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Who we are
 
Columbia University has two environmental health science centers since 1998: 
◦ Center for Environmental Health in Northern Manhattan (CEHNM: Outreach Core is COEC) 

◦ Columbia Center for Children’s Environmental Health (CCCEH: Outreach Core is COTC) 

Both centers’ research focuses on: 
◦ Diseases—asthma, neurodevelopment problems, and cancer 

◦ Exposures—allergens, energy byproducts (PAH, black carbon), pesticides, and heavy metals 

Both centers have partnered with We Act for Environmental Justice (WEACT) to create bi­
directional communication and education about environmental health and justice. 

WE!CT’s environmental concerns focus on: 
◦ Sustainable & Equitable land use 

◦ Open and green spaces 

◦ Food Justice 

◦ Toxic free products 

◦ Waste, pests and pesticide reduction 

◦ Affordable, equitable transit 

◦ Clean Air Quality and Climate Change 

We share our Centers’ outreach budget with WE!CT, and work with volunteer community 
advisory boards. 



    
     

   

    

   

     
    

  

  

    

    

Healthy Homes Activities
 
- Community studies of IPM, Asthma/Air Pollution, and Clean Heat 

- Healthy Home, Healthy Child Campaign 

- Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative I & II 

- NYC Healthy Homes Summit 

- WE ACT for Healthy Homes Campaign 
◦ Asthma Free Homes Coalition – Asthma Free Homes Bill (Intro 385 A) 

◦ Stand for Tenant Safety Coalition – Reform Department of Buildings 

◦ WE ACT for Healthy Homes Working Group 

- WE !CT’s Environmental Health and Justice Leadership Training (EHJLT)
	

- WE !CT for Environmental Justice’s Environmental Health Report Card for Northern Manhattan
	



     
    

 
  

   

    
 

 
 

     
  

   

    
  

Healthy Homes Research by
 
COEC, COTC and WEACT
 

David Evans compared IPM with sprayed pest control in 
300 public housing apartments and found IPM reduced 
cockroach counts and allergen levels in dust. 

Matt Perzanowski studied 240 children in high and low 
asthma prevalence neighborhoods. They linked ⬆ outdoor 
black carbon (BC) exposure levels to ⬆️ indoor BC levels to 
⬆inflammation in children. 

Diana Hernández is studying 60 apartments to see impact 
of switching from #6 oil to cleaner fuel on indoor air 
pollution and resident’s perception or air quality; 

David Evans, Peggy Shepard & David Chang are studying
 
resilience in public housing residents affected by Sandy.
 



    
     

  
   

   

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Evolution of our 
Healthy Home, Healthy Child Campaign 
Our initial strategy was conduct educational campaigns in community about known risks, and to 
use focus groups, surveys and town hall meetings to assess community concerns. 
◦		Our materials were focused on specific toxics and were densely informative 

◦		Community members were confused and frustrated at the number of toxicants and materials about 

each one.
 

We then developed a holistic approach to our educational materials and campaigns, focusing on themes 
of healthy habits that together would protect against most toxic exposures. 

◦		Green cleaning 

◦		Clean indoor air 

◦		Eat fresh 

◦		Toxic free shopping 

◦		Reduce stress 

◦		Create change 



   

 
 

 

Early campaign materials
 
In the first years of our Healthy Home, 
Healthy Child campaign, we created tip sheets 
that were informative, but much too wordy. 



  
  

 
   

 
     

 
 

Holistic Campaign
 
Materials
 

We worked with our Community Advisory 
Board to identify and simplify key messages. 

A design group made attractive pictures and 
layout, and we tested the materials with our 
CAB and in focus groups. 



     
  

  
 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

Evolution and challenges of our 
CenterCommunity interactions 
In addition to the Healthy Home, Healthy Child campaign, we have 
worked together on projects to: 
◦ Assess community concerns 

◦ Develop community action campaigns to address them 

◦ Offer Environmental Health and Justice Leadership training to community 

residents
 
◦ Develop a membership model at WEACT 

◦ Engage members and Center researchers in lobbying activity at the city, state 
and Federal levels.   



     
 

  

 
 

  
 

 

Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative I
 
WEACT received funding from EPA to establish a coalition of 50+ 
organizations to assess community environmental concerns. 

In 4 communities we surveyed residents, held public meetings to 
assess and rank priorities. 

The chief concerns of residents were: 
◦ Garbage and waste management 

◦ Pests and pesticides 



     
 

 

  

  
 

 
  

 

Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative II
 
A second grant from EPA funded three projects to address 
these concerns: 

1.	 A composting project to reduce waste at the WHEELS high 
school in Northern Manhattan 

2.	 Workshops for staff and residents in waste management in a 
large apartment complex 

3.	 A campaign to persuade store owners in two neighborhoods to 
manage waste better in collaboration with the Dept. of 
Sanitation. 



      
    
    

   
  

    
 

   
 

 
   

    
   

The NYC Healthy Homes Summit (2014) 
- Summit served as launching event to support the 
WE ACT for Healthy Homes Campaign 

- 320 attendees made up of researchers, activists, elected 
officials, advocates, tenants, and high school youth 

- 80 speakers who work at intersection between housing 
and health 

-	Event highlights: 
◦		speech by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy 

◦		a keynote address by commissioner of the NYC Department of 

Housing Preservation and Development (HPD)
 

- Online publication of Environmental Justice journal found 
at: http://www.weact.org/resources_hhsummit 

http://www.weact.org/resources_hhsummit
http://www.weact.org/resources_hhsummit
http://www.weact.org/resources_hhsummit


      

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

WE ACT for Healthy Homes Campaign
 

Campaign Priorities: 

