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I. EVENTS

56T AnnualMeeting and ToxExpor | - §gcjety of Toxicology (SOT) Meeting. NIEHS and NTP staff played a leading

: role in presenting science sessions and posters at the annual SOT meeting
March 12-16 in Baltimore. The combined NIEHS, NTP, and Environmental
Health Perspectives (EHP) exhibit booth, staffed by OCPL and others, was a
focal point for attendees to get information and receive hands-on experience
for two new resources — the Genomic Benchmark Dose (BMD) modeling
software, and the High-Throughput IVIVE Daily Dose Equivalent. The event
drew nearly 7,000 toxicologists and 335 exhibitors.

Two newsletter stories highlighted the NIEHS and NTP science talks and awards at SOT, including the
Distinguished Toxicology Scholar award given to Director Linda Birnbaum, Ph.D.

e Award-winning contributions highlighted at Society of Toxicology meeting

e NIEHS and NTP talk science at Society of Toxicology meeting

Endocrine Society Meeting. OCPL hosted an exhibit at the 2017 meeting March 30-April 4 in Orlando,
Florida. The Endocrine Society recognized the contributions of NIEHS Clinical Director Janet Hall, M.D.,
with the Sidney H. Ingbar Distinguished Service Award. Hall has served the society in numerous ways,
including a term as president, since attending her first meeting 27 years ago. Natalie Shaw, M.D., an
NIEHS clinical investigator and pediatric endocrinologist, received the 2017 Endocrine Society Early
Investigator Award. NIEHS postdoctoral researcher Matthew Quinn, Ph.D., also won an Endocrine
Society Early Investigator Award for his work on women'’s health issues, particularly menopause.

Women’s Health Awareness Day. OCPL worked closely with Joan Packenham of
DIR to proactively promote attendance for an April 8 local women’s health
awareness event she was leading with local partners. This preparation included
working with Packenham for an on-camera TV interview with local ABC affiliate
WTVD Channel 11, and helping develop materials for the conference and
website. This third annual event attracted nearly 600 women, men, and
children to the campus of North Carolina Central University (NCCU) in Durham, North Carolina. The
event provided a wealth of activities to educate and inspire the diverse group of people of all ages who
participated. An Environmental Factor story was developed (see photos at the end of this report).



https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/4/awards-recognition/contributions/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/4/feature/feature-1-toxicology/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/labs/crb/index.cfm
https://www.endocrine.org/awards/laureate-awards/sidney-h-ingbar-award-for-distinguished-service
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/labs/crb/pi/pn/index.cfm
https://www.endocrine.org/
http://abc11.com/health/free-health-screenings-for-women/1259243/
http://abc11.com/health/free-health-screenings-for-women/1259243/
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/5/community-impact/womens-health/index.htm

Promotional Materials were developed for the following NIEHS events/activities:

e NIEHS Annual Awards Ceremony — February 8

e  Spirit Lecture — March 24

e Distinguished lecture with David Page — March 3
Environmental Risks for Psychiatric Disorders — March 21-22

e OD Seminar on ambient air pollution with Yue-Liang Leon Guo — April 3

e Endocrine Society Meeting in Orlando — April 1-4

e Women's Health Awareness Day — April 8

e Distinguished lecture with Elaine Fuchs — April 11

e Environmental Awareness Advisory Committee seminars — April 14 and April 21
e OD Seminar with Frank von Hippel — April 19 (reschedule)

e Administrative Professionals Day — April 26

NTP Scientific Director candidate seminars — April 24, 26; May 1, 3

e Public Service Recognition Week — May 7-13

e Genomics Day —May 11

e Rodbell Lecture “How Chemical and Synthetic Biology Are Revolutionizing Biomedical Science”
by Bryan Roth Hill - May 16

e Epigenetics, Stem Cells, and Environmental Health Symposium and Workshop — June 1-2

See the monthly newsletter Environmental Factor for a comprehensive report of institute events.

