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Introduction: How this project started



- ARGUMENT AT PUBLIC MEETING 2010

“We’re here to talk about the asbestos.”

“No, I thought you were here to talk about 
protecting the community.” 





Methods
Immersion 

Resident interviews conducted by community members

Oral histories

Film

Theater



Telling stories

Event centered

Reveals context

Experience centered

Enter the world of the story being told

Creates an experience for the audience

Engages emotion



Telling stories

Stories as speech acts
◦ Transform

◦ Heal

◦ Imagine the future

◦ Co-creation



Telling stories
Stories as cultural artifacts





Multi-media materials

Website

Exhibit

Booklet

Newspaper insert

The White Hills of Ambler



Website:
reachambler.sciencehistory.org

https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/


Mapping Ambler



Articles, remembrances, images



Booklet
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Impact





Impact: Lives on
• University of Pennsylvania Superfund Research Program (SRP)

• Center for Applied History: How do we create the grounds for dialogue using scholarship and 
primary sources like these? Public Programs: 
• Pick Your Own Path First Fridays, History Lab Program, Philadelphia Science Festival 

•Oral History Collection available at local Historical Society

•Programming at Local High School (science, theater, art, history, environment classes)

• Undergraduate classes: using oral histories

• EPA conversations at other sites, call for use of these materials internally



Additional resources
● collaboration: http://www.workingknowledgeps.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/WKPS_PriceAgreement_PDF_Interactive.pdf

● dialogue: 
○ https://ncph.org/history-at-work/science-history-institutes-history-lab/
○ http://www.americananthropologist.org/2018/10/23/cities-and-urban-planning-missing-dialogues/

● findings: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953616305871

● how-to guide: https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/for-communities

● access the materials / materials for classrooms: https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/materials-for-classrooms

● (article about the aims and impact of the project and play is underway)

http://www.workingknowledgeps.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/WKPS_PriceAgreement_PDF_Interactive.pdf
https://ncph.org/history-at-work/science-history-institutes-history-lab/
http://www.americananthropologist.org/2018/10/23/cities-and-urban-planning-missing-dialogues/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953616305871
https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/for-communities
https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/materials-for-classrooms
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