
“Fishing Vessel Oil Spill Response Training” – Prince William Sound 
Community College, Valdez, AK

“National PETE Consortium Member”



PWSCC 
Fishing Fleet 
Oil Spill 
Response 
Training 
Background 

• Exxon Valdez Ship (single hull) runs into a reef 
• Causing largest U.S. Oil Spill, March 24th, 1989
• 11 Million Gallons of Crude Oil  (ship held 53)
• Impacting 150 miles of shoreline – ecological 
sensitive area
• 3 years to clean-up
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• 250,000 species of seabirds lost, 3000 otters, 250 
Bald Eagles and 22 Killer whales
• 4 Human deaths during clean-up
• Collapse of the salmon & herring fisheries
• 2.8 Billion Clean-up & economic loss
• Resulted in the Oil Spill Recovery Act in 1990
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This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://circletocircle.blog/2019/03/24/exxon-valdez-30-years-later/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Alyeska Pipeline Company
Est. 1970 to design, construct & maintain a pipeline 
from the oil fields on North Slope of AK to an ice-free 
deep-water port in Valdez, AK
• As a result of Oil Spill Recovery Act of 1990 Alyeska 
Pipeline Company created Ship Escort/Response 
Vessel System (SERVS) Fishing Vessel Program
• Required by the oil discharge prevention and 
contingency plans for both Valdez Marine Terminal & 
Tankers that transport crude oil through Prince 
William Sound
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Alyeska Pipeline Company, cont.
- 800 miles of pipeline in operation for more than 45 

yrs.
- 48 inch pipe project was one of the largest 

construction projects in U.S. history
- Linefill: 9,059,057 barrels of oil (42 gals/barrel)
- Valdez Marine Terminal loads tankers & provides 

temporary storage $1.4 B to construct
- 2 load births, 14 storage tanks, 6.6 million barrels 

of crude oil
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Alyeska Pipeline Company, cont.
- Alyeska Pipeline Oil Spill Response – SERVS must 

have the equipment & personnel to recover 
300,000 barrels of oil in 72 hrs.
- 10 Escort & Response tugs
- 7 oil recovery barges
- 90 skimming units
- 40 miles of various booms
- 5 hatchery protection sites
- 400+ vessels participating in Vessel of Opportunity 

Program
- On water storage capacity 900,000 barrels
- Otter Rehabilitation Module/Hospital

Strategically located throughout PWS
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• Since 1998 Prince William Sound Community College 
(PWSCC) in Valdez, AK has assisted in Alyeska Pipelines SERVS 
Fishing vessel annual spill training for the fishing fleet.

• PWSCC training instructs fishing vessel crews in Tier I and Tier 
II fishing Vessel crews in:

* Response equipment use
* Response Tactics
* Communications
* Incident Command
* Response plans
* OSHA 10 
* HAZWOPER
* Confined Space
* Environmental Prep
* COVID Protocol and Ship Sanitation
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• 2022 PWSCC & Alyseska trained 1800 crew 
from more than 420 fishing vessels

• Training offered in indoor face-to-face and on 
water drills. (in 2021 some training converted 
to online due to COVID)

• Annual training usually offered between March 
– May of each year
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• Training is offered in six ports:
• Kodiak
• Homer
• Seward
• Whittier
• Valdez and Cordova

• Tier 1: vessel pre-contracted, pre-trained – core fleet
• Tier II: precontracted, pre-trained
• Tier III: not pre-contracted, trained as needed

• In-case of oil spill commercial fishing suspended so 
fishing fleet turn into ”first responders”
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• Fishing Vessel and Crew Capabilities
• Contain spilled oil
• Collect spilled oil
• Plan and identify sensitive habitat
• Maintain and repair equipment
• Clean boats, harbors, shorelines
• Provide logistical support
• Provide public information
• Assess damage
• Provide floating housing for marine work crews
• Transport food, equipment, and people
• Provide communications equipment and command post 

space
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• Contracted Fishing Vessels are paid by Alyeska 
Pipeline in case of a spill response

• PWSCC receives funding support from Alyeska 
Pipeline for the annual training under the SERVS 
program established under the response to the Oil 
Spill Recovery Act.

• National PETE Supports PWSCC in faculty training, 
trainer outreach support and training supplies.
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• PWSCC recently launched a new Occupational 
Endorsement Certificate (OEC) in Natural Resources 
Technician program – Intense 12 week experience 
for entry level positions – Free for HS Jrs & Srs.
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Kirk J. Laflin, Executive Director
National Partnership for Environmental Technology 
Education (NPETE)
584 Main Street
South Portland, ME  04106
Tel: (207)771-9020
Email: klaflin@maine.rr.com

mailto:klaflin@maine.rr.com
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