
Linda S. Birnbaum, Ph.D., D.A.B.T., A.T.S 
Director 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
National Toxicology Program 

Partnerships for Environmental Public Health
April 26, 2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you and good morning.  I’d like to welcome all the PEPH members who are with us today.  I’d like to talk about NIEHS and our commitment to environmental public health.



The mission of the NIEHS is to reduce the burden of 
human illness and disability by understanding how the 
environment influences the development and 
progression of human disease. 
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The mission of NIEHS is to reduce the burden of human illness and disability by understanding how the environment influences the development and progression of human disease.  



• Office of the Director

• Division of Extramural 
Research and Training

• Division of Intramural 
Research

• National Toxicology 
Program

• Environmental Health 
Perspectives
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When you look closely at the NIEHS Mission, it is one with a focus on *Public* Health. 
	Of the 27 Institutes and Centers at the NIH, we are the only one whose research has a primary focus on preventing disease, rather than diagnosing and treating it.  We do conduct clinical research as well, but we are different from the rest of NIH in our understanding of, and commitment to, prevention and public health.
	This means that we have a commitment to: outreach, education, training, and community partnerships in addition to the highest quality, most rigorous laboratory-based science. 
	We believe that research must lead to public health action. That means that we possess a commitment to bring our scientific information and understanding to bear in debates over policy and public health protection.




• John Balbus

• Aubrey Miller

• Paul Jung

• Erika Reed
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	Speaking of our public health mission, I’d like to introduce our newest members to the NIEHS team whom I chose specifically to further enhance our efforts in public health.
	Dr. John Balbus, whom some of you may already know. He is our new Senior Advisor for Public Health, located in our NIEHS office on the Bethesda NIH Campus. He will be working to increase our engagement with the public health academic and advocacy communities, so today is a good opportunity for him to meet you and begin what I hope will be a long and successful partnership for all of us.
	Dr. Aubrey Miller, our Senior Medical Advisor in Bethesda, is an environmental epidemiologist and a captain in the U.S. Public Health Service.  He is board-certified in occupational medicine and his role will be to act as our liaison to other agencies within HHS and throughout the federal government.  
	Dr. Paul Jung, who is my Chief of Staff here in NC, is also a Public Health Service officer.  As Chief of Staff, Paul is working to enhance our strategic planning for various programs across the Institute.
	Dr. Erika Reed, our newest member who will join us June 7, will be our Education Outreach specialist. In this capacity, she will develop educational outreach programs and help to enrich the diversity of NIEHS.




• Endocrine Disruptors and Health

• Cancer

• Autism

• Nanomaterials

• Climate Change and Human Health

• Air Pollution and Asthma

• Metal Toxicity

• Pesticides and Health

• Superfund

• Partnerships for Environmental Public Health
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Public health actions must be grounded in research and quality science.

At NIEHS, we are setting priority areas for the work we support across the institute. In a recent publication, which you have on your PEPH Meeting flash drives, we outlined several key research themes and programs that have a public health focus. 



• Discuss NIEHS integrated 
approach  across the institute 
to address GCC.

• Focus on environmental public 
health

• Cross-agency white paper, “A 
Human Health Perspective on 
Climate Change.”
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The first example of our efforts in public health and prevention is our work in global climate change…



• bisphenol A (BPA) “GO” Program

• NTP’s Center for the Evaluation of 
Reproductive Health Risks 
(CERHR)

• ERKO mice

• Uterine Fibroids



• Example of providing focus and
coordination  across DERT

• Building bridges with others across
the Institute

• Clear ties to new NIEHS team
members in Bethesda
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The Partnerships for Environmental Public Health, is a new paradigm for the way NIEHS visualizes research – it is truly a Program for the future. The establishment of this Program demonstrates NIEHS commitment to supporting initiatives for communities and scientists to work together on contemporary issues in Environmental Public Health. 




• Community Residentsand Organizations

• Researchers

• Educators

• Healthcare and Public Health
Professionals

• Policy makers

• Industry
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Clip from k8science.org and bioedonline.org
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Real faces of real public health action.

[Upper right corner – Barbara Tharp and Michael Vu from Baylor College of Medicine in an educational video for teachers. An example of new, innovative ways in which our grantees are reaching out to increase awareness of environmental health topics.]

