
Interstate Chemical 
Terrorism Workgroup 

(ICTW)
A collaborative network integrating 

public health and emergency 
preparedness 



ICTW - Purpose

• In an effort  to define the 
role of public health in the 

event of chemical 
terrorism, and to share 

knowledge, materials and 
resources, 

representatives from 
state, local and federal 
agencies formed this 
workgroup (2002).

http://www.mcorriss.com/TwinTowers.JPG


ICTW Structure
• Ad hoc 
• Guidance - co-facilitators + advisory group
• Monthly conference calls

• Speakers on wide range of topics
• Written call summaries

• Electronic websites: 
• CDC ftp site (current postings)
• CDC epi-x forum site (archives)

• Subgroups on special issues as needed, ex: 
• Chemical fact sheets
• Field detection equipment SOP (proposed)



Current ICTW Members
• ~ 350 members
• 48 states + Washington, DC

• primarily state, federal, and local public health and 
health professionals

• Federal agencies
• CDC, DHS, EPA
• NOAA, OSHA, USDA

• Other institutions
• APHL, ICWU, NACCHO

• No businesses or parties outside of the US 



Collaborations
• CDC

• Current NIEHS/WETP workshop
•
• Workshop on Risk Communication in a Chemical Event

• Atlanta, GA, February 3-4, 2004
• Primary goals: 

• develop templates for chemical fact sheets 
• model core competencies and benchmarks

• Results published, “Risk Communication Needs in a Chemical Event” 
(2006). J Em Mgmt 4(2):1-11

• FBI
• Scientific Working Group, Forensic Analysis of Chemical 

Terrorism (now SWG-CBRN)
• Participation in chemical threat ranking subgroup, 2004-2008



ICTW Products

• Monthly Newsletter
• “Infomatrix”

• Web, phone resources for response
• Core competencies & benchmarks 

• Risk communication in a chemical event
• Fact sheet templates & checklists for:

• Public/press 
• 1st responders 
• Medical providers 
• Local public health



ICTW – Sharing Lessons Learned

• Train Derailment, 
Chlorine Release
• January, 2005
• Graniteville, SC

• Ammonia Pipeline Breach
• November, 2007
• Riverview, FL

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thom Berry, SC Dept of Health & Env. Control

2/3rds of 1 90-ton chlorine tank car leaked. 9 people died (6 in textile mill; train engineer; 1 car shelter; 1 home shelter)

First responders were local volunteer fire dept. Fire station a total loss due to corrosion by chlorine

Warning activation system places phone calls to local radio stations but radio stations computer operated at night; nobody there to pick up call.

Volunteer fire fighters untrained in chemical response





Tom Mason, Global Center for Disaster Management and Humanitarian Action

The following incident occurred on 12 Nov 2007 after a 16-year-old drilled into a pipe, releasing a cloud of ammonia over the Alafia River in Riverview FL.

It shut down US Hwy 301 for several days.

The teen told authorities he was looking for ‘hidden loot’.

He suffered second-degree burns from his neck to his groin.





ICTW – Sharing Training

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cross training for 1st responders and LRN labs:

Train 1st responders to safely provide labs with valid sample

Train 1st responders to handle samples safely

Audience - 

Dispatch

Local law enforcement, California Highway Patrol, FBI

Fire/Rescue, Hazmat, EMS

Public / Environmental Health 





ICTW – Sharing Products 
(MI Fact Sheet Matrix)



ICTW InfoMatrix



Public Fact Sheet Template





1st Responder Fact Sheet Template







Question - 
“How could a collaborative 

network like the ICTW 
serve you?”

Sharon Lee Sharon.Lee@cdph.ca.gov
Susan Manente ManenteS@michigan.gov

mailto:Sharon.Lee@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:ManenteS@michigan.gov


Supplemental slides



Model Core Competencies & Benchmarks



Model Core Competencies & Benchmarks



Public Fact Sheet Checklist



Local Health Dept Fact Sheet 
Checklist
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