Il. NEWS COVERAGE
Press Releases
January 20, NIEHS posted a link to a USC News release, Children with asthma are more likely to become

obese, USC study finds. The study, funded in part by NIEHS, was published in the American Journal of
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine.

February 10, NIEHS posted a link to a Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute press release, Sanger scientists
win £20 million ‘Grand Challenge’ funding from Cancer Research UK. A key data source for the project
will be rat and mouse tissue samples from the National Toxicology Program (NTP) Archives.

March 13, NIEHS posted a link to a Columbia University news release, Taking B Vitamins May Reduce
Epigenetic Effects of Air Pollution. NIEHS partially funded the study.

March 28, NIEHS posted a link to a Northwestern Now story, Female menstrual cycle in a dish. The
funding for the study was provided by NIEHS and NCATS.

April 27, NIEHS press release, Antidepressant May Enhance Drug Delivery to the Brain, highlighted work
by the Division of Intramural Research (DIR), which was published in the Journal of Cerebral Blood Flow
and Metabolism.

May 1, NIEHS joined with NHLBI and NIAID to put out a press release, NIH Research Improves Health for
People with Asthma, for Asthma Awareness Month, which highlighted NIH research.



https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/3/awards-recognition/awards/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/4/beyond-the-bench/spiritlecture/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/5/science-highlights/chromosomes/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/4/feature/feature-3-psychiatric/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/5/feature/feature-1-art-science/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/5/science-highlights/ecotoxicologist/index.htm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsletter/2017/5/
http://news.usc.edu/115079/children-with-asthma-are-more-likely-to-become-obese-usc-study-finds/
http://news.usc.edu/115079/children-with-asthma-are-more-likely-to-become-obese-usc-study-finds/
http://www.sanger.ac.uk/news/view/sanger-scientists-win-20-million-grand-challenge-funding-cancer-research-uk
http://www.sanger.ac.uk/news/view/sanger-scientists-win-20-million-grand-challenge-funding-cancer-research-uk
https://www.mailman.columbia.edu/public-health-now/news/taking-b-vitamins-may-reduce-epigenetic-effects-air-pollution
https://www.mailman.columbia.edu/public-health-now/news/taking-b-vitamins-may-reduce-epigenetic-effects-air-pollution
https://news.northwestern.edu/stories/2017/march/female-menstrual-cycle-reproductive-system/
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsroom/releases/2017/april27/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsroom/releases/2017/may1/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsroom/releases/2017/may1/index.cfm

News Coverage of NIEHS Science, Researchers, and Activities

February 2017 — 279 total news stories
March 2017 — 372 total news stories
April 2017 — 360 total news stories

Highlights from Newspapers, Trade Papers, and National Magazines (see full stories at end of report)

April 22, Tampa Bay Times wrote “Deepwater Horizon: Seven years after explosion and oil spill, study
finds cleanup workers got sicker,” which quoted Dale Sandler, Ph.D., of DIR, who co-leads the GuLF
STUDY.

April 20, The Rheumatologist wrote “ACR/EULAR Response Criteria Approved for Adult, Juvenile
Myositis,” which quoted Lisa Rider, M.D., deputy chief of the Environmental Autoimmunity Group in
Bethesda.

April 17, the Courier-Journal wrote “U of L studies how coal ash affects kids' health,” which highlights a
new study by grantees on coal ash.

April 17, a story by Today’s Dietitian, “Supplement Spotlight: Folic Acid's Impact on Autism,” mentioned
conclusions of a 2015 NTP expert panel on folic acid.

April 13, Adjacent Government conducted an interview with Christopher Weis, Ph.D., of OD, on
“Asbestos exposure can cause significant risks to health”

April 13, the Chicago Tribune mentioned a study conducted by NTP and EPA a decade prior, in the story
“Chromium spill near Lake Michigan brings new attention to cancer-causing pollutant.”

