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In a warming world, if you’re cold, someone else is hot 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/02/19/a-beautiful-view-of-the-polar-vortex-from-18000-feet/ 
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Climate change:  threats as well as opportunities 

 



Projected Temperature Change of Hottest Days 



Projected Change in Heavy Precipitation Events 



Past and Projected Changes in Global Sea Level 
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Extreme events trend upwards in US since 1980 



Slide courtesy of Dr. George Luber, CDC 
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North Carolina Extreme Heat Vulnerability 

Source: nrdc.org 
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Vulnerability of NYC neighborhoods to chemical 
hazards and extreme events 
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Outdoor workers and heat stress- high exposures 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5724a1.htm 
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Heat: mortality in NYC linked to lack of air conditioning 

Klein Rosenthal et al., 2014 
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Health disparities contribute to climate vulnerability 

• Deaths and 
hospitalizations increase 
with heat in people with: 

– Cardiovascular diseases 

– Diabetes 

– Respiratory Diseases 

– Psychiatric 

• Rates of diseases are 
associated with race and 
poverty 

– Stroke and 
cardiovascular mortality 

– Diabetes 

– Asthma 

– “Mentally unhealthy days” 
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Transformation is coming… equity must be part of it 
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Green Jobs, Sustainable, Healthy Communities  
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Summary 

• Climate justice, health disparities, sustainable 
communities are all tightly linked 

• Climate change brings significant threats but can also 
force transformative positive change for health 

• New tools, assessments, and data resources can help 
communities protect and promote health 
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Thank you! 

http://www.niehs.nih.gov/geh 
http://www.globalchange.gov/what-we-

do/link-climate-health 

http://www.niehs.nih.gov/geh
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