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Wayne State University (WSU) rests on 

Waawiyaataanong, also referred to as Detroit, the 

ancestral and contemporary homeland of the Three Fires 

Confederacy. These sovereign lands were granted by the 

Ojibwe, Odawa, Potawatomi, and Wyandot nations, in 

1807, through the Treaty of Detroit. WSU affirms 

Indigenous sovereignty and honors all tribes with a 

connection to Detroit. With our Native neighbors, WSU 

can advance educational equity and promote a better 

future for the earth and all people.



Partnerships in Environmental Public Health • 2024

Project 1 - Green stormwater infrastructure Informed Urban Groundwater 

Monitoring Networks





Partnerships in Environmental Public Health • 2024

Project 2 -  Human Exposure Routes and Health Risks from Volatile Organic 

Compounds (VOCs) in Urban Areas 

Project 1 • Field Study

Project 2 • Sensing/Remediation Study

Project 3 • Zebrafish Model

Project 4 • Placental Mammal Model

Project 5 • Human Population Study



Partnerships in Environmental Public Health • 2024

Project 2 -  Human Exposure Routes and Health Risks from Volatile Organic 

Compounds (VOCs) in Urban Areas 



Partnerships in Environmental Public Health • 2024

1. Identify goals and audience for partnership products

2. Start conversations early with instructors to be clear 
about expectations and timelines

3. Project Liaison should be clear and responsive in 
communication with student teams

4. Co-negotiate use of platforms and tools that 
undergraduate students can access

5. Root the products in rigorous theory and research

6. Ensure the products are Informed by community 
needs and concerns

7. Schedule adequate opportunities for feedback and 
revision

8. Plan clear strategy for distribution of products; 
what’s next?

9. Have fun! ☺

Takeaways for Meaningful Partnership



Thank you ☺

Email: Rahul.mitra@wayne.edu

Many thanks to Brendan F. O’Leary, Colleen Linn, 

Carol Miller, Lyke T. Thompson, and several others
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