April 12, the Philadelphia Enquirer wrote “Chemicals Found in Many U.S. Streams: Study,” which
provided a link to the NIEHS webpage on water pollution.

April 12, Endocrine News included quotes from Quaker Harmon, M.D., of DIR, in the story “Let the
Sunshine In: New Studies llluminate Vitamin D.”

April 11, the New York Times, U.S. News & World Report, and Reuters reported on a congressional
investigation into monies NIEHS granted to Ramazzini, and questioning the scientific integrity of the
Italian organization, in the story “Italian Institute Criticized by U.S. Congress Defends Its Work.”

April 7, North Carolina Health News wrote about an NIEHS grantee who is “Investigating Heart Health
for Lumbee Women.”

April 6, Morning Ag Clips wrote on an Agricultural Health Study collaborative effort by NIEHS, NClI,
NIOSH, and EPA to reduce exposure to pesticides, in the story “Gloves may help prevent Parkinson's.”

April 6, the Genetic Literacy Project reported on NIEHS funding of Ramazzini in “Does National Institutes
of Health fund ‘scientifically questionable' European cancer groups?” Birnbaum was mentioned.

April 2, ScienceDaily higlighted work by an NIEHS grantee on “Early-life BPA exposure reprograms gene
expression linked to fatty liver disease.”



March 31, Mashable wrote “Scientists have recreated a period - and it's a big deal for women's health,”
on work being done by an NIEHS grantee. Les Reinlib, Ph.D., of DERT, was quoted.

March 29, the Tri-City Herald reported on NIEHS-funded research in the story “Asthma study hopes to
improve disease management among Valley children.”

March 28, Digital Journal wrote “Award-Winning Investigative Journalist Reveals Popular Cell Phones
Violate Radiation Exposure Guidelines when Realistically Tested,” which mentioned NTP and quoted
former NTP scientist Ronald Melnick, Ph.D.

March 28, Bloomberg BNA reported on NIEHS funding of Ramazzini in “House Science Panel Digs Into
U.S. Funding of European Institute.”

March 28, Atlantic Online wrote “No, We Can't Say Whether Cancer Is Mostly Bad Luck,” which quoted
Clare Weinberg, Ph.D., from DIR.

March 26, the Buffalo News story, “Exploring warming climate's impact on our health,” mentioned
various NIEHS-funded studies on the potential health impacts of warming.

March 24, FOX Business Network included quotes from Darryl Zeldin, M.D., in the story “'Dancing with
the Stars' Derek Hough Reveals the One Thing That Affects His Performance.”

March 23, the Baltimore Sun mentioned NTP cell phone study results in “Wifi in Md. schools may put
your kid at risk for cancer.”

March 20, The Rheumatologist ran an article written by Lisa Rider, M.D., and Fred Miller, M.D., Ph.D., on
“Environmental Factors in Pediatric Systemic Autoimmune Diseases.”

February 27, the Telegram and Gazette quoted John Bucher, Ph.D., in the story “Fluoridation remains a
complicated matter for Worcester.”

February 22, Environmental Health Trust wrote “Research Findings Presented at International
Conference Link Cell Phone Microwave Radiation to Cancer, Low Birth Weight and Sperm Damage.”
Birnbaum presented data from the NTP cell phone study at the conference.

February 9, Science article “In BPA safety war, a battle over evidence,” higlights the CLARITY-BPA
(Consortium Linking Academic and Regulatory Insights on BPA Toxicity) initiative headed by NIEHS.
Birnbaum is quoted.

February 7, Hoya story, “Former [Georgetown University] Employee's Lawsuit Reveals Mold Hazards,”
included a quote from Dori Germolec, Ph.D., of NTP.

