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Aims: Understanding Challenges and Solutions

Marilyn Howarth- Partners in Report Back: Roles and 
Expectations

 Robert Laumbach- Barriers and Challenges to Report Back 
from the Medical and Public Health Perspective

 Rebecca Fry- Barriers and Challenges to Report Back from the 
Toxicologist Perspective

 Susan Pinney- Dilemma in Reporting Back When the Values 
are Very High
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Who are the Partners in Report Back
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Roles and Expectations
Roles:
• Engaged from the beginning (CBPR)

framing the research question and 
performing the research

• Help to craft the report back strategy

• Trusted communicators of information

Expectations:
• Have their questions and concerns 

addressed

• Learn results before others or decide not 
to receive results

• Expect researchers to communicate in an 
understandable and culturally appropriate 
way

• Expect results to have personal application

• Receive data that can support advocacy
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Roles and Expectations
Roles:
• Help to craft the report back strategy

• Frame the implications of the results

• Engage with Medical, Public Health 
professionals and Media to describe 
work

Expectations:
• Stakeholders will be interested and engaged

• CEC members will design report back 
strategies

• Medical and public health professionals will 
assist in explaining health implications to 
community members
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Data Box Sample, near Pascagoula, MS
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Roles and Expectations
Roles:
• Receive study information and 

communicate meaning with patients or 
community

• Help to craft the report back strategy

• Public Health Professionals may be 
prompted to do additional study

• Medical Professionals may alter 
practice or patient advice

Expectations:
• Researchers will provide enough 

information to understand the implications

• Researchers will be available for questions

• Patients will have already been informed 
about the purpose, limitations and 
implications
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Helping Individuals Estimate Personal Risk
 Personalizable calculator was designed
 Incorporates data from seafood sampling on Petrogenic PAHs 
 Allows individuals to determine the level of risk they are 

comfortable with
 Allows individuals to enter their weight and seafood eating 

habits
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Roles and Expectations

Roles:
• Receive study information and 

communicate to the public

• Help to amplify message

• Apply pressure to regulatory authorities 
to stimulate public health action

Expectations:
• Researchers will provide enough 

information to understand the implications

• Researchers will be available for questions

• Find an ‘ Angle’, something exciting about 
the findings
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Medical 
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Roles and Expectations
Roles:
• Provide training to researchers to 

enhance capacity for report back

• Work with community partners to shape 
the message

• Identify appropriate stakeholders to 
shape and receive the report back

• Engage communities around report 
back information

Expectations:
• Researchers will include CECs in the report 

back strategy design from the beginning

• Researchers will provide enough 
information to understand the implications

• Researchers will include funding for report 
back materials and work by CECs 
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Steps in CEC Report Back Design
Meet with 
Research 

Team

Identify 
Stakeholders

Engage 
Stakeholders

Understand 
Research 

Implications

Co-create 
report back 
messages 

and materials

Deliver and 
Disseminate 
to multiple 
audiences

Time Intensive
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https://www.facebook.com/CECatCEET

@UPennCEET_CEC

Thank you
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