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Coalitions to Address Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup 



 

 NPL Sites 
  6   Alaska 
  6   Idaho 
14 Oregon 
49   Washington 

EPA Region 10  



Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition’s  
“Toxic Communities” Annual Meetings 

Participants 
 

WASHINGTON  
Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition 
Olympic Environmental Council 
Bellingham Baykeepers/RE-Sources 
 
OREGON 
Oregon Center for Environmental Health/Portland Harbor CAG 
 
IDAHO 
Silver Valley Community Resource Center 
 

Origins of Northwest Toxic Communities Coalition 



Mission 

Mission and History 
   

The NWTCC was formed in 2007 with a mission to “connect with 
and empower communities impacted by toxic waste and to share 
resources, information and support for toxic clean up efforts 
throughout the Northwest states.” 
 

Flat Organizational Structure 
 

- the directors shall diligently and conscientiously attempt to make 
decisions by consensus.  They shall employ all standard consensus 
practices and techniques including the expression and careful 
consideration of minority views.  



NWTCC Website 



 2007   Legal Strategies for ‘Toxic Communities’  
   Crag Law Center 
 

    Health Impact Assessment and Environmental Health Surveys 
  Tacoma/Pierce County Health Department 

 Seattle/King County Health Department 
  The Lands Council 
  Institute for Children’s Environmental Health 
  Alaska Community Action Toxics  
 
 2008 Creating Community Change: Skills for Activists Workshop 
  Center for Creative Change at Antioch University 
 
 2009   How Racism Affects our Work- forging strategies to create just 
   and equitable organizations 
  Center for Third World Organizing 
 
 

Examples of  Session Topics of Annual Summits 



New Region 10 EPA  Regional Administrator Appointed  



Making the Connection -Regional Administrator 



  How to Collaborate More closely with NGO’s 
-a discussion session with EPA Region 10 Representatives 
 
  Special Assistant  -Office of  Regional Administrator 
  Manager –Ecosystems and Community Health 
  Program Manager -Environmental Justice  
  Director -Office of Environmental Cleanup 

2010 Annual Summit -EPA Session  



EPA-NWTCC Meetings 



NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for 
Communities 



NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



Air Issues in the Pacific Northwest 
NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



Air Issues in the Pacific Northwest 
NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



Workshop Attendance 
 
82    Workshop Registrants 
 
41    Organizations Represented 
 
10    Agencies Represented  

NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 



NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 
Snapshots from Workshop Participant Evaluations 



•  More work group sessions and/or moving around-switching seats so we can work 
w/different people throughout the day.  
 

•  Too ambitious an agenda.  
 

• Too broad overview for most of the participants who have been activists for long 
time and knowledge in local issues.  

 

• Expected more in relation to public (physical) health. 
 

• Should have more time to discuss air quality issues specific to our locations.  Have 
more workshops.   

 

• Break into focus groups; CAFO, ag burning, diesel particulate 
 

• Great start. Less agency more community. Look forward to the next.  
 

• Had the right people in the room and plenty of expertise.  
 

• Well done! 
 

 

NW Regional Outdoor Air Quality Workshop for Communities 
- comments offered by workshop participants  



Region 10  Outdoor Air Quality Resources webpage 



University of Washington- Superfund Research Program 

 EPA Collaborations 
• Videotaping Agency/Community Meetings in Region 10 
 

• Regional Workshop for Communities collaboration for 2013 
 
• Other Activities 
• Planning and development of quarterly webinar series  for 

NWTCC and impacted communities 
 

•  Community Organization  Capacity and Needs Assessment  
 

• 2012 journal article submission- Northwest Toxic Communities 
Coalition: empowering communities impacted by environmental 
pollution (The Johns Hopkins University Press –Progress in Community Health 
Partnerships: Research, Education, and Action; American Journal of Public Health;  
Environmental Health Perspectives) 

 

Current and Future Directions for NWTCC 



University of Washington- Superfund Research Program 

Alaska 
Alaska Conservation Alliance 
Kenai Watershed Forum 
Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council 
 
Idaho 
Safe Air for Everyone 
Save Our Summers NW 
Silver Valley Community Resources Center 
 
Oregon 
Beyond Toxics  
Columbia Riverkeeper 
Hayden Island Livability Project 
Josiah Hill III Clinic 
Linnton Neighborhood Association 
Neighbors for Clean Air 
Organizing People Activating Leaders  
Portland Harbor Community  Advisory Group 

Washington 
Citizens for a Clean Columbia 
Citizens for a Healthy Bay 
Community Coalition for Environmental Justice 
Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition 
Environmental Coalition of South Seattle 
Heart of America Northwest 
Lake Roosevelt Forum 
The Sierra Club 
MYTAPN- (Microsoft-Yes;Toxic-Air Pollution-No) 
No Biomass Burn 
North Sound Bay Keeper/Re-Sources for 
Sustainable Development 
Olympic Environmental Council 
People For Puget Sound  
PT Airwatchers  
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 
Puget Sound Sage 
Safe Food and Fertilizer 
The SHAWL Society (Sovereignty, Health, Air, 
Water, and Land)  
Waste Action Project 

Current Members 



University of Washington- Superfund Research Program 

University of Washington Superfund Research Program 
 
 

Research Translation and Outreach Core 
 

Thomas Burbacher, Director   tmb@uw.edu 
 

Katie Frevert, Program Manager  kfrevert@uw.edu 
 

Contact Information 

mailto:tmb@uw.edu
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