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CDC’s Climate-Ready States  
and Cities Initiative 

 CDC’s effort to enhance capacity 
of state and local health agencies 
to deal with health challenges 
associated with climate change 
 

 CDC accomplishes this by: 
 Funding 18 state and local health 

departments 
 Providing framework and tools for 

planning, implementing, and evaluating 
climate adaptation strategies 



1 
Forecasting 

Climate Impacts 
and Assessing 
Vulnerabilities 

2 
Projecting the 

Disease Burden 

3 
Assessing  Public 

Health 
Interventions  

4 
Developing and 
Implementing a 

Climate and Health 
Adaptation Plan 

5 
Evaluating Impact 

and Improving 
Quality of 
Activities 

Building 
Resilience  
Against 
Climate  
Effects 

Climate and Health Program, National Center for Environmental Health 



BRACE Technical Guidance 



 CDC’s first guidance on how to 
assess vulnerable communities 
to climate change 

 Focus on state and local health 
departments vulnerability 
assessments 

 A deliverable to the President’s 
Climate Action Plan 

 

 
 

Environmental Justice Considerations are Key 



Determine Where Vulnerabilities Exist – 
Overlay Analysis 

 Sensitivity 
 Poverty (Census Tract) 
 Elderly Living Alone (Census Tract) 
 Impervious Surfaces (Census Tract) 
 Dialysis Patients (ZIP code) 

 Exposure 
 Heat Events,  >100F Heat Index, 2 days 

 Adaptive Capacity 
 Hospital infrastructure (County) 
 



National Center for Environmental Health 

Division of Environmental Hazards and Health Effects 

The network provides data on: 
 Extreme heat days and events 
 Heat vulnerability 
 Health effects associated with extreme heat 

http://ephtracking.cdc.gov/showHome.action 

The National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network 



National Center for Environmental Health 

Division of Environmental Hazards and Health Effects 

August September 

Historic temperature data (EPHTN) 



National Center for Environmental Health 
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Future modeled temperature data (EPHTN) 

Source: NOAA, National Climate Assessment 2014 



Upcoming data products 
 

Climate and Health Program 

National Center for Environmental Health 

• Precipitation 
• EPHT Portal (by county/year) 

• Historical (1979-2012) 
• NLDAS 

• Projected (2020-2099) 
• Eighth degree-CONUS Statistical Asynchronous 

Regional Regression Daily Downscaled Climate 
Projections 
 

• Drought 
• U.S. Drought Monitor 

• Weekly snapshot of U.S.  counties by 5 drought severity 
levels 
 



President’s Climate Data Initiative 

 Leverages extensive federal 
climate data to promote 
innovation and private-sector 
entrepreneurship in support of 
national climate-change 
preparedness 
 
 
 
 





For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
 
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA  30333 
Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348 
E-mail:  cdcinfo@cdc.gov  Web:  http://www.cdc.gov 
 
The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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