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Recurring themes and gaps
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Lessons Learned 2002
• Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) guidance should be enhanced. 
• OSHA needs to update the policy under which the 

agency operates in declared disasters and OSHA 
must become an active participant in the National 
Terrorism Preparedness Program. 

• Response should be conducted in full compliance 
with the Hazardous Waste Cleanup and Emergency 
Response standard at 29 CFR 1910.120 and 40 CFR 
311.

• Applicable worker protection standards must be 
enforced. 

• Command, control, communications, and coordination 
should be improved. 

• An effective injury/illness surveillance system should 
be established. 

• Skilled Support Personnel need better protection.
• Training input needs to be continuous.
• Rigorous peer review process should be applied.



Where do we go from here?

• Community preparedness
• Risk communication
• Responder safety and health
• Post disaster recovery and transition



WTP Action steps

Create partnerships that work

Increase capacity building

Apply comprehensive approaches 

Analyze iterative and innovative practices

Apply the precautionary principle

Develop topic specific grantee working groups
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