February 1 and 2, the Chicago Tribune and Bloomberg News wrote about PFOA being found in fast-food
wrappers. Birnbaum was quoted in both stories.

lll. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND OUTREACH

In accordance with popular trends, NIEHS continues to expand its use of social media in effort to reach
new audiences with its environmental health messages. At present, NIEHS posts content through the
following platforms:
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e Facebook (targeted to a more general audience)
e Twitter (targeted to both the general public and science community)
e LinkedIn (targeted primarily to those in the environmental health career field)

Social Media Growth Trends
The spring months of 2017 saw continued growth in NIEHS social media followership.

e From January 1 to May 1, 2017, the NIEHS Twitter feed (@NIEHS) saw its followership grow from
13,319 to 13,786.

e During that time, the NIEHS Facebook page saw its followership grow from 17,264 “likes” to 17,739.

¢  Finally, the NIEHS LinkedIn page saw its followership grow from 1,893 to 2,018.

NIEHS Social Media Highlights:

OCPL promoted several NIEHS programs, initiatives, and personnel throughout the spring of 2017. Some
of these include:

¢ NIEHS Grantee Honored by White House — Compiled posts for Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn
congratulating Manish Arora of Mount Sinai for being honored by the White House as a rising early-
career scientist.

e OCPL Social Media Class — Taught a “Best Practices” class on social media for professionals to
participants in the NIEHS Scholars Connect Program. Class included a comprehensive discussion on
profile building, post writing, engagement, network growth, and more.

e Environmental Justice Day — Assembled posts for Facebook and Twitter to promote NIEHS
achievements in environmental justice for National Environmental Justice Day.

e 2017 SOT Tweets — Compiled several tweets and Facebook posts promoting NIEHS presence at the
2017 Society of Toxicology annual meeting.

e Environmental Risks for Psychiatric Disorders Workshop — Worked with DERT to pen custom posts
for Facebook and Twitter, as well as a Facebook photo album promoting this event. Posts contained
links to the workshop webpage, speaker bios, and the watch live webcast page for NIMH Director
Joshua Gordon (keynote speaker).

¢ NC Breathe Conference — Penned Facebook and Twitter posts promoting Sri Nadadur as the
keynote speaker.

¢ NIEHS Free Web Content Syndication — Created custom posts for Facebook and Twitter to help
promote the NIH/HHS Syndication feature for web content. Posts were then scheduled on a rotating
basis to run once a month.

¢ NIMHD Twitter Chat — Coordinated with DERT to craft multiple tweets promoting NIEHS programs
and resources on minority health disparities and environmental health research for a Twitter Chat.

Websites
e Completed web updates for the Clinical Research Branch in preparation for its BSC Review
March 6-7.

e Completed a new webpage for the Molecular Microscopy Consortium
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/facilities/mmc/index.cfm.

e Fellows’ Career Development public website was launched with a lot of new content
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/research/fellows/index.cfm.



https://www.facebook.com/NIH.NIEHS
https://twitter.com/niehs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-institute-of-environmental-health-sciences-niehs-
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/clinical/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/facilities/mmc/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/research/fellows/index.cfm

e Completed new webpages for Social and Environmental Determinants of Health Equity Group
[Epidemiology Branch]
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/labs/epi/pi/sedhe/index.cfm

o Completed major updates for the NIEHS Biomarkers of Oxidative Stress Study (BOSS)
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/resources/databases/bosstudy/index.cfm

e Contributed the to the Epidemiology Branch BSC Review preparation, by identifying 35 papers of
the month published by branch members from 2013 through 2017.
e Currently assisting NTP with content updates to “NTP Botanicals Dietary Supplements Research

Program” webpages.

e 20th Annual NIEHS Biomedical Career Symposium pages launched with online registration and
agenda builder.

Fact Sheets

e In March 2017, the fact sheet Tox21: Chemical Testing in the 21st Century was updated.

Scientific Conferences

e In March, OCPL staffed the NIEHS exhibit at the Society of Toxicology Meeting in Baltimore.
e OCPL also exhibited at the Endocrine Society Meeting in Orlando in April.

