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 

July 19, 2021 

National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 



   
      

  

     

     The black box of the NIH 

NIH Grant 
Process 

NIH 

An idea goes in, sometimes money comes out 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

National Institutes of Health 



   
      

   The Path of a Successful Application 

National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 



 
 

   
     

   

 
  

  

 
   

NIH 
Program
Officer 
Duties 

Support extramural grants, 
contracts and training with the goal 
of improving national health 

POs facilitate scientific opportunities 
• Interaction with grantees 

• Identify/Foster potential collaborations 
• Identify scientific gaps/opportunities 
• Organize workshops 
• Manage portfolio of projects 



   
      

  

 
 

  
  

 

  
 

  
  

 

  

  
  

 

  

  
   

 
 

 
  

 

  

 

 

Why is interaction with POs 
important?? 

Provide 
administrative 
and technical 
assistance to 
applicants in 

preparing and
submitting NIH 

grants. 

Serve as the 
principal liaison

between an 
investigator
and NIH at 

more general
levels 

Advise you
about an 
institute’s 
potential

enthusiasm for 
what you’re
proposing. 

Provide insight
on what 

aspects of the 
proposal or the 

research 
area/approach 
are currently 

drawing special
attention in 

study sections. 

Help craft 
responses 
to/resolve 
concerns 

identified in 
summary 

statements for 
resubmissions 

National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 



    
 

       
     

     
  

When to contact your
Program Officer?? 

Initiate contact when you have a 
reasonable draft of your aims that 
aren’t necessarily final but will support 
testing your hypothesis 



   
      

   

  

    

 
 

 
 

  

 

NIEHS Program Officers- Genes, Environment, Health 
Branch 

Associated Programs 

Autism Research 
Environmental Epigenetics 
Neurodegenerative Diseases 
Oceans and Human Health Cindy Lawler Chris Duncan Anika Fred Tyson 

Dzierlenga Genes x Environment 
Microbiome 
Environmental Epitranscriptomics 

Astrid Haugen Mike Humble Kim McAllister Jon Hollander 
National Institutes of Health 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/health/autism/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/health/envepi/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/health/neurodegenerative/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/centers/oceans/index.cfm


   
      

   
 

   

   

 

  
  

     
   

  
   

NIEHS Program Officers- Exposure, Response, and 
Technology Branch (ERTB) 

Associated Programs 

DNA Repair Research 
Environmental Exposure Research 
Nanotechnology Consortiums 
Outstanding New Environmental Scientist (ONES) 
Small Business Programs (SBIR/STTR) 
Revolutionizing Innovative, Visionary 
Environmental Health Research (RIVER) 

National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

David 
Balshaw 

Sri Nadadur Lingamanaidu V. 
Ravichandran 

Carol A. 
Shreffler 

Yuxia Cui Les Reinlib Daniel T. 
Shaughnessy 

https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/health/dna-repair/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/exposure/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/exposure/nanohealth/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/training/ones/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/translational/sbir/index.cfm
https://seek.niehs.nih.gov/texis/search/redir.html?query=RIVER&pr=internet-all&prox=page&rorder=1000&rprox=1000&rdfreq=0&rwfreq=0&rlead=250&rdepth=31&sufs=1&order=r&u=https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/training/river/index.cfm&m=3&p=0
https://seek.niehs.nih.gov/texis/search/redir.html?query=RIVER&pr=internet-all&prox=page&rorder=1000&rprox=1000&rdfreq=0&rwfreq=0&rlead=250&rdepth=31&sufs=1&order=r&u=https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/training/river/index.cfm&m=3&p=0


   
      

  

   

    

   
   

     
  

   
  

NIEHS Program Officers- Population Health Branch 

Associated Programs 

Environmental Health Sciences Core Centers 
Children's Environmental Health and Disease Prevention 
Research Centers 
Breast Cancer & the Environment Research Program 
Climate Change and Human Health Research 

Claudia Melissa M. Kimberly Gray Abee Boyles Developmental Origins of Health and Disease Thompson Smarr 

Environmental Health Science Education 

Liam O’Fallon Thaddeus T. 
Schug 

Bonnie R. 
Joubert 

National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/centers/core/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/centers/prevention/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/centers/breast-cancer/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/centers/climate/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/health/developmental/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/translational/ehsic/index.cfm


   
      

 

      

NIEHS Program Officers- Hazardous Substances Research 
Branch 

Bill Suk Danielle J. Carlin Michelle L. Heather Henry 
Heacock 

Associated Programs 

Superfund Research Program 

National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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