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Increasing the country’s 
capacity for disaster 
preparedness and 
emergency response

Trained thousands 
of workers in 
response to many 
of the worst 
natural and 
manmade disasters 
in the U.S., 
including:

• World Trade Centers
• Hurricanes Katrina, 

Sandy, Harvey, Irma, 
Maria, and Florence

• Deepwater Horizon Gulf 
Oil Spill

• Ebola/Biosafety Response

Increasing worker safety 
and health across the 
country

Trained 
approximately 
4 million workers 
since 1987

Helps businesses and 
municipalities meet 
worker training 
needs; helps keep 
worksites and 
communities safer

Providing a job and life 
skills training program to 
unemployed and 
underemployed individuals

Reached over 12,000 
individuals in 30 
communities across 
U.S., with average job 
placement rate of 70%

Annual federal 
investment of $3.5M 
generates a $100M 
return

WTP: Preparing workers since 1987
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Worker Training Program: Protecting Communities 

through Hands-on Hazardous Material Training 

• Safe workers, safe communities

– Workers are certified and skilled to handle 
hazardous waste and chemical emergency 
response, e.g., chemicals, asbestos, lead, 
mold, and radiation

– Training in every state and U.S. territory

– Training is responsive to emerging threats and 
inclusive of diverse populations

• Curricula and resources available in a national 
Clearinghouse

• Currently 17 grantees for 5-year funding cycle, 
August 1, 2015 – July 31, 2020

Trainees in personal protective 

equipment in Sacramento, CA 

(Grantee: International 

Brotherhood of Teamsters)
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WTP: Dynamic, Responsive Health and Safety Training

Core, 
fundament
al topics

Disaster 
response & 
recovery

New 
hazards
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Worker Training Programs

Hazardous Materials Worker Health and Safety Training (U45)

NIEHS/Department of Energy Nuclear Worker Training (UH4)

SBIR E-learning for HazMat (R43/R44)

Includes three programs: Hazardous Waste Worker Training Program; HazMat 
Disaster Preparedness Training Program, and the Environmental Career Training 
Program

Focuses on training workers engaged in environmental restoration, waste 
treatment, and emergency response activities at sites in the U.S. DOE nuclear 
weapons complex

Focuses on development of e-learning products that support health and safety 
training of hazardous materials workers, emergency responders, and skilled 
support personnel

Biosafety & Infectious Disease Response Training (UH4)
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WTP Network: National Resource During Emergencies

• Past Responses: World Trade Center, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Super 
Storm Sandy, the Gulf Oil Spill, 2016 Louisiana Floods, and Far West Wildfires.

Photo by Ben Gordon

• Flint, MI Response: Four grantees implemented 
lead awareness and safety training for workers 
preparing to replace pipes and other construction 
and plumbing needs, workers and volunteers 
distributing water testing kits, and other exposed 
workers.

• Local Emergencies, Local Impact: A training recipient at Blount Hospital in 
Marysville, Tennessee, received training through University of Tennessee (UT) 
(part of the grantee Midwest Consortium) and stated:

“The training provided through UT greatly enhanced my leadership ability 
during a recent train derailment and evacuation. Our facility 
decontaminated over 80 patients. No staff members were exposed to the 
chemical, and we were able to keep the contaminants outside our buildings.”

https://www.flickr.com/photos/b24chicago/2745450716


Hazardous Waste Worker Training Program (HWWTP)

• Since 1987, the NIEHS WTP has 
trained workers in every state and 
territory – a total of 3.1 million 
workers

• Annually 110,000 to 172,000 
workers trained since 2010

• In 2017: 7,382 courses were held 
for 112,622 workers resulting in 
1,057,864 contact hours of training

U45

17 awardees/consortia 
supported by HWWTP
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Federal

State, Local, and Tribal

Large Businesses

Small and Midsized 
Businesses

Wide Range of Employers Use WTP Training

For example

Alaska
Vermont

8
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TSU/DSCEJ Hurricane Harvey Response Activities