[Lower right corner – Community Action Team (CAT) members participating at a City Council Meeting in San Diego, CA. The CAT members are an integral part to the Environmental Health Coalition (EHC) a community-based organization that works to address environmental justice issues in Southern California. EHC has trained many community members to become environmental health leaders in their communities.]

[Bottom of slide – Nurses learning about environmental health as part of a training course offered through a collaboration among Community Outreach and Education Cores at Harvard and the Univ. Wisconsin Milwaukee.]

http://www.k8science.org/presentations/index.cfm�
http://www.bioedonline.org/�
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	All too often we hear of ‘Bench to Bedside.’ At NIEHS we value the two-way dialogue that must take place for effective research, interventions and grant programs. Some refer to this as ‘Trench to Bench.’ While more appropriate, it is dated. 
	Our environment is where we live, work, and play. It is not just at our bedside. There is a *story* behind every environmental public health issue; sometimes it is very personal, other times it is shared by a community. As many of you know that story must be heard for effective work to be done. Therefore, I suggest an alternative – “Story to Laboratory.” 
	As part of many of our grant programs, we require our grantees to develop Community Outreach Cores as a means to establish this ‘bi-directional’ communication with their target audience to understand their needs and how best to address them. We do our best to live up to the same high standards to which we hold our grantees accountable. 
	Communication among partners is essential. As this graph on the slide illustrates, communication allows us to 
Understand our partners’ language, we need to hear their ‘story’
Understand how partners best receive information
Learn about and value partners’ current skills
Build trust
Sustain partnerships
Have greater public health impacts




• NIEHS Partners
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Our strategies for fostering ‘bi-directional’ communication involve numerous groups, including:

1. The Public Interest Partners are a formal group of community and advocacy representatives.  They include groups such as the Alliance for Health Homes, the American Cancer Society, the American Public Health Association, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Cure Autism Now, and Environmental Defense. Working with the Public Interest Partners allows the NIEHS to learn more about the priorities of these organizations, and helps to shape the institute’s research agenda. In turn, these organizations learn about the NIEHS research enterprise and about the other partner organizations. As a group, the Public Interest Partners are a powerful voice for environmental health issues.

 The Friends of NIEHS is another organization that has been revitalized, and they represent organizations who are willing to advocate on behalf of NIEHS to Congress.







• NIEHS Partners

• Community Forums
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2. Community Forums – meetings across the country where we are able to hear about real issues of importance to residents in that area. 


Since I’ve been director of NIEHS, we’ve held numerous community forums in Piscataway NJ, Milwaukee WI, Sausalito CA, and most recently in West Harlem NY.   And in each meeting, we’ve heard different concerns on different public health issues.  In Piscataway, the residents were concerned about Chromium.  In Milwaukee, it was lead.  In Sausalito, they were worried about breast cancer.  And in Harlem, surprisingly, it was bed bugs.  You’ll never know what the community is worried about unless you ask them.  And more importantly, you’ll never know what NIEHS can do to help them unless you go into the communities to ask them.



• NIEHS Partners

• Community Forums

• NIEHS Advisory Council
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3. The National Advisory Environmental Health Sciences Council (NAEHSC) is a Congressionally mandated body that advises the secretary of HHS, the director of NIH, and the director of the NIEHS on matters relating to the direction of research, research support, training, and career development supported by the NIEHS. An important function of the council is secondary review of research grant applications with a focus on NIEHS scientific program priorities and program balance. The council meets three times a year: Winter, Spring, and Fall.



• NIEHS Partners

• Community Forums

• NIEHS Advisory Council

• Public-Private partnerships
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4. Public-Private partnerships – NIEHS is engaged in collaborations with the private sector as well.  Examples include a partnership with the Robert Wood Johnson foundation’s Active Living by Design to fund a five-year evaluation of 25 communities located across the U.S. to assess the impact on physical activity and obesity of local design and transportation changes. 

Another example is the NanoHealth and Safety Enterprise, an effort to develop and use public-private partnerships among federal agencies, private industries, academia, policy groups, and advocacy organizations to support and promote research on nanotechnology and human health.

