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What we have heard…. 
• 2012 EJ workshop, NIEHS 

– Health in all policies, HIA 

– Outreach to historically black colleges to 
partner with local PH departments 

– Identify most vulnerable communities  

– Address infrastructure inadequacies 

• 2014 healthcare facilities workshop, DC 
– Link to ACA and community benefits 

– Include risks from Superfund and 
Brownfields sites 

• 2014 WTP Climate Change workshop 
– Training needs for exposed workers 

– Balance individual and community 
resiliency 
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CONCERN:  Low public awareness of the health implications of climate change 

Stakeholders are increasing demands for climate 
and health research and decision support 

• Extensive stakeholder input over five years has identified 
need for dataset access, dedicated research funding, 
public health and medical capacity building and training 

• State, Local and Tribal Leaders Task Force on Climate 
Preparedness and Resilience 
– 2014 Report calls for data, tools, decision support for public 

health 

• 2015 Dean’s Roundtable- call for improved access to 
relevant data; dedicated research and training funding 
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National Public Health Week Focus for 2015:  
Climate Change 
• Release of Draft Climate Health 

Assessment 

• 20 health resilience tools on WH 
Climate Resilience website 

• Sustainable and Climate 
Resilient Health Care Facilities 
Toolkit 

• 150 health-related datasets on 
climate.data.gov 

• 14 commitments from private 
sector, including Google, 
Microsoft, Esri, 427.org 

• Roundtable and commitments:  
Deans of Medical, Nursing, 
Public Health Schools 



National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

The U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit 

• Toolkit.climate.gov 

• Health sector 
launched during 
National Public 
Health Week, now 
with 30 tools 

 
• Organized by health topic (heat, infectious diseases, etc.) 

• Selected tools highlighted for each health topic 

• Continuous development  
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Sustainable and Climate Resilient Health Care Facilities 
Initiative 

• 3 Part Background “Guide” 

• 5 Element Framework for Healthcare Facility Resilience 
– Checklists and resources 

• Compendium of Resources 

• Case Studies 

• Bibliography 

• Available at toolkit.climate.gov 
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Climate and Health Data Innovation Challenge Series 

•Sponsored by HHS, NIH, Esri 
•Organized around four core information needs: 

– Climate impact and co-benefit research questions 
– Tools to support individual and community 

vulnerability analyses 
– Apps and tools to show benefits of sustainable and 

healthy behaviors 
– Apps and tools to support clinical and biomedical 

research facility climate resilience 
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Proposed NIEHS Climate and Health Challenge 

• Focus on federal datasets as basis for challenge 
– Historical and projected climate, health surveillance, utilization, 

etc. 

• Invite private sector to include additional datasets 
• Visualize vulnerability from interactions between climate change 

(i.e., sea level rise, extreme events) and toxic exposures 
•Hazardous waste sites and brownfields 

•Pesticides 
•Air pollutants 

•Harmful algal blooms 
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Vulnerability of NYC neighborhoods to chemical 
hazards and extreme events 
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Summary 

• New web pages provide easier access and use of 
federal datasets and new tools 

• Innovation challenge may add additional capacity and 
resources 

• Maps and visualization tools can help communities and 
policy makers better understand vulnerabilities, risks and 
benefits of interventions 

 

Toolkit.climate.gov 

http://www.esri.com/landing-
pages/industries/health/climate-change-app-challenge 
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THANK YOU! 
Questions? 
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