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DistanceDistance LeLearningarning OOverviewverview 

OverviewOverview ofof PresPreseenntation:tation: 

•• DefinitionDefinition ooff DistanceDistance LeLearningarning 

•• TTechnologiesechnologies usedused forfor DistanceDistance LLeearningarning
 

•• OtherOther DistDistaancence LLeeaarningrning IIssuesssues 

•• QuestionsQuestions 
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Definition:Definition:
 

StructuredStructured lealearningrning eeventsvents iinn wwhichhich thethe 
instructorinstructor aandnd thethe llearnerearner aarere sepsepaaratrateedd iinn
 
titimmee and/orand/or space,space, andand ccoommmmunicatiounicationn 
betweenbetween thethemm isis facilitatedfacilitated byby sosommee formform
 
oror formformss ooff technologytechnology 

33 
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BasicBasic DefiningDefining EElemlemeenntsts:: 

•• SeparationSeparation ooff iinstructornstructor aandnd learnelearnerr ­-
distinguisdistinguishheses itit frfromom ffaceace--toto--faceface 
instructioninstruction 

•• InfluenceInfluence ooff aann eeducationalducational oorganizatrganizationion ­-
distinguisdistinguishheses itit frfromom prprivateivate studystudy 

44 
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BasicBasic DefiningDefining EElemlemeennts:ts:
 

•• UseUse ooff technologytechnology -- cacarriesrries instructioninstruction aass wwellell 
asas unitinguniting learnerlearner aandnd instructorinstructor 

•• PrProvisionovision ffoorr twotwo--wayway cocommmmuniunicatiocationn ssoo 
studentsstudents mmayay initiateinitiate oror benefitbenefit ffroromm ddialogueialogue 
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BasicBasic DefiningDefining EElemlemeennts:ts: 

•• PossibilityPossibility ofof occasionaloccasional mmeetingseetings forfor bothboth 
educational/trainingeducational/training aandnd socializationsocialization 
purpurposesposes 
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TTyypespes ooff TTechnoloechnologgies:ies: 

•• SySynchrnchronousonous -- live,live, inin--thethe--momommeenntt 
interactioninteraction 

•• AsyAsynnchrchronousonous -- dedelayedlayed inteinteractionraction
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SySynchrnchronousonous TTechnologies:echnologies: 

•• LivLivee,, iinn--thethe--mmoommeentnt interactioninteraction 

•• ManyMany areare ssiimmilarilar ttoo classrooclassroomm iinstrunstructionction
 

•• ScheduledScheduled likelike claclassroossroomm iinstructionnstruction 
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TTyypespes ooff SSyynnchrchroonnousous TTechnologies:echnologies: 

•• CoCommputerputer ConferencingConferencing ((RealReal TiTimmee)) 

•• AudioAudio TeletrainingTeletraining 

•• AudioAudio GGrraaphicsphics 

•• InteractiveInteractive VideoVideo TeletrainingTeletraining (1(1--wawayy vvideo)ideo)
 

•• VideoVideo TeleTeleconferencingconferencing ((22--wayway video)video) 
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AudioAudio TeletrainingTeletraining:: 

StrStrengths:engths: 

•• VeryVery iinexpensivenexpensive 

•• EasEasyy toto setset uupp 

•• MiniMinimmaall ttrainingraining oonn eequipquipmmentent
 

•• UseUse eexistingxisting phonphonee lineslines 
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AudioAudio TeletrainingTeletraining:: 

WWeeaknesses:aknesses: 

•• NotNot aappropriateppropriate forfor ttrainingraining rrequiringequiring livelive oorr 

inteinteractiveractive vvideoideo 

•• ReqRequuiiresres pprere--distributiondistribution ooff vvisualisual mmaterialsaterials
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AudiogrAudiographicaphic Conferencing:Conferencing: 

StrStrengths:engths: 

•• VeryVery iinexpensivenexpensive 
•• EasyEasy toto setset uupp 
•• AbilityAbility toto shareshare ggraphicsraphics (chart(charts,s, gragraphs,phs, 

photogrphotographs,aphs, etc.etc.)) 
•• WhiteboardWhiteboard ccaapabilitypability 
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AudiogrAudiographicaphic Conferencing:Conferencing: 

WWeeaknesses:aknesses: 

•• NotNot aappropriateppropriate forfor ttrainingraining rrequiringequiring livelive oorr 
inteinteractiveractive vvideoideo 

•• MMaayy rrequirequiree prpree--distributiondistribution ooff ccoommppuuterter 
filesfiles 

•• RequiresRequires ssoommee ddegegreeree ooff ccoommputerputer litliteraceracyy 
toto developdevelop ccoursoursee mmaateriterialsals 
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CoCommputerputer ConferencingConferencing ((RealReal TiTimmee):): 

StrStrengths:engths: 

•• VeryVery iinexpensivenexpensive 

•• EasyEasy toto setset uupp 

•• MiniMinimmaall ttrainingraining oonn eequipquipmmentent 

•• UseUse eexistingxisting nnetworksetworks 

1414 



DistanceDistance LeLearningarning OOverviewverview
 

CoCommputerputer ConferencingConferencing ((RealReal TiTimmee):): 

WWeeaknesses:aknesses: 

•• NotNot aappropriateppropriate forfor ttrainingraining rrequiringequiring livelive oorr 
inteinteractiveractive vvideoideo 

