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Chicago Fire Department Training Initiative
 
A Model NIEHS Training Partnership
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OAI, Inc.
 

Chicago FD
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GOAL
 

• Provide HazMat 
Technician level 
training to CFD 
personnel 

• “Tech A” 

• 40 Hours 

• Didactic and hands 
on 
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• “Closed Shop” for Training

• Labor ­ management issues

• Curriculum

• Equipment for Training

• Staffing / availability for training

• Classroom space

• Future training

Barriers
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• NIEHS
• Funding (IAFF & OAI)

• Guidance / consortia

• OAI

• Chicago based

• Initial meetings

• Direct training 

• Equipment

 The Partnership
 

Harold A. Schaitberger Vincent J. Bollon 
General President General Secretary­Treasurer 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

   

 

The Partnership
 

• Chicago FD 
– Management buy­in 
– Alternative
 
classrooms
 

– Access to the
 
students
 

– Customizing
 
curriculum
 

– State Fire Marshall 
– Logistical Support
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• IAFF

• Union buy­in

• Curriculum & Materials

• Instructor training

• Direct Training Model

The Partnership
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Outcome 
•	 

•	 

•	 

•	 

•	 

First  outside  
HazMat/WMD  
training  initiative 
Trained  28  Chicago 
instructors,  Prepared
for  future  training 
State  certification  &
accreditation 
80  Tech  A’s  by  
August 
Expanded      
NIEHS/Consortia 
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IAFF 

Scott Solomon 

'ssoloman@iaff.org' 

Director of HazMat Training 

1750 New York Avenue 

Washington, DC 20006 

WWW.IAFF.ORG 
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