Sunset Park: A Community on the Frontlines

Elizabeth Yeampierre
June 9,2015

| UPROSE



Sunset Park
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Sunset Park Significant Maritime and Industrial Area
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=  Clusters the city’s most toxic and polluting land uses
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Community of color
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*  The majority of Census Tracts are majority people of color

- UPROSE Source: American Community Survey, 2013



Working class

Median household income s
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"=  The majority of Census Tracts are below NYC’s median household income

- UPROSE Source: American Community Survey, 2013



Environmental burdens
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iy = Waste management facilities
iy = Multiple brownfields
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On the frontlines of climate change
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= Climate change poses substantial threats to public health
=  Storm surge and flooding can create a “toxic soup”
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Health risks
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=  One of the highest cancer risks in NYC, according to EPA’s E|View
" Population is closest to environmental burdens

- UPROSE Source: EPA E|View, http:/lepamap | 4.epa.gov/ejmap/



Climate Justice and Community Resiliency Center

=  Organize block by block

" Facilitate community-based resiliency planning

= Help businesses become climate adaptable

= Develop renewable energy facilities

[ uprost ™ Promote stormwater management infrastructure




Community-based research
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Baseline Data Water Infringement Scenarios
D Project study area NYS-OEM: Projected storm surge zones by hurricane category:

Group 1: Active Industrial Facilities & Sites
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Hurricane Category 3 Group 4: Transportation Support Services

Group 5: Chemical Sources Within Civilian Sites

Hurricane Category 4
Group 8: Other Small Local Businesses

FEMA Superstorm Sandy surge extent

=  Chemical source points
maps overlaid to 9
different water
infringement scenarios:

5 storm surge scenarios

65th Street

4 flooding scenarios

Sources:
NYC Department of City Planning, 2013; NYC Department of Information Technology & Telecommunications, 2010; NYS Office of Emergency Management, 2013,

ﬁ Chemical Source Point Groups And Storm Surge Water Infringement Scenarios

Copyright ® 2014 Grassroots Research to Action in Sunset Park (ERAsPl
Envin IYC-EJA.
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Community-based research

= |nitial calculations suggest exposures may
result in harmful health risks:

= Decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE):

= Flame retardant, used in electronics,
wire and cable insulation, textiles,
automobiles, marine vessels.

= Possible health effects include:
possible carcinogen, endocrine
disrupter in males, thyroid
enlargement, developmental
neurotoxin
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Thank you.
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