•• IncoIncommppatibleatible cocomputers/softwaremputers/software mmaayy 
rreequirquiree prepre--distributiondistribution ooff vvisualisual mmaterialsaterials 
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InteractiveInteractive VideoVideo TeletrainingTeletraining:: 

StrStrengths:engths: 

•• TransTransmmitsits livelive vvideoideo andand aaudioudio 
•• CostCost effectiveeffective ((mmeediudiumm && llargearge audiences)audiences)
 
•• WidespreWidespreadad availavailaabbilityility ofof receivereceive ffacilitiesacilities
 
•• ResponseResponse ssyysstteemmss cancan increaseincrease interactivityinteractivity
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InteractiveInteractive VideoVideo TeletrainingTeletraining:: 

WWeeaknesses:aknesses: 

•• RequiresRequires aa lotlot ooff eequipquipmmentent ttoo bbroadroadcastcast 
signalsignal 

•• MaMayy rrequireequire installinstallationation oorr rrentalental ofof ssatelliteatellite 
recreceiveeive ddishesishes 

•• RequirRequireess tthorhoroughough trtrainingaining oonn eequipquipmmentent aatt 
recreceiveeive ssititeses 
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VideoVideo TeleTeleconferencing:conferencing: 

StrStrengths:engths: 

•• AllowsAllows thethe iinstructnstructoorr ttoo sseeee thethe lleeaarnernerrss
 
•• AllowsAllows forfor mmultipleultiple ““iinstructor”nstructor” sitessites 
•• AllowsAllows lealearnersrners ttoo iinteractnteract visuallvisuallyy wwiitthh 

eacheach otherother 
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VideoVideo TeleTeleconferencing:conferencing: 

WWeeaknesses:aknesses: 

•• HighHigh ttransransmmiissionssion costscosts 
•• HighHigh eequipquipmmentent ccostsosts forfor eacheach sitsitee 
•• DifficultDifficult toto mmaanagnagee visualvisual interainteractionction withwith 

mmuultipleltiple sitessites 
•• ManManyy ssyystestemmss aarere ““vvooiceice activitatedactivitated” f” foorr  

visualvisual contrcontrooll 
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AsyAsynnchrchronousonous TTeechnolochnologgies:ies: 

•• DelaDelayedyed iinteractionteractionn 

•• ““AAnytinytimmee && AAnywnywhhere”ere” 

•• MostlyMostly selfself--pacedpaced instructioninstruction 
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TTyypespes ooff AAsysynchrnchronousonous TTechnologiesechnologies:: 

•• CoCommputerputer BasBaseedd TTrainingraining ((CDCD--RoRomm)) 

•• OnOn--LineLine TrainingTraining (Internet(Internet && IntranIntranet)et) 
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CoCommputerputer BasBaseedd TTraining:raining: 

SterngthsSterngths:: 

•• SelfSelf--pacedpaced 
•• BranchingBranching bbasedased onon individualindividual answeanswerrss 
•• TestingTesting aandnd evaluaevaluationtion 
•• UseUse ooff ggrraaphics,phics, mmotion,otion, videovideo aandnd sosoundund
 
•• UseUse ooff eexistingxisting vvideoideo tapestapes andand ggraphicsraphics
 
•• InexpensiveInexpensive ddistributionistribution ccostsosts 
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CoCommputerputer BasBaseedd TTraining:raining: 

WWeeaknesses:aknesses: 

•• HighHigh ccostsosts forfor ddevelopevelopmmentent 

•• LLongong developdevelopmmentent aandnd rreevisionvision timtimeess 

•• ModerateModerate cocommputeputerr literacliteracyy sskillskills requiredrequired 

bbyy lelearnersarners 
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InternetInternet && IntranIntranetet Training:Training: 

StrStrengths:engths: 

•• SelfSelf--pacedpaced 
•• MateMaterialsrials easileasilyy uuppddatedated 
•• AcceAccessss otherother ssourcourceess rreeaall ttiimmee 
•• AcceAccessss mmuultipleltiple cocoursesurses 
•• InexpensiveInexpensive ddistributionistribution ccostsosts 

2424 



DistanceDistance LeLearningarning OOverviewverview 

InternetInternet && IntranIntranetet Training:Training: 

WWeeaknesses:aknesses: 

•• ModerateModerate toto highhigh cocommputerputer literacliteracyy sskillskills 
neneedededed toto creatcreatee WWebeb--basedbased ttrainingraining ssitesites 

•• VideoVideo andand ssoundound uussee llimimitedited 
•• SecuritySecurity mmeeasuresasures neededneeded toto stopstop unwantedunwanted 

useuserrss aandnd hackershackers 
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WWhhichich TechnologTechnologyy iiss tthehe “BE“BESSTT??”” 

•• ItIt Depends…Depends… 

•• YourYour SpecificSpecific ApplicationApplication 

•• YourYour PrPreviousevious TTeechnolochnologgyy IInvestmnvestmeentsnts
 

•• YourYour AbilityAbility toto DeDevelopvelop aandnd SupportSupport 
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SuSummmmaarry:y: 

•• DistanceDistance lealearningrning iiss notnot aa ppanacanaceaea 

•• TThhereree iiss nnoo oneone “b“best”est” technologytechnology 

•• MMiixedxed ttechnologyechnology apprapproachesoaches araree ggenenererallyally 
prprefereferrreedd ttoo aa singlesingle technologytechnology 

•• Application(s)Application(s) shouldshould ddetermetermiinene ttechechnologynology
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