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Presentation Notes
The Partnerships for Environmental Public Health, is a new paradigm for the way NIEHS visualizes research – it is truly a Program for the future. The establishment of this Program demonstrates NIEHS commitment to supporting initiatives for communities and scientists to work together on contemporary issues in Environmental Public Health. 
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Good morning.16 ½ years ago, on February 11, 1994-  Bill Clinton signed Executive Order 12898Section 3-301 on ResearchInclusion of highly-exposed and high risk populationsMultiple and cumulative exposuresCommunity input into study design and developmentThe document stated that the Fed govt will achieve EJ by identifying and addressing disproportionate effects of program, policies and activities on minority and low income populations.NIEHS, then directed by Dr. Ken Olden, launched two new programs, which began a long history at NIEHS of developing initiatives to build partnerships between researchers and community groups/residents. Over time, the strategies have evolved as partnerships matured, approaches became more sophisticated, and program staff interacted with grantees. Activities at NIEHS1994-launched EJ: Partnerships for Communications Program [CLICK]1994- Minority Worker training added to Superfund training program [CLICK]1995- Community Outreach became a part of larger Center Programs such as our EHS Core Centers and Superfund Centers [CLICK]1995- Community-based Participatory Research (CBPR) emphasized greater research and was folded into our Children’s Centers in 1998 [CLICK]1996- Science Education was seen as a way to engage students and teachers; to increase their awareness of environmental health.By virtue of these initiatives, the institute has gained a better appreciation of gaps in research, communication, and capacity building, and designed programs accordingly to address new areas of the social and built environments and the challenging issue of health disparities. Public health actions such as new exposure-based zoning considerations, improvement in the built environment through the use of less toxic housing materials and cleanup of home environments, changes in chemical regulatory policies at multiple levels, and changes in personal health promotion behaviors at home and at schools have been outcomes of NIEHS-sponsored projects over the past decade. 



• Development began in September 2007
• Builds upon the strengths of past and current programs
• Unified program to coordinate new and continuing activities in 

environmental public health
• Focus on research, communication, training and education, and 

evaluation 
• Participatory: Input from many stakeholders:

» Request for Information (RFI) in November 2007
» http://www.niehs.nih.gov/funding/grants/announcements/peph/index.cfm

» Workshop held June 30-July 1, 2008
» http://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/programs/peph/about/workshop.cfm

• PEPH concept approved in September 2008
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In 2006, we began to contemplate the next steps for our work in supporting programs that fostered community-university partnerships and addressed environmental public health.In September of 2007, the Division of Extramural Research and Training here at NIEHS began developing the PEPH program to serve as an overarching or “umbrella” program for the Division’s activities in environmental public health.  The goal of the program is to build upon the strengths of past and current programs, like our Environmental Justice and Community-based Participatory Research programs, and coordinate our new and continuing activities in environmental public health, including research, communication, training and education, and evaluation, with the ultimate goal of preventing, reducing, and eliminating environmental exposures and environmentally-induced diseases and disability. A key component in developing the program was to obtain input from a variety if stakeholders to help develop the framework for this program, including thought leaders from the fields of public health, environmental justice, community-based research, communication and advocacy.  The Division has conducted two major activities to obtain input from the extramural community to date: a Request for Information, or RFI, which was released in November 2007, and a workshop held June 30 – July 1, 2008.The summaries of both those activities are on the PEPH web page. The National Advisory Environmental Health Science (NAEHS) Council approved the PEPH Program concept in September 2008. At that time, the PEPH program became ‘official.’
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• Disseminate science-based information about environmental risks 
and diseases to communities and other stakeholders 

• Foster partnerships between and among community 
residents/organizations, researchers and other stakeholders in the 
research process 

• Promote communication of vital information about the linkages 
between exposures and disease to promote health and reduce the 
risk of disease across the populations at highest risk 

The science of conducting and translating research into 
action to address environmental exposures and health 

risks of concern to the public.
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Definitions of key terms are important when launching new programs. We wanted to be clear that everyone knew what we meant by the term ‘environmental public health.’The PEPH working group gave careful consideration to the term ‘environmental public health.’ We looked at many definitions of ‘public health’ and ‘environmental health’ offered by various groups. We also reviewed the comments received from the RFI and workshop. In the end, we settled on this definition and received support from our National Advisory Environmental Health Science (NAEHS) Council.



