
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEPH Webinar Series 
The Partnerships for 
Environmental Public Health 
(PEPH) program established 
the PEPH Webinar Series to 
promote interactions among 
PEPH grantees and to increase 
awareness of common issues 
and approaches. The webinars 
facilitate consideration of 
emerging issues. While the 
primary audience is grantees 
within the PEPH network, 
anyone interested in 
environmental public health is 
welcome to participate. 
 
If you have any questions about 
this webinar, please contact 
Liam O’Fallon 
(ofallon@niehs.nih.gov, 
919-541-7733). 
 
Accommodations for 
Disabilities: 
Individuals with disabilities who 
need accommodation to 
participate in this event should 
contact Liam O’Fallon 
(ofallon@niehs.nih.gov, 
919-541-7733). TTY users 
should contact the Federal TTY 
Relay Service at 800-877-8339. 
Requests should be made at 
least 5 business days in 
advance of the event. 
 
Upcoming Webinar 

Citizen Science (March 24) 

PEPH Webinar 
 

Risk Communication: Addressing the Needs of Your Community 
March 20, 2015, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. EDT 
To participate, please see Webinar Information below. 
 
Description: Communicating risk to the public is important for mitigating existing exposures or 
preventing future exposures that may adversely affect health. However, communicating 
effectively requires using appropriate methods and techniques. Scientists and communication 
specialists have been examining the impact that different types of risk communication have 
played in real and perceived public health risks in order to guide translational efforts. Such 
research has identified optimal approaches for how messages can be communicated to achieve 
the desired results. This webinar features two investigators from the NIEHS-funded Deepwater 
Horizon Research Consortium who have developed communication approaches for at-risk 
populations in the context of disaster events. They will discuss approaches for building trust and 
respect with research partners, creating culturally sensitive communications, and delivering 
actionable risk messages to individuals and communities. 
 
Communicating Risk / Determining Risk: Developing Multi-Lateral Communication Mechanisms 
with At-Risk and High-Risk Populations 
David Abramson, Ph.D., M.P.H., New York University 
 

Risk communication with vulnerable and at-risk populations in advance of a 
disaster, in its immediate aftermath, and during phases of long-term recovery 
requires attention to both the communication mechanisms and messages. 
This presentation will describe a CDC-funded project that developed and 
tested a multi-lateral and multi-level communication mechanism with a 
number of high-risk populations – homebound elderly, suburban HIV/AIDS 
patients, urban teenagers, and undocumented immigrants – that leveraged 

local health departments, community-based organizations, and a Spanish-speaking public 
broadcast network to create a communication feedback loop. Risk communication is only 
effective if it is heard, understood, actionable, and sensitive to the context in which it is delivered. 
Presenter David Abramson is an Associate Professor of Public Health at New York University; the 
founder-director of its program on Population Impacts, Recovery, and Resiliency; and a Co-
Investigator of one of the NIEHS-funded Deepwater Horizon Research Consortium projects, the 
Women and Their Children’s Health (WaTCH) Study, in partnership with the LSU School of Public 
Health. 
 
Developing Respectful Community-Academic Relationships Fosters More Effective Risk (and 
Science) Communication 
Jeffrey Wickliffe, Ph.D., Tulane University 
 

Translating the results of increasingly complex and jargon-laden research into 
information the lay public can understand is difficult. While much of the 
information produced by the basic biomedical, theoretical, or physical 
sciences may not need to be communicated to the general public, this is not 
true of the applied public health sciences, which lie at the confluence of 
research, practice, and service. Poor messaging can foster mistrust, as well as 
a general devaluing of the scientific enterprise. Taking time to build 

respectful relationships based on genuine dialogue and the fair exchange of information has 
proven successful in Tulane’s efforts to communicate its research findings from community-based 
and community-partnered projects. 
 
Webinar Information: 
Go to the webinar’s Adobe Connect Meeting Room (https://webmeeting.nih.gov/peph) and enter as a 
Guest. Type in your full name and click the Enter Room button. You then will be prompted about calling in. 
Click on dial-out and enter your phone number, including “1” and the area code. You then will receive a call 
from the webinar room to join. 
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