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Harvard MEMCARE 
Superfund Center Goals 

Working with pregnant people 
and parents:
• Identify community concerns 

around metals exposures and 
remediation opportunities

• Conduct community science 
to assess exposures to 
multiple metals

• Engage the community in an 
intervention to reduce metals 
exposures to improve health



• Roxbury 
(Massachusetts)

• Urban partner
• Dimock Community 

Health Center
• Contamination of 

neighborhood soil—
air pollution

• Possible water 
contaminants due to 
older housing 
stock/pipes

• San Luis Valley 
(Colorado)

• Rural partner
• Head Water Alliance
• San Luis Valley 

Ecosystem Council
• Rio Grande Hospital 

and Clinics
• Mining community 

with water 
contamination

• Soil contamination

Community Profiles



Moving from research to
translation to implementation

• Understand 
communities’ 
concerns

• Identify the barriers 

• Leverage resources

• Identify key 
stakeholders that 
could help facilitate 
change



From research to
translation

Understanding communities’ 
concerns and co-developing 
solutions: 

• Clinical information sheets

• Social media information 
distribution

• Podcasts

• Environmental Racism Story Map



Identifying barriers and co-designing solutions: 
• Listening + community science
• Hybrid model of effectiveness + implementation
• Qualitative + quantitative methods
• Environmental health literacy

From translation to implementation



From translation to implementation: evaluating 
awareness and uptake of information

Identifying key stakeholders that 
could help implement effective 
change: 

• Health care professionals

• Adult community members and 
organizations

• Youth community members and 
organizations
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