Think about these questions before
we begin:

Do you think there’s more asthma, diabetes,
cancer, infertility and other chronic diseases in
your community and in your family then there
used to be?

Do you think people you work with or used to
work with are getting sick from chemicals or
other exposures from your workplace? What
diseases are they getting?

Has there been a toxic chemical spill or water
contamination or fish advisory or another
chemical story in your community? What
happened?
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Clean and Healthy Environment

When workers are protected so is the environment




Safer, healthier, better protected workers help
create safer and healthier products




Prevalence of Chronic Disease in the U.S.
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Cancer Incidence and Mortality in Children

More children are getting cancer but fewer
children are dying from cancer.
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Cancer incidence and mortality for children under 20
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How the Reproductive Problems of Florida
Panthers and American Men Are Connected
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Endocrine disrupting chemicals

Chemicals that fool our systems by imitating or
blocking natural hormones
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Agent Orange

What We Learned from an Uncontrolled
Experiment on American Soldiers and the
People of Southeast Asia
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Breast Cancer and DDT




Why Timing Can Matter More than Dose




Executive Summary

Department of Health and Human Services Y
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Figure 1. Percentage of children 1—5 years old in the U.5
population with elevated blood lead levels (= 10ug/dL).1

From the CDC’s 2009 Fourth National Report on Human Exposure to
Environmental Chemicals




Why do we think the increase in chronic disease has
anything to do with toxic chemicals? Because in the
last 40 years we’ve learned:

Some chemicals that were considered safe have turned out
to be really dangerous, leading to many different types of
disease, many years after exposure.

Animal studies and wildlife tragedies can predict harm in
humans.

The timing of exposure can be the most important factor in
whether a chemical is dangerous.

Everyone in the United States is contaminated by toxic
chemicals.

Public policies can reduce our bodies’ burden of chemicals.
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The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)

80,000 different chemicals have been produced and
used since TSCA became law in 1976.

62,000 of these chemicals were grandfathered in
when TSCA became law with no requirement that
they be tested and shown to be safe.

In the 36 years that TSCA has been the federal law
on chemicals, EPA has required testing on just 200
chemicals.

When EPA was prevented from using TSCA to
restrict asbestos 21 years ago, it gave up trying.
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Toxics Legislation Passed 2003 — 2011

Shaded = SAFER
state

*81 chemical safety laws adopted 2003-2011 in 18 states encompassing 41% of US population
* Eleven Republican and Seventeen Democratic Governors signed bills
* Bills passed with support from over 3/4 of Republican legislators (76%), and nearly all Democrats (99%)




New Toxics Legislation Adopted and
Significant Implementation Action in 2011

eIn 2011, 11 policies passed in 8 states: Maryland (BPA & cadmium), Maine (BPA & comprehensive), [llinois
(TSCA resolution), California (BPA & TSCA resolution), Massachusetts (TSCA resolution), Connecticut (15tin
nation BPA in receipts), Delaware (BPA), and New York (15t in nation chlorinated tris)




BizNGO Guiding Principles for Chemicals Policy

Endorsers include ... < 1. Know and disclose >
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Catholic Healthcare West product chemistry
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Health Care Without Harm )
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Method
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Practice Greenhealth
Premier, Inc.

Seventh Generation
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Whole Foods Market, Inc.
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ChemHAT.org

Chemical Hazard and Alternatives Information

Chemical Name Goes Here

How can this chemical affect my health?

B ACUTE (SHORT-TERM) HEALTH EFFECTS

Poisonous - There
will be a brief descrip-
fion of approximately
fen to fifteen words
right here, no more
than four lines long.

Triggers Asthma -
There will be a brief
description of
approximately ten to
fifteen words right
here, up to four lines
long.

B CHRONIC (LONG-TERM) HEALTH EFFECTS

Throat/Breathing
Problems - Brief
description of
approximately ten to
fifteen words right
here, up to four lines
long.

Skin Rash/rritation
- There will be a brief
description of
approximately ten o
fifteen words right
here, up to four lines
long.

ABOUT UsS

DATA SOURCES
KEY TO SYMBOLS
VOCABULARY

HOME/SEARCH

Throat/Breathing
Problems - There will
be a brief description
of approximately ten
to fifteen words right
here, up to four lines
long.

Skin RashArritation
- There will be a brief
description of
approximately ten fo
fifteen words right
here, up to four lines
long.

How is this chemical commonly used?

* Most Common Use #1 * Most Common Use #2 * More Common Uses
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Chemical Hazard and

Chemical Hazard and
Alternatives Information

Alternatives Information L | , x
search again « key to symbols
&
Enter chemical name or CAS # (help): Chemical Name
[ J How can this chemical affect my

health?

OR
B Acute (Short-Term) Health Effects

[ Industry (Select one)
Poisonous - There will be a brief

O description of approximately ten
'>1""'r<‘ to fifteen words right here, no
more than four lines long.

Process (Select one)

J0 B

Designed for workers by workers in CWA-IUE Triggers Asthma - There will be
a brief description of approxi-
mately ten to fifteen words right
here, up to four lines long.
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Joining the ChemHAT Design Team =




Your health and safety
committee has decided to
convince your company
to switch from using a
dangerous chemical to a
safer alternative.

What information would
you need ChemHAT to
provide to help you get
your employer to do the
right thing?

http://chemhat.violadigital.com/
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