Christine Bruske Flowers

Director, Office of Communications and Public Liaison
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
National Institutes of Health

919-541-3665


https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/labs/epi/pi/sedhe/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/resources/databases/bosstudy/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/about/events/pastmtg/2017/biomedical/index.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/materials/tox21_3_508.pdf
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	• LinkedIn
	• LinkedIn
	• LinkedIn
	• LinkedIn

	 (targeted primarily to those in the environmental health career field) 



	 
	Social Media Growth Trends 
	 
	The spring months of 2017 saw continued growth in NIEHS social media followership. 
	 
	• From January 1 to May 1, 2017, the NIEHS Twitter feed (@NIEHS) saw its followership grow from 13,319 to 13,786. 
	• During that time, the NIEHS Facebook page saw its followership grow from 17,264 “likes” to 17,739. 
	• Finally, the NIEHS LinkedIn page saw its followership grow from 1,893 to 2,018. 
	  
	NIEHS Social Media Highlights: 
	 
	OCPL promoted several NIEHS programs, initiatives, and personnel throughout the spring of 2017. Some of these include:  
	 
	• NIEHS Grantee Honored by White House — Compiled posts for Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn congratulating Manish Arora of Mount Sinai for being honored by the White House as a rising early-career scientist.  
	• OCPL Social Media Class — Taught a “Best Practices” class on social media for professionals to participants in the NIEHS Scholars Connect Program. Class included a comprehensive discussion on profile building, post writing, engagement, network growth, and more.  
	• Environmental Justice Day — Assembled posts for Facebook and Twitter to promote NIEHS achievements in environmental justice for National Environmental Justice Day.  
	• 2017 SOT Tweets — Compiled several tweets and Facebook posts promoting NIEHS presence at the 2017 Society of Toxicology annual meeting.  
	• Environmental Risks for Psychiatric Disorders Workshop — Worked with DERT to pen custom posts for Facebook and Twitter, as well as a Facebook photo album promoting this event. Posts contained links to the workshop webpage, speaker bios, and the watch live webcast page for NIMH Director Joshua Gordon (keynote speaker). 
	• NC Breathe Conference — Penned Facebook and Twitter posts promoting Sri Nadadur as the keynote speaker.  
	• NIEHS Free Web Content Syndication — Created custom posts for Facebook and Twitter to help promote the NIH/HHS Syndication feature for web content. Posts were then scheduled on a rotating basis to run once a month.  
	• NIMHD Twitter Chat — Coordinated with DERT to craft multiple tweets promoting NIEHS programs and resources on minority health disparities and environmental health research for a Twitter Chat. 
	 
	Websites 
	• Completed web updates for the 
	• Completed web updates for the 
	• Completed web updates for the 
	• Completed web updates for the 
	Clinical Research
	Clinical Research

	 Branch in preparation for its BSC Review March 6-7. 


	• Completed a new webpage for the Molecular Microscopy Consortium 
	• Completed a new webpage for the Molecular Microscopy Consortium 
	• Completed a new webpage for the Molecular Microscopy Consortium 
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/facilities/mmc/index.cfm
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/facilities/mmc/index.cfm

	. 


	• Fellows’ Career Development public website was launched with a lot of new content 
	• Fellows’ Career Development public website was launched with a lot of new content 
	• Fellows’ Career Development public website was launched with a lot of new content 
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/research/fellows/index.cfm
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/research/fellows/index.cfm

	. 



	• Completed new webpages for Social and Environmental Determinants of Health Equity Group [Epidemiology Branch] 
	• Completed new webpages for Social and Environmental Determinants of Health Equity Group [Epidemiology Branch] 
	• Completed new webpages for Social and Environmental Determinants of Health Equity Group [Epidemiology Branch] 
	• Completed new webpages for Social and Environmental Determinants of Health Equity Group [Epidemiology Branch] 
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/labs/epi/pi/sedhe/index.cfm
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/atniehs/labs/epi/pi/sedhe/index.cfm

	  


