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TRU-Net: 
Trainers & Researchers  United Network

Purpose: 
Connecting Training and Research to advance r2p by 

formalizing the link between safety and health 

researchers and trainers in order to give both groups 

ready access to each other's experience and expertise. 

NIOSH's National 
Construction Center

One of the largest construction 
safety & health training systems



Goals

Improve the quality and relevance of health and 
safety research and advance the use of research-
based solutions in the field by:

Expanding the role of trainers and trainees in 
research.

Encouraging trainers to identify existing and 
emerging safety and health concerns (p2r).

Raising awareness and supporting adoption of 
research findings (r2p).



TRU-Net - Informal & Formal Components

Formal: Contributing to & 
Assisting with Research

Informal: Online Forum for 
Trainers & Researchers



Online Forum Purpose

• Ask questions, suggest research ideas, find out about 
new research, training, and ways to become involved

Online Forum Developments

• Surveyed trainers on use of forum

• Revised the Forum to address trainer concerns,
increase use, and expand reach

• Re-launched and promoting participation - emails
announcing posts, new materials for trainers, outreach
to researchers
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Add slides with screen shots



Formal: New Research

• Work with researchers, review and field surveys, help
interpret results, and evaluate new materials, tools, and
work practices

Noise Project

• Testing  approach, reach and document research protocol 
• Gathering information on awareness of the hazard,

training and challenges, and use of controls



TRU-Net –Formal Noise Research

Trainer Survey

• 9 unions; 1,200 trainers; 21% response rate

• Analyzed and shared results with Trainers, 

NIOSH and OSHA

Trainer Support  -- Workers Survey

• 7 Unions;  49 Trainers;  5,674 surveys distributed

• 4,195 completed surveys/74% response rate



TRU-Net: Noise Research

Contribution to r2p & p2r 

•Developing new noise training program & 
contest on use of new NIOSH Noise App

•Support a proposed NIOSH Study on 
Noise and the Buy Quiet effort

•Provide information for an OSHA RFI on 
Noise (OSHA’s regulatory agenda)
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