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Presenter
Presentation Notes
EPA’s responsibilities in  homeland security covers a wide spectrum of activities:

emergency preparedness, response, and recovery, including:

decontamination

laboratory capacity and capability; 

critical infrastructure protection, especially for the water, food, and agriculture sectors;

intelligence; 

protection of EPA personnel, infrastructure and assets; and

continuity of operations.



The focus of this briefing is emergencies.

How we coordinate our response internally and externally.

What we can do – our response and recovery capabilities.

What we can’t do yet – our capability gaps and what we’re doing to fill them.




EPA’'s Emergency Response Program

* Respond quickly and
decisively to releases of
hazardous substances or
discharges of oll

* Support state/local
efforts...provide safety net

* Under the National Response
System (NRS):
* Cornerstone of national

preparation and response to
HAZMAT incidents

* Supported by National and
Regional Response Teams

* Includes Superfund Removal
authorities
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30,000 incident notifications/year 

20,000 are hazmat

10,000 are oil 



Approximately 300 field responses/year



500 other emergency responses where EPA monitors and provides technical assistance under CERCLA or CWA






Wide Range of Emergency Scenarios

Routine oil or hazardous substance

spill/discharge

|

Catastrophic natural disaster

|

Terrorism incident

|

Major national security event




What We Do

Site Screening

Sampling and Monitoring
Laboratory Analysis
Decontamination

Site Clean-up

Disposal
Data management

Risk Communication



Response Assets

250 On-Scene Coordinators in the ten Regional Offices
Extensive contractor support

Over 2,000 EPA volunteers in the Response Support
Corps who can assist during major incidents

Four Special Teams that can provide scientific and
technical support:

Environmental Response Team (ERT)

National Decontamination Team (NDT)

Radiological Emergency Response Team (RERT)

National Counterterrorism Evidence Response Team (NCERT)
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 There are currently 111 members of the Special Teams– they are working together to maximize their effectiveness in preparedness and response.
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How We Respond

Responsive, decentralized operations based in the ten regional
offices

250 EPA On-Scene Coordinators (OSCs) with experience and
delegated authority to manage incidents

Comprehensive program infrastructure: intra-agency, interagency
and contracted

Extensive working and planning relationships with local, state and
federal responders

24/7 scientific and engineering support and state-of-the-art
technology

30 year history spanning an extraordinary range of high-hazard,
large scale responses
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Some people just think of EPA’s Remedial Program when they hear “Superfund,” but EPA's Superfund Emergency Response program provides quick response to the release, or threatened release, of hazardous substances wherever and whenever they occur.  The program's top priorities are:

Readiness to respond 24 hours-a-day to a release incident

Respond with whatever resources are required to eliminate immediate dangers to the public and the environment; and 

Promote community relations that can be used to inform the public about a release, response activities, and the substances involved. 

EPA responses to Superfund emergencies are implemented through its 10 Superfund Regions, and are characterized by a system that includes federal, state, and local cooperation.

The strength of our program is that our On-Scene Coordinators are experienced responders who bring with them delegated authorities, back-up by a national network, and both federal response assets and contractor capabilities, including access to commercial laboratories.  Our OSCs are used to working in the Incident Command System now being implemented as the National Incident Management System.

Finally, EPA has created Red Teams…



Also, EPA is bringing its extensive risk assessment expertise to bear with the development of new tools for emergency responders, such as:

Short-term exposure limits (to be used by emergency responders) under development for 475 chemicals

Health and environmental effects data on pesticides and industrial chemicals


National Response Framework

Mandated by HSPD-5
All Hazards Plan

How the Federal Government Responds to
Incidents of National Significance

EPA Is the Coordinator and the Primary Agency,
along with the U.S. Coast Guard for Emergency
Support Function (ESF) #10, Oil and Hazardous
WETEIELS

EPA is a Support Agency for numerous other
ESFs



ESF#10-Oil and
Hazardous Materials Response

EPA iIs the Coordinator and Primary Agency
along with the Coast Guard
« Remove drums, barrels, containers
« Household Hazardous Waste Collection
 Permitting and monitoring of debris disposal
« Water quality monitoring and protection
« Air quality sampling and monitoring
 Protection of Natural Resources



ESF #10:. Examples of EPA Hazmat
Response

 September 11, 2001
« WTC.:
Technical support, sampling, disposal
 Pentagon
Air monitoring, health & safety
 Western Pennsylvania
Evidence collection, assessment

 Anthrax Attacks
e Capitol Hill
sampling, assessment, cleanup, disposal, clearance
e Other locations
oversight, technical support

0
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EPA’s primary consequence management function, post-release, is to lead response activities conducted under ESF #10.  EPA will coordinate closely with the USCG when an incident occurs in a geographic location under USCG jurisdiction (e.g., coastal area).  Although ESF #10 was revised to reflect the addition of the Terrorism Incident Annex into the FRP and to describe the resulting changes in coordination, EPA’s role is the same regardless of whether the emergency is a terrorist incident involving WMD.  EPA will continue to perform its coordination responsibilities under the NCP or through its role as primary agency for ESF #10.  In this role, EPA will:

Protect public health and welfare and the environment

Ask FRP agencies to help manage consequences of incident

Help OSC(s) identify response plans and provide resources to aid implementation

Help FEMA support state and local efforts 

Help other agencies carry out ESF responsibilities 

Ensure clean-up of hazardous materials 



As the primary agency for implementing ESF #10, EPA may call upon support agencies such as DOD to carry out this role.  EPA OSC's actions under ESF #10 may be supported by USDA, DOC, DOD, DOE, DHHS, DOI, DOJ, DOL, DOS, DOT, FEMA, the Nuc. Reg. Commission, and/or the USCG.




ESF #10: Examples of EPA Hazmat
Response

Columbia Space Shuttle

» Debris collection
 Data Management

Hurricane Katrina

 OIl spill and hazmat cleanup

* Floodwater and sediment sampling

* Household hazardous waste collection

« Coordination with USACE on debris mgt

Pre-deployments for NSSEs

» State of the Union
e Political conventions
o Superbowl
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Coordination with States and
Locals

 Regional Response Teams
* 16 Federal Agencies and State Reps

e SERCs and LEPCs

 OSC Coordination with LEPCs — planning and
exercises

 New Planning Effort

e Coordinating with FEMA to do more
enhanced response planning for DHS
catastrophic scenarios
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