The HEAL study (Head-off Environmental Asthma in Louisiana) study is one of the largest public-private partnerships established to investigate the impact of environmental disparities on human health. Launched in 2006, the program is designed to identify risks associated with developing and exacerbating airway disease, especially asthma, in post-Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans.





• NIEHS Partners

• Community Forums

• NIEHS Advisory Council

• Public-Private partnerships

• Trans-NIH collaborations
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5. Trans-NIH collaborations – NIEHS has numerous studies and projects in collaboration with other NIH institutes, including the National Human Genome Research Institute, the National Cancer Institute, the National Institute for Child Health and Human Development, the National Heart. Lung, and Blood Institute.  



• NIEHS Partners

• Community Forums

• NIEHS Advisory Council

• Public-Private partnerships

• Trans-NIH collaborations

• Cross Agency partnerships
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6. Finally, NIEHS is also involved in a number of cross-agency partnerships.  We fund our 14 Children’s Centers with the EPA; we sponsor training programs along with the CDC; and we engage in exposure research along with NIOSH.  Our NTP conducts research in partnership with the FDA.  We also collaborate with the Consumer Product Safety Commission, and the National Science Foundation, just to name a few. 
		Across the NIH and the Federal Government, there are institutes, centers, offices and agencies with a shared commitment to community engagement and community participation in research. Working in coordination and collaboration with these other groups adds value to the work we do. The partnerships also help us to provide better services to our stakeholders.
		Tomorrow you will be hearing from some of our NIH and Federal partners (all are confirmed).
Darrell Rodgers, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/National Center for Environmental Health
Holly Wilson, US Environmental Protection Agency/CARE Program
Francisco Sy (pronounced SEE), NIH, National Institute for Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Lata Kumar, National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health 
Tony Beck, NIH, National Center for Research Resources



• All Partners!

• Training

• Fellowships
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At NIEHS we are also committed to supporting the next generation of environmental health researchers, especially those dedicated to environmental public health. 
	Within the NIEHS Division of Intramural Research we train numerous fellows and post-doc students each year.  In addition, we also host summer students through our “Summers of Discovery” program, which provides internships to outstanding high school, undergraduate, and graduate students interested in pursuing careers in the biomedical/biological sciences to work on a research project that entails exposure to the latest biochemical, molecular, and analytical techniques in a given field. Scientists at the NIEHS are committed to sharing with students and educators the intensity, excitement, sense of discipline, and tremendous satisfaction that careers in science can impart to those who pursue them.
	Our Division of Extramural Research and Training also offers a variety of grant programs that support the training of our next generation of scientists who can build upon and sustain the efforts we have begun today.



• High-throughput technologies

• Translational Medicine

• Benefiting health care reform: 
comparative effectiveness research; 
prevention and personalized medicine; 
health disparities research; 
pharmacogenomics; health research economics

• Focus more on global health

• Reinvigorate, empower biomedical research community
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Finally, I would just like to lay out the NIH research priorities according to Francis Collins, the NIH Director.  At NIEHS, we are making every attempt to highlight our research that falls into these important areas.



• Break down the silos

• Learn from one another

• Build networks across the programs

• Recognize that these two days are just the first step

• Good luck!
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	In closing, I want to emphasize the importance of promoting interactions to promote and advance environmental public health within the institute and across the US. This meeting has been long in coming. I am pleased to be here to see the diverse programs represented, all with the shared commitment to improving the health of our local communities. Today marks a watershed moment, an opportunity to break down the programmatic silos that have hindered interactions among your various projects. I encourage you all to really learn from one another; to discover your shared approaches and methods to research, communication, capacity building, and evaluation; and then, to build on and advance that knowledge. I challenge you to find and build networks with your colleagues here today to have an even greater impact with the work you do. 
	Please keep in mind, this is just the beginning. This meeting is the first step toward greater interactions. Take advantage of the webinars as a means to continue the momentum started today. Contribute to the collection of materials in the Resource Center so that others within the PEPH program and NIEHS can learn about your innovative communication strategies and materials. 
	I wish you all the best of luck for the duration of this two day meeting. I look forward to hearing about your successes and learning about your various projects.
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Thank you, and I’ll be happy to answer any questions you may have about our research or about the Institute and its various programs.  
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