	• Completed major updates for the NIEHS Biomarkers of Oxidative Stress Study (BOSS) 
	• Completed major updates for the NIEHS Biomarkers of Oxidative Stress Study (BOSS) 


	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/resources/databases/bosstudy/index.cfm
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/resources/databases/bosstudy/index.cfm
	https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/resources/databases/bosstudy/index.cfm

	 

	• Contributed the to the Epidemiology Branch BSC Review preparation, by identifying 35 papers of the month published by branch members from 2013 through 2017.  
	• Contributed the to the Epidemiology Branch BSC Review preparation, by identifying 35 papers of the month published by branch members from 2013 through 2017.  
	• Contributed the to the Epidemiology Branch BSC Review preparation, by identifying 35 papers of the month published by branch members from 2013 through 2017.  

	• Currently assisting NTP with content updates to “NTP Botanicals Dietary Supplements Research Program” webpages. 
	• Currently assisting NTP with content updates to “NTP Botanicals Dietary Supplements Research Program” webpages. 

	• 20th Annual NIEHS Biomedical Career Symposium
	• 20th Annual NIEHS Biomedical Career Symposium
	• 20th Annual NIEHS Biomedical Career Symposium
	• 20th Annual NIEHS Biomedical Career Symposium

	 pages launched with online registration and agenda builder.  



	 Fact Sheets  
	• In March 2017, the fact sheet 
	• In March 2017, the fact sheet 
	• In March 2017, the fact sheet 
	• In March 2017, the fact sheet 
	Tox21: Chemical Testing in the 21st Century
	Tox21: Chemical Testing in the 21st Century

	 was updated. 



	 
	Scientific Conferences 
	 
	• In March, OCPL staffed the NIEHS exhibit at the Society of Toxicology Meeting in Baltimore.  
	• In March, OCPL staffed the NIEHS exhibit at the Society of Toxicology Meeting in Baltimore.  
	• In March, OCPL staffed the NIEHS exhibit at the Society of Toxicology Meeting in Baltimore.  

	• OCPL also exhibited at the Endocrine Society Meeting in Orlando in April.  
	• OCPL also exhibited at the Endocrine Society Meeting in Orlando in April.  


	 
	Christine Bruske Flowers 
	Director, Office of Communications and Public Liaison 
	National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
	National Institutes of Health 
	919-541-3665 
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	HIGHLIGHTS FROM NEWSPAPERS, 
	TRADE PAPERS, AND NATIONAL MAGAZINES 
	Full Stories   
	4/22/2017 
	Tampa Bay Times 
	 
	Deepwater Horizon: Seven years after explosion and oil spill, study finds cleanup workers got sicker  
	On the seventh anniversary of the Deepwater Horizon disaster, the health impacts that the spewing oil had on the people who came into contact with it are still raising questions about how the cleanup was handled. The latest studies by the National Institutes of Health found that the thousands of workers who came into contact with the oil that coated the coastlines of four states in 2010 were more susceptible to health woes during the cleanup, according to Dale Sandler, chief of the NIH's epidemiology branch
	At this point, the NIH experts cannot say for sure that those symptoms were the result of chemical exposure, but that's the theory they're exploring. The Deepwater Horizon disaster began with a deadly explosion on April 20, 2010, and grew worse and worse from there. The oil rig 150 miles off the Louisiana coast exploded, killing 11 people and injuring 17. The rig sank, and two days later oil began gushing from 5,000 feet below the Gulf of Mexico's surface. Oil washed up on the coasts of Louisiana, Mississip
	http://www.tbo.com/news/deepwater-horizon-seven-years-after-explosion-and-oil-spill-study-finds-cleanup-workers-got-sicker-20170420/
	http://www.tbo.com/news/deepwater-horizon-seven-years-after-explosion-and-oil-spill-study-finds-cleanup-workers-got-sicker-20170420/
	http://www.tbo.com/news/deepwater-horizon-seven-years-after-explosion-and-oil-spill-study-finds-cleanup-workers-got-sicker-20170420/

	  

