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The ICWUC Center for Worker Health & Safety Education is a multi union hazmat and safety training organization that offers a wide range of courses to its consortium partners including The Coalition of Black Trade Unionists Community Action and Response Against Toxics (CBTU CARAT) Team.  These teams work in conjunction with ex­isting grass roots efforts to help coordinate and empower communities and other interested parties in the resolution of environmen­tal related problems

Today we will briefly talk about some of the methods and partnerships needed to prepare communities better for the natural and man-made toxic exposures.

At the National CBTU CARAT Team Conference in 2008 the teams were engaged in conversations of whether their communities were any more prepared than the citizens in the 9th ward in New Orleans before, during and after the Katrina debacle.  They worked in teams and came up with different ways to use existing organizations to pull resources in order train and educate their communities. By the end of the first day – it was mutually understood – “they were not ready”.  Keeping in mind that these are members that are very active in conducting training programs all the year round which are great and necessary but – they now realized they were not doing enough to be prepared for natural or man-made disasters if it comes to their street.



Next Slide – Why Prepare?


Why Prepare?

- Main Street Is not prepared.
- Who do | call?
- What do | do?

- When should | stay in my home as
oppose to leaving?

- Where is that “safe place” if | leave?
- How do | get to the safe place?
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Who do I call?  What do I do? When should I stay in my home as oppose to leaving? What do I do if I am at work?  Where is that safe place if I leave? How do I get to the safe place? So where do we start?



We decided to look at existing training programs from the ICWU Center and look for resources where we could add modules to existing programs.  Our starting point was to look first at those fourteen team members that were already certified in CPR/AED and the first Aid Programs. Every disaster – man-made or natural – someone should be available to deliver CPR, know how to attach an AED in the process and how to administer First Aid to their families, neighbors and co-workers in a disaster or emergency situation until the real responders arrive.







Next Slide - So where do we start?


Where do we start?

- HazWoper

- OSHA General Industry &
Construction

- Chemical PLUME Mapping

- CPR/AED and First Aid

- Incident Command Systems
- “Shelter-in-Place
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There are other programs such HazWoper, the OSHA General Industry programs, Chemical PLUME Mapping, Community Emergency Evacuation Procedures that are offered where we could mix and match different programs to assist communities in chemical preparedness.

Our curriculum also includes a brief history on the Bhopal, India (1986) chemical incident, Oklahoma City Bombing, New York City’s 911 and the Katrina Disaster in New Orleans.  Other training tools used are handout s (fact sheets), small group discussions, power point presentation and small group activities.



We decided to conduct several pilots - In January pilots were scheduled in: Communities Against Pollution - Anniston, AL, Harvey Community Center - Chicago, IL and the City of Detroit Fire Training Academy -Detroit, MI to try out modules that could be mixed with our existing programs using the NIEHS Dirty Bomb Awareness “protect yourself” booklet.



In February, in preparation for delivery of the Dirty Bomb Awareness program, we met with consortium trainers from the Oak Ridge and Hammer DOE sites, fire department personnel, Detroit Police Bomb Squad members and several community members to tailor a program that could be delivered to various audiences from four hours to three days of training depending on the audience.  To date we have delivered pilot programs to Anniston, Al and to Chicago, IL.

Next Slide -  Our first pilot city – Anniston, ALt. 


Anniston, AL

- Home to 7.2% of nation's chemical
weapons stockpile

- Major munitions storage site, since
WWII — M55 rockets, Sarin, VX nerve
agent and shells armed with mustard
gas

- Nearly 700,000 munitions stored for
more than 40 years

- August 2003 — Sarin Incineration
begins/M55 rockets — 3/07
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The Anniston Army Depot is a major United States Army facility fulfilling various depot operations. Primary missions are the repair of tracked vehicles and storage of chemical weapons. Tanks and other equipment are repaired and tested there, but historically Anniston's main role has been as a major munitions storage site, since WWII.  Anniston is one of seven depots in the United States where chemical weapons are stored and is home to 7.2% of nation's chemical weapons stockpile.   Much of the stockpile was in M55 rockets armed with Sarin, VX nerve agent, as well as shells armed with mustard gas. Nearly 700,000 munitions weighing 2,254 tons were stored there for more than 40 years. In August of 2003 Army officials begin burning the Sarin rockets in a specially designed incinerator because nearly 800 of them were leaking. The last M55 rockets were destroyed in March 2007, still leaving artillery shells and land mines armed with VX and mustard gas.



Next Slide – Other cities


Other Pilots

- Harvey Recreation Center — Harvey, Il. —
Public Officials, Community Activists,
Church Officials, Stay at home moms,
workers — high industrial area.

- Future pilot - Detroit, Ml - scheduled the
week of July 6th with the City of Detroit
Fire Department Personnel, Detroit Bomb
Squad and volunteers from the
community.
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Harvey Recreation Center – Harvey, IL 

Participants included – public officials – community activists – church officials – stay at home moms – workers – and is a high industrial area.



Future Pilot City - Detroit, MI

Dirty Bomb training is scheduled for the week of July 6th with the Fire Department Personnel, Detroit Bomb Squad and volunteers from the community.



Next Slide – Community Response to the training


Community Response

- Anniston, AL —Communities appear
Prepared. False sense of security.

- Chicago, IL — 80% unprepared.
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In Anniston, Al community members are held captive - in constant state of readiness  - The military distributed protective hoods and other safety gear to many of the 35,000 people who live within nine miles of the Anniston incinerator in preparation for any mishaps that could happen in the process of burning the Sarin rockets. However, Sarin, also known as "GB," is so deadly that a drop on the skin can kill. Drills to test the emergency process have not been . They are familiar with the emergency radio broadcast that will inform them of an impending disaster but the radios only informs them there is an emergency not  necessarily what to do. Most did not know where to go to protect themselves. The training made them very aware that their emergency preparedness is poor – at best.  



Chicago, IL -Chicago, IL - The majority, around 80% had no idea about what to do at all, where to go and where to obtain additional training in chemical emergency preparation and evacuation.  If this is a reflection of the average community then the field is ripe for moving forward with a concentration of community/worker emergency preparation training.  They seem eager to learn more and grateful for the information received from the pilot.  Plans are to return to conduct more training such as how to  “Shelter-in-Place” . Both groups are eager for us to return and take them deeper into preparedness training.



Next Slide – Who are my partners in this process.




Partnerships
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City Emergency Managers, Local Emergency Planning Committees, Churches, Homeland Security Personnel (CERTs Training), Block Clubs – other interested parties and of course the center of the partnerships Our Community Members.



Next Slide – Questions?


Questions?
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