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Farmer John Meatpacking Plant 

• May 2020: Outbreak in ham-
boning department, 153 
workers contract COVID-19 

• Company only provided 
masks and face shields, 
installed barriers after 
workers got sick

• “We need to feel safe on the 
job and we do not” 
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LA Apparel 

• June 2020: 300+ workers 
test positive for COVID, 4 die

• Workers not informed of 
cases by supervisors

• Piece rate payment system; 
fear of retaliation 

• County Health Department 
closes plant on June 27
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Number of COVID Cases (Employees) at Active LA County Worksite Outbreaks, 
by Industry/Sector, Jul-Dec 2020
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LA County Public Health Council Model  
Public Health Councils

• Groups of workers trained to monitor compliances with 
County Health Officer Orders (HOO) at their worksites.

Certified Worker and Community-Based Organizations
• Third-party organizations certified by DPH to serve as the 

intermediary between public heath councils and DPH.*

* Certified worker and community-based organizations will:
● Assist public health councils to understand public health orders and guidance● Provide technical assistant to public health councils to identify non-compliance
● Help public health councils prepare reports and documentation to submit to DPH

LA County Dept. of Public Health (DPH)
• Collaborates with third-party organizations to address 

reports of non-compliance at worksites.

Training and Support 
Organizations

• Provide training 
technical 
assistance, and 
other support to 
public health 
councils, certified 
worker orgs, and 
DPH.



Certifying Worker 
Organizations
12-hour Train-the-Trainer Course for 
participating worker organizations 
and staff interfacing with Public 
Health Councils





THANK YOU!
Reach out! 
aberliner@SoCalCOSH.com
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