Dr. Beverly Wright Presentation, 

May 2019 (NIEHS Spring 

Awardee Meeting)
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Mold and health 

classes help 

Hurricane Florence 

workers and residents

https://factor.niehs.nih.g
ov/2019/4/community-
impact/mold-and-
health/index.htm

https://factor.niehs.nih.gov/2019/4/community-impact/mold-and-health/index.htm
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WTP Training Resources

https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/index.cfm?id=2472
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Building Capacity with Native Americans and 

Alaska Natives

Report published in April 2018 provides 

an overview of WTP grantee-led training 

for tribes across the U.S. during program 

years 2015 – 2017. 

Grantees delivering training include: 

• Alabama Fire College Workplace Safety 

Training

• International Union of Operating Engineers 

National Training Fund

• Midwest Consortium

• Steelworkers Charitable and Educational 

Organization Tony Mazzocchi Center

• Western Region Universities Consortium
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More Than 20 Types of Courses were Offered to 
Tribal Workers

Courses included:

• Basic Superfund Site Worker and Site Worker 

Refresher

• Clandestine Methamphetamine (Meth) Lab 

Awareness

• Emergency Response and Preparedness

• General Construction Safety

• Hazard Communication

• Hazardous Materials (HazMat) Transportation

• Hazardous Waste Operations

• HazMat Air Monitoring

• Mass Casualty Incident Triage

• Process Safety Management

• Radiation and Nuclear Awareness

• Training Methods/Trainer Development 
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Tribal Nations and Alaska Native Corporations Reached Through NIEHS 

WTP Training in the U.S. (2015 – 2017 Program Years) 
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Zip Codes in Alaska Represented by Alaska Native Trainees of the NIEHS 

WTP (2015 – 2017 Program Years) 
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Report Highlights: Hazardous Waste, Disaster 

Preparedness, and Job Training Across the Country

By GranteeTraining for

Alabama Fire College Workplace Safety 
Training 

Nationwide, including summaries of 
work in AL, NM, NY, MS, and MT

University of Washington, through Western 
Region Universities Consortium

Alaska Natives

Arizona State University, through Western 
Region Universities Consortium

Bureau of Indian Affairs and tribes in 
AZ and NM

Three Affiliated Tribes, through Midwest 
Consortium

Three Affiliated Tribes in North Dakota 

International Union of Operating Engineers 
National Training Fund, through CPWR

Spokane Indian Tribe in Washington 

Steelworkers Charitable and Educational 
Organization Tony Mazzocchi Center

Yakama Nation in Washington 
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Environmental Career Worker 
Training Program
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WTP Creates New Job Opportunities: Environmental 

Career Worker Training Program (ECWTP) 

Job and life skills training program: For unemployed 
and underemployed individuals

Success: Since beginning of program (FY95), over 
12,000 workers have been trained with an average 70% 
employment rate.  For 2018, average employment 
increased to 74% with 77% for 2019.

Economic Impact Analysis: $100 million return on $3.5 
million investment.

– Increases probability of employment by about 59%.

Local Programs: E.g. Training in East Palo Alto, CA; 
New Orleans, LA; St. Paul, MN; and Flint, MI (CPWR)

– 2018:  Graduated 84 out of 86 trainees:  75 are employed at 

87% job placement with average wage of $19.02.

18
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National, Strong & Effective Consortia

19

http://greendoorinitiative.org/
http://jobtrainworks.org/
https://depts.washington.edu/envhlth/
http://www.tsu.edu/
http://www.citysq.org/WorkPaths
http://www.oaiinc.org/index.html
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ECWTP Awardees

• Center for Construction 

Research and Training
– New Orleans, LA; St. Paul, MN; 

East Palo Alto, CA and Flint MI. 

• OAI
– Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; Kansas 

City KS/MO. 