• Serve as an Umbrella Program –
Strategically coordinate and integrate the 
various new and existing initiatives that 
involve communities and scientists working together  

• Develop and evaluate strategies to communicate 
environmental public health messages to a diversity of 
audiences

• Create and provide materials to increase awareness and 
literacy about environmental health risks

• Evaluate program contributions to the advancement of 
environmental public health
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In coordination with the community, the extramural division has developed these goals for the Partnerships for Environmental Public Health Program. These goals are based, in large part, on comments from the Request for Information (RFI) released in December 2007 and from a stakeholders workshop held in June 2008.Key Tenets are:Engage diverse stakeholder communities at all stages Promote research to actionValue both scientific advances and translational effortsPromote the best science (‘gold standards’)Respond to current issues (‘nimble’)Focus on preventionFoster unified, integrated and synergistic activitiesSupport research to improve theories, methods and practice
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In this slide we highlight the major areas of the PEPH program. They include:ResearchCapacity Building (Education and Training)Communication (and Dissemination Research)EvaluationCoordinationNOTE that the lines between each of the 5 areas are not solid. Rather, we see the natural need for each of these areas to blend together at the edges. For example, there is value in projects that focus on research AND building the capacity of research partners. The PEPH program brings focus and coordination to NIEHS extramural environmental public health activities. The framework facilitates interactions among NIEHS program staff and will promote greater interactions among grantees under the PEPH umbrella. Rather than ‘silos’, I’d like to move toward a ‘Cinnamon Raisin Bread’ model. Just think about it… each program/ingredient has a specific role in the overall process of making the bread, in this case the PEPH program. Individually, that ingredient is special and has its own flavor and function. The individual ingredients can be used individually or for other products as well. However, when mixed together and baked, the end product can be a thing of beauty (if you like raisin bread). But you get the idea…  through PEPH, we are mixing you all together. The inaugural meeting is just one of the first steps. Over the next two days, there will be ample time for meeting participants to listen, dialogue, and network. 



•Partnerships between researchers and community organizationResearch to Action
• Community-based participatory research CBPR
•Developing skills to promote sustainable partnerships in researchCapacity Building
• Curriculum development, teacher training, and summer research 

experiencesScience Education
•Partnerships among communities, researchers and health care professionalsEnvironmental Justice 
• HazMat training, Minority Worker Training ProgramWorker Training Program
• Create opportunities for the next generation of researchersFellowships
• Community Outreach and Education CoresEHS Core Centers
•Community Outreach and  Research Translation Cores Superfund Research Program
•Community Outreach and Translation CoresChildren’s Environmental 

Health
•Community Outreach and Translation CoresBreast Cancer Centers
• Central repository of materials developed by granteesResource Center
•Development of tools and resources to evaluate participatory projectsEvaluation Tools
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This slide shows how some of the larger FOA-based programs and topics fit under the PEPH ‘umbrella.’ The shading refers to the key areas of the PEPH program. I will emphasize that this slide does fully capture investigator initiated projects, which may also fall under the umbrella. In the future, we would like for more investigator-initiated projects to find a ‘home’ here under the PEPH umbrella.Leading up to the meeting, many of you asked us, “why am I a part of the PEPH program?” It is a logical question, after all you all belong to one of the above listed programs. Within DERT, we thought strategically about the PEPH umbrella, recognizing that some larger, centers-based programs had components only that are PEPH-related. For example, the Children’s Centers… as a whole, that program does not fit under PEPH; however, the Community Outreach and Translation Cores and CBPR projects do fit. Through the PEPH program, we want to create a larger community (if you will) of groups doing similar work. We want to provide the COTC and CBPR leaders with links to others outside the Children’s Centers that share similar approaches, which might help to advance their own work.We are still working hard to communicate this message.
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