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Pediatric Environmental Health 
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Greater Boston and San 
Francisco Bay Area Physicians 
for Social Responsibility, UCSF 
Pediatric Environmental Health 





Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit 
Network



Parental Concern vs. 
Pediatrician Advice
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pediatrician advises

often

parents worry "a lot"

Stickler GB, Simmons PS.,  Clin Pediatr 1995 



Providers Attitudes and Practice on 
Environmental Health

Huntsman Cancer 

Institute

Dana Farber 

Cancer Institute

California Childhood 

Leukemia Study Sites

Zachek et al. J Pediatr Hematol Oncol 2015



Environmental Exposures as Contributors
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In your opinion, are environmental exposures 
important contributors to childhood cancer? 

Strongly agree or
agree

Neutral

Disagree or
strongly disagree

Zachek et al. J Pediatr Hematol Oncol 2015
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As part of your patient’s history, do you collect information on 
potential exposures to any of the following external factors?  

Zachek et al. J Pediatr Hematol Oncol 2015

Only 6% had training on 

environmental history



Knowledge Gap

• 89% report getting 
questions from families

• ~ ½ uncomfortable 

discussing environmental 

exposures

• 92% would find it helpful 

to have information about 

environmental exposures 

Zachek et al. J Pediatr Hematol Oncol 2015



Publications don’t reach the 
clinical community

• Two-year review of American Society of Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology Annual Meeting abstracts

• 569 abstracts reviewed

– 8.1% dealt with causation 

– Only 1% mentioned environmental risk factors

• Overall literature: 57 papers published
– Environmental Health Perspectives, American Journal of 

Epidemiology, Cancer Epidemiology, Cancer Causes & 
Control, etc.



Story of Health 
with permission

https://wspehsu.ucsf.edu



Story of Health with permission



Story of Health with permission



A very high white blood count results in referral 
to specialist/hospitalization

Paintings by Susan Macfarlane used with 
permission. Special thanks to Dr. Geoffrey Farrer-
Brown and Euan MacKay











ACOG encourages preconception care and have 
supported inclusion of occupational and 
environmental health education during these 
visits.

Image: Story of Health
Centers for Disease Control

https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/5.6.13chemicalexposures.pdf



Over 7,500 Individuals Registered 
Representing over 16,000 hours of CME 

CME survey  N > 550

I will be able to apply the knowledge gained from this 
activity to my practice. 87 – 91%

I will be able to apply the knowledge/skills gained from 
this activity to develop strategies/provide 
interventions.   87 – 93%

I will be able to apply the knowledge gained from this 
activity to improve performance.     83 – 90%

Do you anticipate barriers applying this knowledge? 
NO = 92 – 98%
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ISCHE - member’s update – winter 2015 
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CE Nurse.com

BU Superfund Newsletter

Toxipedia

Grey is Green e-News

Region 9 EPA posting

CHE partners call
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www.peht.ucsf.edu

https://peht.ucsf.edu/






















WSPEHSU.UCSF.EDU

https://wspehsu.ucsf.edu/
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