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NIEHS Superfund Worker Training Program

Worker Education and Training Program (WETP) was created in 1986 by the 
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), Section 126(g).

SARA authorizes a competitive grants program for training in hazardous waste 
removal, containment, and emergency response to events involving toxic 
substances. 



NIEHS Superfund Worker Training Program

NIEHS Disaster Response to the World Trade Center

Immediate and sustained 
supplemental funding to 
support World Trade 
Center training response 
efforts:

– On-site training for 7,000 
response workers

– Provision and fit-testing 
of respirators

– Worker exposure 
monitoring

– Responder training 
course

– Consultation on the site 
safety plan



Extending rescue extends risk for response workers

Phases of Response: Impact on Safety
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Katrina Field Training of Responders in Mississippi



NIEHS WETP Spring 2006 Technical Workshop 

Learning from Disasters: 
Katrina Response Safety and Health Training 



Disaster Response Training: From WTC to Katrina-
Five Years of Lessons Learned 

September 13-15, 2006 New York. NY 

The 2006 Fall Technical Workshop 
focused on lessons learned from 
events of national significance, hence 
the theme, “Disaster Response 
Training: From WTC to Katrina- Five 
Years of Lessons Learned.” The 
unique character of this conference 
was that it provided attendees with a 
combined focus on the experiences 
from both the World Trade Center 
terrorist attacks and Hurricane 
Katrina. 



Final Version of the NIEHS Minimum Health and Safety 
Training Criteria:

Guidance for Hazardous Waste 
Operations and Emergency Response, 
HAZWOPER- Supporting, and All-
Hazards Disaster Prevention, 
Preparedness and Response
Released January 2006 

Major changes Include: 
• Advanced training technologies 
application and integration; 
• Requirements for additional training 
programs to support HAZWOPER work; 
and 
• Post-9/11 all-hazards preparedness 
training.



Protecting Avian Influenza Responders 
September 17-19, 2007 Bethesda, MD 
.This 2 ½ day meeting had 
more than 250 participants 
from a variety of federal, 
state and local governments 
as well as private industry, 
unions and academia.



2007 NIEHS WETP Trainers Exchange
Las Vegas, Nevada



Brownfields 2008: Roadmap to Revitalization

May 5-7, 2008 Detroit, MI 

NIEHS Minority Worker Training 
Program (MWTP) awardees 
participated in seven sessions at 
Brownfields 2008 in Detroit, MI. 
The conference was the largest, 
most comprehensive event in the 
United States, that has focused 
on cleaning up and redeveloping 
abandoned, underutilized, and 
potentially contaminated 
properties. 



WORKER EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM

12

DOE Worker Safety and Health Training partnerships

DOE HSS
Worker Education and Training Program 
Briefing on DOE 10 CFR 851 
Worker Health and Safety Rule 
August 26, 2008 • • Idaho Falls, ID

850 WHAT???? NOT ANY MORE



Weekly E-Newsbrief

October 15, 2010

The E-Newsbrief of the National 
Clearinghouse is a free weekly newsletter 
focusing on new developments in the 
world of worker health and safety. Each 
issue provides summaries of the latest 
worker health and safety news from 
newspapers, magazines, journals, 
government reports, and the Web, along 
with links to the original documents. Also 
featured each week are updates from 
government agencies that handle hazmat 
and worker safety issues such as DOE, 
EPA, OSHA and others.
Subscribing to the National 
Clearinghouse Newsbrief is the best way 
to stay on top of the worker health and 
safety news.

http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/public/index.cfm?fuseaction=subscribe�


NIEHS WETP 2008 Fall Workshop: Implications for Safety 
and Health Training in a Green Economy 

October 15 - 17, 2008 Chapel Hill, NC 
NIEHS WETP 2008 Fall Conference: 
“Implications for Safety and Health Training 
in a Green Economy” from October 15-17, 
2008 in Chapel Hill, NC brought together 
over 100 NIEHS and WETP awardee 
representatives and interested parties to 
explore issues in the green economy, 
including: green jobs and industries, green 
remediation, green chemistry and the 
safety and health training each area needs. 



Environmental Justice (EJ), Air Quality, Goods Movement 
and Green Jobs, Evolution and Innovation 

January 25-27, 2010 New Orleans, LA 
NIEHS WETP Winter 2010 Conference: 
“Environmental Justice (EJ), Air Quality, 
Goods Movement and Green Jobs, 
Evolution and Innovation” from January 
25-27, 2010 in New Orleans, LA brought 
together 450 EPA, Dillard University, 
NIEHS and WETP awardee 
representatives and interested parties to 
explore new EJ initiatives, 
disproportionate impacts on EJ 
communities, sustainability and green 
jobs, funding and resourcing grass roots. 



Partnership with OSHA and NIOSH

2010 National Action Summit for Latino 
Worker Health and Safety 

April 14-15, 2010 Houston, TX 

Nearly a thousand workers, employers, labor 
leaders, representatives from community and 
faith-based organizations, consulates and 
government gathered for two days to seek 
new and effective ways to improve workers’ 
knowledge of their workplace rights and their 
ability to exercise those rights. 



NIEHS Gulf Oil Spill Response in partnership
with OSHA and NIOSH

• NIEHS developed oil spill response training tool on April 29, 2010 as 
the spill expands in the Gulf of Mexico.

• NIEHS Staff begin work with OSHA and NIOSH as part of the Unified 
Command assessing worker safety issues on May 1st.

• NIEHS deployed staff, subject manner experts and awardees for 
instructor training and worker protection outreach.

BP,  USCG, OSHA, NIEHS, and NIOSH
meet to assess worker protection issues 
in  the BP Incident Command Center in 
Houma, LA on Tuesday, May 3, 2010. 



NIEHS Oil Spill Responder Training  Response

• NIEHS, together with OSHA, BP and the Coast Guard, has developed  short 
training courses.

– Training includes: safe work practices, personal protective equipment, 
decontamination, heat stress, and other common hazards for cleanup work. 

– As of July 29, per BP, approximately 100,000 people had completed these 
courses.

• Hazardous Waste Operations & Emergency Response (HAZWOPER) training: 

– 40-hour training for those who will likely have direct contact with oil spill products. 

– More than 1,000 have completed the HAZWOPER training from NIEHS grantees. 



NIEHS Oil Spill Responder Training Tool

NIEHS Oil Spill Responder Training Tool: 
Key Health and Safety Messages



NIEHS Oil Spill Responder Pocket Guides

Over 35,000 guides 
distributed

Front-line responders, 
instructors,   safety officials

English, Spanish, & 
Vietnamese

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a copy of one of the booklets that Chip’s group put together – it’s a small booklet with vital information about oil spill exposures, hazards, and risks.  You’ll notice that it’s also printed in Spanish and Vietnamese.  This is just an example of how responsive NIEHS can be for worker training issues.  We were able to print 5,000 of these booklets and have them in the hands of oil spill cleanup workers within days.

As of June 10th, BP reports that it has provided approximately 30,500 training sessions using the NIEHS worker safety training materials �



NIEHS Superfund Worker Training Program

In remembrance of the eleven Deepwater Horizon drilling rig 
workers who died at MC252. May they not be forgotten.
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