◦ Pass the Asthma Free Homes Bill (Intro 385-A/B) 

as part of the Asthma Free Homes coalition
 

◦ Ensure healthy and affordable housing for all 

moderate & low income New Yorkers
 

◦ Protect our homes from mold and toxins 



    
   

 

    

     

      

    

   

    

 
  

  

  

Asthma Free Homes Coalition 
Intro 385A/B – Asthma Free Housing Act, 2015 

◦ Prioritize prevention measures in homes of susceptible persons – those diagnosed with asthma, COPD, or lung cancer 

◦ Require landlords to inspect for Indoor Allergen Hazards and correct them and their causes using approved methods 

◦ Require NYC HPD to inspect for Indoor Allergen Hazards and their causes, and issue appropriate violations 

◦ In homes of susceptible people, require HPD to correct violations for Indoor Allergen Hazards where landlords fail to do so promptly 

◦ Create a system for physician referrals for housing inspections by the City for patients with asthma 

◦ Codify safe and effective work practices for remediation of mold hazards 

Link to fact sheet: 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/weact/pages/389/attachments/original/1438716307/Asthma_Fact_Sheet_Updated_4.29.2015docx.pdf 
?1438716307 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/weact/pages/389/attachments/original/1438716307/Asthma_Fact_Sheet_Updated_4.29.2015docx.pdf?1438716307
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/weact/pages/389/attachments/original/1438716307/Asthma_Fact_Sheet_Updated_4.29.2015docx.pdf?1438716307
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/weact/pages/389/attachments/original/1438716307/Asthma_Fact_Sheet_Updated_4.29.2015docx.pdf?1438716307
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/weact/pages/389/attachments/original/1438716307/Asthma_Fact_Sheet_Updated_4.29.2015docx.pdf?1438716307


      
  

  
 

 

    
 

 
 
  

 

  

  

 
 

  

  

Stand for Tenant Safety (STS) Coalition 
Reform the Department of Buildings (DOB) to respond to tenants who report 
violations/harassment 

- STS – a coalition of community-based organizations, legal service agencies and 
tenant advocates who are working to document instances of “construction as 
harassment” and protect tenants; 

- STS introduced a 12 bill legislative package that includes the following: 

◦ Requires DOB to inspect at risk buildings 

◦ Create a list of contractors found guilty of working without a permit 

◦ Require DOB oversight for tenant protection 

◦ Create an inter-agency task force between DOB, HPD, Department of Health 
(DOH), and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to address tenant 
concerns 

◦ Create a real time enforcement unit within DOB to respond to violations 

◦ Link to platform: http://www.standfortenantsafety.com/sts-dob-platform 

http://www.standfortenantsafety.com/sts-dob-platform
http://www.standfortenantsafety.com/sts-dob-platform
http://www.standfortenantsafety.com/sts-dob-platform
http://www.standfortenantsafety.com/sts-dob-platform
http://www.standfortenantsafety.com/sts-dob-platform


       
   

    
 

  

  
 

 

       
  

 

  
    

  

   
 

 

WE ACT for Healthy Homes –
 
member working group
 

-	WE ACT membership program: cost = $25/year 
◦		Vision members – residents who don’t live in Northern 


Manhattan and volunteer annually
 

◦		ACTion members – residents who live and/or work in Northern 
Manhattan and attend membership orientation/campaign 
meetings 

-	Healthy Homes Working Group – Moving Forward (2016) 
◦		ACTion Members 

◦		Meet quarterly (tentative) 

◦		Receive updates on WE ACT involvement in coalitions and
 
attend events related to lobbying, giving testimony,
 
drafting/revising bills
 

◦		Design initiatives that fall under Healthy Homes Campaign 

priorities
 



    
    

  
 

 

    
    

     

   
  

    

        

  

   

         

 

 
  

     

Environmental Health and
 
Justice Leadership Training (EHJLT)
 

A training program for ACTion members to learn about different health 
indicators in the community 

◦ Interactive 10 week course that runs 2x a year 
◦ Spring 2015– graduated 21 members 

◦ Fall 2015 – graduated 17 members 

◦ Modules related to Healthy Homes 
◦ Healthy Indoor Environments 

◦ Introduction to indoor air pollution, asthma triggers, solid waste 

◦ Guest Presenter – Diana Hernandez, PhD Mailman School of Public Health 

◦ Toxic Free Products 

◦ Introduction to toxic household cleaners and toys 

◦ Guest Presenter – Ansje Miller, Eastern States Director for Center for Environmental Health 

◦ Moving Forward (2016) 
◦ Spring cohort – adults 

◦ Fall cohort – high school students (new) 



      
       

     

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 

 

  

    

  

    

 

  

  

  

 

    

   

  

  

 

 

  

WE !CT for Environmental Justice’s 
Environmental Health Report Card for Northern Manhattan 

Report Card that displays public agency data compiled around health indicators and community perceptions to health indicators 

- Last report came out in 2011 NYC DOHMH Environmental & Health Data Portal 

- 2 grades 
- Public Agency 
- Community Surveys 

- Indicators related to Healthy Homes 
- Indoor Air Quality 
- Lead Poisoning 
- Solid Waste 

- Next Steps 
- Add new community survey data from 2015 
- Add updated community health profile data from 
DOHMH 2016 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc­
health-profiles.shtml
 

PROBLEM Community Board 10 

(Central Harlem) 

New York City Public Grade 

Exposure to 

Secondhand Smoke at 

Home 

23.3% 23.5% 

B+Adults Reporting 

Mold in the Home 

9.1% 9.5% 

Cracks or Holes in the 

Home 

24.1% 15.7% 

Survey Data collected in Central Harlem 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc-health-profiles.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc-health-profiles.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc-health-profiles.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc-health-profiles.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc-health-profiles.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc-health-profiles.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/data/nyc-health-profiles.shtml
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