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Introduction: How this project started
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“We’'re here to talk about the asbestos.”

“No, | thought you were here to talk about
protecting the community.”

- ARGUMENT AT PUBLIC MEETING 2010
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Methods

Immersion

Resident interviews conducted by community members
Oral histories

Film

Theater




Telling stories

Event centered

Reveals context

Experience centered

Enter the world of the story being told

Creates an experience for the audience

Engages emotion



Telling stories

Stories as speech acts
o Transform

o Heal

> Imagine the future
o Co-creation



Telling stories

Stories as cultural artifacts




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94aVCER jQO&list=PL38BrsESnloKYM4RIEfSUZzX]IGYEG6ftT&index
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REACH Ambler

INTERVIEWEE: Ruth Weeks

Stephanie Moman

INTERVIEWER: Lee Berry

Britt Dahlberg

LOCATION:

Weeks Home
Philadelphia, PA

DATE:

14 August 2014

BERRY: This is an oral history interview being conducted on August 14th, 2014, for the
REACH Ambler Project. The interview is being conducted by Lee Berry with Ruth Weeks, and
that's W-E-E-K-S, right, Ruth?

WEEKS: Yes.

BERRY: And do you prefer Ruth or Ruthie?

WEEKS: Either one. Most people call me Ruthie, though.

Jack DelConte

M-0-M-A-N. Thanks, everybody, for coming to sit down and talk about Ambler,
[Pennsylvania] today. I really appreciate you taking the time. Ruthie, I wanted to start by asking
P ‘D 0:03 /0:27 you about your background. Can you tell me your date of birth and the place you were bom?

WEEKS: Iwas bom December [ | I was bom in Nomistown, Pennsylvania, because that
was the hospital that anybody [who] lived in Ambler or anywhere, that's what we used. It was V¢
the Sacred Heart Hospital. fZVs

Ambler: Jack DelConte - Growing up in South Ambler

BERRY: And your parents were living in Ambler at the time. Is that right?

WEEKS: Yes.
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Play & Discussion

The Whit e
e e g
starring Brandon Pierce, Dan Mcglaughiin,

Mountains e vear, an Lesie Nevon Holden

directed by David O'Connor
pmducedb:y Bill D'Agostino Mary Runs to the Wreck
frman
N et e,
e Marcia Ferguson, Dan Mcglaughlin, Amy Frear,

and Leslie Nevon Holden
The Hill
by Bill DAgostino Revitalized
starring Charmira Nelson and Marcia Ferguson by Quinn D.
starring Charmira Nelson, Brandon Pierce,
The Spirit of Ambler and Leslie Nevon Holden
by Jacqueline Goldfinger
starring Dan McGlaughlin, Amy Frear, Someone Else’s Life
and Leslie Nevon Holden by David Robson
starring Marcia Ferguson and Amy Frear
The Fire’s Claim
by Mark Costello Please stay after the
starring Charmira Nelson and Leslie Nevon Holden performance for a talkback:




Multi-media materials

Website
Exhibit
Booklet

Newspaper insert

The White Hills of Ambler



Website:
reachambler.sciencehistory.org
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https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/

Mapping Ambler
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FAKE A TOUR OF AMBILER'S PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.
CLICK ON A MARKFR BELOW TO VIEW IMAGFS, HEAR STORIFES, AND WATCH VIDFO.
OR CLICK HERF TO EXPLORE THE MAP IN FULL SCREEN.
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Articles, remembrances, i es

_JANUARY 25.1979 A \lonlgomery Newspaper . 25 CENTS x | KEASBEY & MATTISON FOOTBALL TEAM OF 1914

PA: No Hazard
From White Mis

MARGE mxv M: George: SaurmalL who, with  Valley Chamber of Comumerce.

B s e council, has been disturbed Richard J. Pasior, W’“hm
Regional ives of the US. mmmwmmwuaer gram Officer of EPA's Office o

Environmental Protection Agency people from moving fo the area, a lergv\m Relations, explained,

meeting was held Friday aflernoon to “Jt was ot EPA's intent to cause the

lrylnpmmmlmstwymumbl« xind of concern which resulted from its

tolive. pﬂre!uu.‘mndeaszummo(

Anendm] the meeting were _cur headquarters in Washington. We

rq:semus cl FPA, the stale pever intended that the release should

Ambler’s waste piles were

Resources tDER) a waﬁn of hazardous.”
Certain-teed Products,

s 3
.tative of IMS, one of Lte llrm ROBEKT L. ALLEN, chief of EPA’s
employers in Ambler, memmnlry regional Hazardous Materials Branch.

Planning Commission, -the - assured Mayor Saurman that “with
wanted otoriely. - borough planners, and Norman Scott, what information we have today, we
Armmvmmnum mm-emumwmmum ® Please turn to Page 4




Booklet
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. Closing reception, Sunday, April 28th-5:30-7: 30
The Ambler Theaer’s “Film Now"” HSFilm
Competition Screeningwillbe held earlierinthe

| day(4-5:30pm).There’sa chancea GAfilm

focusing on Ambler might be invoived.

; Cellini Gallery
113 Poplar Street, 2nd floor
Ambler, PA 15002




Impact: Lives on

* University of Pennsylvania Superfund Research Program (SRP)

* Center for Applied History: How do we create the grounds for dialogue using scholarship and
primary sources like these? Public Programs:
* Pick Your Own Path First Fridays, History Lab Program, Philadelphia Science Festival

*Oral History Collection available at local Historical Society
*Programming at Local High School (science, theater, art, history, environment classes)

» Undergraduate classes: using oral histories

* EPA conversations at other sites, call for use of these materials internally



Additional resources

L coIIa boration: http://www.workingknowledgeps.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/WKPS PriceAgreement PDF Interactive.pdf
e dialogue:

O  https://ncph.org/history-at-work/science-history-institutes-history-lab/
O  http://mww.americananthropologist.org/2018/10/23/cities-and-urban-planning-missing-dialogues/

findi NES: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953616305871
how-to gUidEZ https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/for-communities
access the materials / materials for classrooms: nttps:ireachambier.sciencehistory.org/materials-for-classrooms

(article about the aims and impact of the project and play is underway)



http://www.workingknowledgeps.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/WKPS_PriceAgreement_PDF_Interactive.pdf
https://ncph.org/history-at-work/science-history-institutes-history-lab/
http://www.americananthropologist.org/2018/10/23/cities-and-urban-planning-missing-dialogues/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953616305871
https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/for-communities
https://reachambler.sciencehistory.org/materials-for-classrooms
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