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Climate Change Influences on Health 





Building Community Resilience 
Health Resilience 



 
Community Resilience Basics 

 
• Community resilience and particularly community health 

resilience has emerged as a priority goal from the 
national to local levels in recognition of the fact that after 
a disaster, a community should focus on returning to 
functionality and prosperity as quickly as possible 

• Over the last several years, there have been a number 
of public-private sector collaborative initiatives 
undertaken by national, state, and local governments 
with stakeholders which have used an approach that 
has bought together public and private sector and non-
profit stakeholders to identify the community’s collective 
needs to prepare for, respond to, and recover from an 
emergency event, and determine what capabilities are 
required to be resilient for all-hazards events 
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Community Health Resilience— 
Emerging Component of Overall Resilience 

Resilience means the ability to prepare for and adapt to changing 
conditions and withstand and recover rapidly from disruptions. 
Resilience includes the ability to withstand and recover from deliberate 
attacks, accidents, or naturally occurring threats or incidents.1  

1Based on resilience definition in the Presidential Policy Directive on Critical Infrastructure Security and 

Resilience (PPD-21) 

People fleeing New Orleans Post-Katrina 



Community Health Resilience Toolset: 
Overview 

What is it? 
 
• Collaborative project, involving both public and private-sector partners,  
      to strengthen and enhance community health resilience across the Nation 
 
• Community Health Resilience-related resources to assist communities 
     maintain or improve health resilience for man-made and environmental 
     disasters to include the effects of Climate Change 

• During steady-state conditions 
• During and after a disaster 
 

• Efforts are guided by a National Stakeholder Group of key practitioners 
     and representatives from sectors, disciplines, or functional areas with  
     roles or responsibilities in assuring health and human care 

• Stakeholder Group represents: 
• Federal, State, Regional, Tribal and Local Governments 
• The Private Sector and Educational Institutions 
• Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) 

 

 



Community Health Resilience Toolset: 
Guide and Toolkit 

The CHRI Guide and Toolkit provide users with a comprehensive overview of the 
 many elements and characteristics of holistic community health resilience 
 
• So what does it help with?? 

• As a planning template to develop or enhance public health and organizational 
      preparedness, response, mitigation, and recovery/continuity plans 
• As a means to engage the broad stakeholder base toward community health resilience; 
      to provide a high-level checklist of community health resilience capabilities 
• To learn about community health resilience best practices that public/private-sector 
      and non-profit organizations have or are developing 
• To access policy and educational resources to provide information in specialty areas such 
      as Geriatric/Elder and Pediatric/Children’s disaster resilience issues 
• To help identify and point toward actions to improve community health resilience 
      under steady-state conditions and during emergencies 
• To train and enhance strategic and operational needs and actions necessary for 
       building health-resilient communities and organizations 



Additional Work Related to the CHRI 
• Based on Stakeholder input regarding specialized areas of Health Resilience,  
     OHA developed and leads the following International Groups 
 

• Pediatric/Children’s Disaster Resilience Group (120 members) 
 
• Geriatric/Elder Disaster Resilience Group (70 members) 

 

• Psychosocial Disaster Resilience Group (40 members) 
 

•   Group calls occur every 45 to 60 days from 11:00 to 12:30 eastern 
•   Two to three presenters/call 
•   Presentations are on topics/work related to operational disaster resilience 
•   Major goals are to inform colleagues, generate collaborations and provide tools 
   
Participants include Federal, State and Local governments, the Private Sector, NGO’s  
And Educational Institutions.  
Most States are now represented to include Alaska and Hawaii 
Canada is now participating 
 

 
TO JOIN: SEND ME AN EMAIL  
JEFFREY.STIEFEL1@HQ.DHS.GOV 



Community Health Resilience Website 
 

 
 
 

http:chri.inl.gov 













QUESTIONS? 
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