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• Basic HAZWOPER Awareness online 
training

• Other HAZWOPER training completed
• Defensive vs Offensive 



CMD



APHIS Emergency Response

• 40 ICS Safety Officers with the following training:
– AgERT
– 24 hour HAZWOP”ER”
– ICS 100 through 404, most have also had 420 plus

• CSC is producing a basic HAZWOPER Awareness on-line 
and CD-ROM course
– OSHA Instruction may mean possibility of 4 hours
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APHIS Emergency Response

• (q)(6)(i) First Responder Awareness Level. Individuals who are likely to witness or discover a hazardous substance 
release and are to initiate an emergency response sequence by notifying the proper authorities of the release must 
be trained to the first responder awareness level. They are to take no further action beyond notifying the authorities 
of the release. 

• Generally, law enforcement and facility security personnel should be trained to the first responder awareness level 
since they are likely to witness or discover a release of a hazardous substance. Security guards or other similar 
personnel who, upon discovery of a release requiring an emergency response, are limited to activation of an alarm, 
notification of appropriate authorities, and controlling access to the release from a remote area (safe distance) must 
also at a minimum receive first responder awareness level training. These employees can initiate an emergency 
response sequence by notifying the authorities of the release, including alarm activation. 

• Employees trained to the awareness level may control entry to and exit from the site from a remote location but 
must not assist in setting up safe distances because they lack knowledge regarding the potential for exposure, 
explosions, or radiation. 

• (1) Inspection Guidelines. CSHOs should verify that employees who may discover an emergency release and 
whose duties are limited to initiating an emergency response sequence receive first responder awareness level 
training at a minimum. 

• The standard does not set a minimum number of hours for this training, but such courses often run from 4 to 12 
hours.

• Regardless of the duration of the training, employees must have sufficient training or have had sufficient 
experience to objectively demonstrate competency in the six areas of knowledge listed in the standard (see 
1910.120(q)(6)(i)(A)-(F)). 



HAZWOPERHAZWOPER

•• HAZMAT TechnicianHAZMAT Technician--
•• First Responder AwarenessFirst Responder Awareness –– More aggressive roleMore aggressive role

–– SufficiSufficient to identify the ent to identify the –– At least 24 hoursAt least 24 hours
emergency situationemergency situation •• HAZMAT SpecialistHAZMAT Specialist

•• First Responder OperationsFirst Responder Operations –– Provide support to Provide support to 
technicianstechnicians

–– Basic risk assessmentBasic risk assessment –– At least 24 hoursAt least 24 hours
–– Respond in defensive Respond in defensive •• Incident CommanderIncident Commander

mannermanner –– Assumes control of operationAssumes control of operation
–– 8 hours of training8 hours of training –– At least 24 hoursAt least 24 hours



APHIS HAZWOPER ResponderAPHIS HAZWOPER Responder

Why doesn’t Why doesn’t 
APHIS ever ask APHIS ever ask 

me to help!me to help!



HAZWOPER Operational ModesHAZWOPER Operational ModesHAZWOPER Operational Modes

•• AAwareness and Operational level responders wareness and Operational level responders 
take DEFENSIVE actions.take DEFENSIVE actions.

•• Technicians and Specialists take OFFENSIVE Technicians and Specialists take OFFENSIVE 
actions.actions.

•• The Incident Commander coordinates the The Incident Commander coordinates the 
response and is ultimately responsible for response and is ultimately responsible for 
safety.safety.



APHIS Industrial Hygienist & Respiratory 
Protection Program Manager
Peter A. Petch, RPIH, CIPS, CIMT
APHIS Industrial Hygienist
Safety, Health, and Employee Wellness Branch
4700 River Road, Unit 124, Rm 2A-02.49
Riverdale, Maryland  20737

Phone # 301-734-5383
FAX # 301-734-7828
Cell # 240-997-6330
Blackberry # 240-464-2009
E-Mail: peter.a.petch@aphis.usda.gov



Experience

2000 to Present – Industrial Hygienist APHIS/SHEWB
1991 to 2000 – Industrial Hygienist ARS/BA

1987 to 1991 – Industrial Hygienist NSWC/White Oak
1984 to 1987 – Industrial Hygienist WRAMC

1979 to 1984 – Health Physicist WRAMC
1977 to 1979 – Physical Science Technician NPGS

1968 to 1973 – Aviation Survivalman USCG



Trainer CredentialsTrainer Credentials

Peter A. Peter A. PetchPetch, RPIH, CIPS, CIMT, RPIH, CIPS, CIMT
-- Registered Professional Industrial Hygienist Registered Professional Industrial Hygienist –– APIH APIH 

Registry No. 05030898Registry No. 05030898
-- Certified Infrastructure Preparedness Specialist Certified Infrastructure Preparedness Specialist ––

CIPS 01428CIPS 01428
-- Certified Incident Manager Trainer Certified Incident Manager Trainer –– CIMT 06012CIMT 06012
-- Authorized 8, 24, & 40 hour HAZWOPER TrainerAuthorized 8, 24, & 40 hour HAZWOPER Trainer
-- Authorized Avian Influenza Response Master Authorized Avian Influenza Response Master 

TrainerTrainer
-- Authorized 10 and 30 hour OSHA General Industry Authorized 10 and 30 hour OSHA General Industry 

Safety and Health TrainerSafety and Health Trainer
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