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Purpose of this workshop?

As it relates to the health and safety of the 
responders/workers:

• Identify the good (advocate to make them a model or 
standard)

• Identify the not so good (recommend or propose 
solutions)

• Walk away with the makings of a Lessons Learned 
Report



Some Baseline Understandings About DWH

• This was a National Contingency Plan (NCP) 
response NOT a National Framework Response 
(NRF)

• This was a unified command structure led by the 
Coast Guard and third party (BP) versus a Joint Field 
Office (JFO) Incident Command System (ICS) led by a 
Principal Federal Official (PFO)

• There was time to prepare for the hazard (oil product) 
prior to hitting land



Baseline Understandings About DWH (cont.)

• The threat was hazardous material (oil product) as a 
result the training became a priority

• All cleanup workers needed to have some baseline 
training prior to working (BP Awareness Training was 
not HAZWOPER)

• A mechanism was needed to document workers who 
possessed the appropriate “credentials”
(training/certifications) (Petroleum Education Council)

• A process evolved that used for Site Specific Training 
identification



Deepwater Horizon Response Incident Specific Training

















Some Possible Themes

• Preparedness Training versus Site Specific versus Morning 
Briefings

• Appropriate Training for the Task (Hazmat Awareness vs 
Hazmat Ops)

• Clear Communications regarding health and safety training 
requirements

• Health and Safety as a priority from HQ to field

• Effective training for all workers English or Non English

• Worker empowerment without fear of losing their job

• Political impact on health and safety
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