• University of California, Los 

Angeles
– Los Angeles, CA; Seattle, WA; 

and Portland, OR

• Rutgers School of Public 

Health-NJ/NY Consortium
– Newark, NJ and New York 

City, NY 

• TSU/DSCEJ- HBCU 

Consortium
– New Orleans, LA; 

Pensacola, FL; Houston, 

TX; and Detroit, MI. 

• United Steelworkers
– New York City, NJ 
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Overview of Reports and Findings
• Benefits

– Higher earnings

– Fewer workplace 
injuries

– Lower hiring costs

– Reduced crime 
related costs

– Improved 
government fiscal 
budget

– Environmental 
benefits

– In-kind donations 
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NIEHS Environmental Career Worker Training Program 

(ECWTP Updates)NIEHS Environmental Career Worker Training 

Program Update

For 09/01/1996-10/31/2019 Draft Final

Year Students 

Trained

Placed in 

Jobs

Percentage of 

Students Placed in 

Jobs

1996-2008 7566 5115 68%

2009 379 285 75%

2010 531 372 70%

2011 396 291 73%

2012 366 274 75%

2013 367 279 76%

2014 348 269 77%

2015 397 323 81%

2016 440 334 76%

2017 562 392 70%

2018 569 423 74%

2019 644 497 77%

Total 12,565 8,854 70%
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California Wildfire Training for 

Workers
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2019 California Wildfire Training 

for Workers

Bilingual Wildfire 

Training- October 23, 

2019 – Pasadena Job 

Center 



National Institutes of Health
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

DOE/NIEHS Worker Training Program:

• NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT:  Section 3131 created 

the Worker Training Program in 1993 for NIEHS and DOE as a 

partnership.

• Interagency Agreement with DOE to develop model worker safety and 

health training programs at DOE facilities.

• Support worker safety training for the purpose of DOE site clean up 

activities, waste management  and hazardous materials response. 

Tank Cleaning Operation

DOE- IAFF HAMMER Training

25
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• To provide  safety and health training that is both site specific and 
trade-specific in view of the fact that DOE sites are complicated, 
featuring a combination of nuclear, industrial, demolition, and 
construction activities

• To ensure that DOE site workers are prepared to work safely in 
hazardous environments

• To provide workers with sufficient knowledge to identify 
hazardous situations and to take appropriate actions to protect 
themselves, fellow workers, and the environment.

What Is the Goal of the Program?

26
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National Clearinghouse for Worker 

Safety and Health Training 

MANY RESOURCES!
•NIEHS Minimum Criteria 
(Appendix  E of 1910.120)

•Contact information for 

non-profit training 

providers

•Curricula Catalog for 

hundreds of courses

•Weekly E-Newsbrief

•Calendar of Important 

Conferences and Events

•Special Reports and 

Additional Resources

•Links to OSHA and those 

other agencies

27
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Additional Resources

• NIEHS Worker Training Program 

– http://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/hazmat/index.cfm

• NIEHS NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE

– http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/

• Hurricanes, Floods and Mold Resources

– https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/index.cfm?id=2472

– Mold Booklets are available in English and Spanish, and can be 
ordered through an online order form at no cost -
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/booklets/index.cfm

– https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/public/hasl_get_blob.cfm?ID=9795

• Sharon D. Beard: beard1@niehs.nih.gov; 984-287-3237 office 

• Deborah Weinstock: dweinstock@michaeldbaker.com

http://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/hazmat/index.cfm
http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/index.cfm?id=2472
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/booklets/index.cfm
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/booklets/index.cfm
mailto:beard1@niehs.nih.gov
mailto:dweinstock@michaeldbaker.com
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Thank you

Sharon D. Beard
Industrial Hygienist/Program Administrator

P.O. Box 12233, Mail Drop K3-14
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709-2233

984-287-3237 office ; 301-451-5595 fax; 919-491-7802 cell
E-mail: beard1@niehs.nih.gov

http://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/hazmat/index.cfm

mailto:beard1@niehs.nih.gov
http://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/hazmat/index.cfm
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