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 Exxon Valdez left the Alyeska Pipeline Terminal at 9:12 p.m., 
Alaska Standard Time, on March 23,1989. 

 The 987 foot ship, second newest in Exxon Shipping 
Company's 20-tanker fleet, was loaded with 53,094,510 
gallons (1,264,155 barrels) of North Slope crude oil bound for 
Long Beach, California. 

 



 Less than three hours later, the Exxon Valdez grounded at 
Bligh Reef, rupturing eight of its 11 cargo tanks and spewing 
some 10.8 million gallons of crude oil into Prince William 
Sound. 

 
 























Oiled Mayors Study 
Methods 
 Ethnographic fieldwork in 22 communities 
 Quantitative survey of 600 households in 13 communities 
 Cross-sectional 1 year post-spill 

Assessment of Exposure (none, low, high) 
 Affected area used by household 
 Participation in cleanup 
 Other contact with oil 
 Property damaged or lost 
 Damage to commercial fishing areas 
 Effects on hunting, fishing and gathering 
 



































Recommendations 
 Ensure community-based participation in framing research 

questions, study design, acquisition and analysis of data, as 
well as interpretation of findings 

 Require transdisciplinary, team-based science that promises 
comprehensive understanding of full range of impacts  

 Support development of conceptual models for articulating, 
integrating, and operationalizing the role of culture in assessing 
and mitigating impacts 

 Encourage more formal mixed methods research blending 
qualitative and quantitative investigative approaches 

 Mandate greater attention to and more aggressive 
dissemination of results and implementation 

 Provide for greater insulation from adverse corporate or 
industry influences on research process and application of 
findings 

 
 

 


	Lost at Home: The Psychosocial Consequences� of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
	Facts
	After
	Affected area
	Timeline
	Outcome
	Outcome- Wildlife
	Cleaning efforts
	Bird
	Effects on Animals
	Effects- bird
	Effects- whale
	River sensors
	Oiled Mayors Study
	Outcomes- human
	Changes in Traditional Social Relations
	Association between exposure to oil spill and disruption of social relations
	Effects of oil spill on families and children
	Woman
	Impact of oil spill on physical health
	Impact of oil spill on mental health visits
	Problems with alcohol and drug abuse and domestic violence by exposure status
	Bad outcomes- human
	Prevalence of generalized anxiety disorder, PTSD, and depressive symptoms in Exxon Valdez study respondents
	Prevalence of posttramatic stress disorder by exposure and ethnicity
	Woman cleaning fish
	Woman with blueberries
	Way of life
	Relationships
	Picketing
	Recommendations