	 
	  
	4/20/2017 
	The Rheumatologist 
	 
	ACR/EULAR Response Criteria Approved for Adult, Juvenile Myositis 
	The ACR and EULAR have approved and released response criteria for adult and juvenile myositis, the result of a collaborative initiative that involved the International Myositis Assessment and Clinical Studies Group (IMACS) and the Paediatric Rheumatology International Trials Organisation (PRINTO). The decade-long collaboration was consensus driven, examined multiple clinical data sets and natural history studies, and used 1000Minds software for conjoint analysis. The consensus documents—“2016 American Coll
	Nicolino Ruperto, MD, MPH, at Istituto Giannina Gaslini in Genoa, Italy, and co-principal investigator, says the criteria “should be sensitive in detecting differences in improvement and in quantitating the degree of improvement either in current clinical practice or in future clinical trials.” Juvenile vs. Adult Thresholds. The response criteria are the same for adult DM/polymyositis (PM) and juvenile DM, but higher thresholds are specified for juvenile DM than for adult DM/PM, because more responsiveness 
	4. Patient/parents’ global activity; 5. Physical summary score of the Child Health Questionnaire—Parent Form 50 (CHQ-PhS); and 6. Childhood HAQ. In adults, a total improvement score of 20 or higher would be minimal improvement, 40 or higher would be moderate, and 60 or higher would be major. For juvenile patients, a total improvement score of 30 or higher would be minimal improvement, 45 or higher would be moderate, and 70 or higher would be major. According to the authors, these are hybrid response criteri
	Although these response criteria are intended for use in clinical trials, rheumatologists can apply them in day-to-day practice, Dr. Aggarwal says. A Web-based tool and downloadable calculator will be available later this year that will aid physicians in measuring a patient’s degree of response by entering the patient’s score on the core measures. “The Web-based instrument is primarily designed for clinical trials, but can be used by clinicians to assess response in their myositis patients in clinic,” he sa
	http://www.the-rheumatologist.org/article/acreular-response-criteria-approved-adult-juvenile-myositis/
	http://www.the-rheumatologist.org/article/acreular-response-criteria-approved-adult-juvenile-myositis/
	http://www.the-rheumatologist.org/article/acreular-response-criteria-approved-adult-juvenile-myositis/

	  

	 
	4/17/2017 
	Courier-Journal Online, The 
	 
	U of L studies how coal ash affects kids' health 
	A researcher at the University of Louisville is stepping up her study into whether coal ash from power plants may be making children in Louisville sick with a new study backed by federal research dollars. And she is looking for families that are willing to participate. The goal is to understand whether children who live closer to coal ash storage sites and power plants have greater neurobehavioral disorders than children who live further away, according to a news release. The study includes areas in Louisvi
	history of the children. In addition, researchers will collect toenail and fingernail clippings of children to test the level of metals such as manganese, chromium and lead found within the children’s bodies. Children also will be asked to take tests on a computer to evaluate neurobehavioral performance, according to a news release. Parents who participate will receive a $100 Visa gift card; their child will get a $25 Visa gift card. For more information, call or write to Zierold at 502-216-9673 or Kristina
	http://www.courier-journal.com/story/tech/science/environment/2017/04/17/u-l-studies-how-coal-ash-affects-kids-health/100568932/
	http://www.courier-journal.com/story/tech/science/environment/2017/04/17/u-l-studies-how-coal-ash-affects-kids-health/100568932/
	http://www.courier-journal.com/story/tech/science/environment/2017/04/17/u-l-studies-how-coal-ash-affects-kids-health/100568932/

	  

	  
	4/17/2017 
	Today's Dietitian - Online 
	 
	Supplement Spotlight: Folic Acid's Impact on Autism 
	Does supplementation during pregnancy increase children's risk of autism spectrum disorder? Folate, the generic term for both naturally occurring food folate and synthetic folic acid, is a water-soluble B vitamin occurring naturally in some foods, added to others via fortification, and available as a dietary supplement. Some of the best sources of food folate include dark green leafy vegetables (eg, spinach and turnip greens), liver, oranges and orange juice, asparagus, legumes, broccoli, and Brussels sprou
	folic acid intake during pregnancy and risk of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in children. In May 2015, the National Toxicology Program and Office of Dietary Supplements convened an expert panel to identify research needs related to the safe use of high intakes of folic acid, considering the current evidence base. The expert panel was tasked with identifying areas of consistency and uncertainty in the available research, identifying research needs based on review of the literature, and proposing approaches 
	data, and about 28% of children in this age range in the United States reportedly take supplements containing folic acid. Considering folic acid concentration in multivitamins can vary, future research focusing on optimal dosing of supplemental folic acid and other B vitamins could be beneficial. When talking with clients of childbearing age, it's important for RDs to remind them that the totality of currently available literature indicates a reduced risk of neural tube defects with periconceptional intake 
	http://www.todaysdietitian.com/newarchives/0417p22.shtml
	http://www.todaysdietitian.com/newarchives/0417p22.shtml
	http://www.todaysdietitian.com/newarchives/0417p22.shtml

	  

	 
	4/13/2017 
	Adjacent Government 
	 
	Asbestos exposure can cause significant risks to health 
	Dr. Christopher P. Weis of the National Institutes of Health, shares with Editor Laura Evans the dangers of long term asbestos exposure Asbestos is a term used to describe a group of 6 naturally occurring minerals that were mined and commercially marketed for a wide variety of products. Asbestos is just a small subset of dozens of naturally occurring elongated minerals that can cause disease if people come into contact with them on a daily basis. In the U.S exposure to these materials is fast becoming a maj
	biochemical responses that further aggravate the problem. This can lead to a variety of diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer, and a very lethal and aggressive form of cancer called mesothelioma. “Importantly and frequently, asbestos may cause non-cancer diseases that progress and become debilitating later in life and that we see a lot of that going on today, in several areas, there seems to be an epidemic of that non-cancerous disease associated with asbestos,” he adds. Problems caused by asbestos exp
	  
	exposure occurs to a wide variety of elongated minerals outside of the 6 that are regulated. Until we understand that and take active measures to protect public health for the un-regulated forms of asbestos, the health epidemic that is increasing worldwide and in this country will continue,” Weis concludes. 
	http://www.adjacentopenaccess.org/nhs-health-social-care-news/asbestos-exposure-cause-risks-health/32921/
	http://www.adjacentopenaccess.org/nhs-health-social-care-news/asbestos-exposure-cause-risks-health/32921/
	http://www.adjacentopenaccess.org/nhs-health-social-care-news/asbestos-exposure-cause-risks-health/32921/

	  

	 
	4/13/2017 
	Chicago Tribune - Post Tribune 
	 
	Chromium spill near Lake Michigan brings new attention to cancer-causing pollutant 
	While federal environmental officials scrambled to protect Lake Michigan from a cancer-causing metal spilled into a northwest Indiana tributary, their political bosses in President Donald Trump's administration are pushing a new budget that would scuttle efforts to crack down on the pollutant nationwide. The spill of hexavalent chromium, reported Tuesday by the U.S. Steel Midwest Plant in Portage, prompted the neighboring Ogden Dunes community to shut off its drinking water intake and the Indiana Dunes Nati
	  
	Chicago and other cities are below a controversial regulatory limit California later adopted: 10 parts per billion. The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment defines the health goal, 0.02 parts per billion, as an amount that reduces the lifetime risk of developing cancer to a point considered negligible by most scientists and physicians. The state's regulatory limit was adopted based on other considerations, including the added cost of water treatment. At home, people can reduce chromi
	http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-chromium-pollution-lake-michigan-met-2-20170412-story.html
	http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-chromium-pollution-lake-michigan-met-2-20170412-story.html
	http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-chromium-pollution-lake-michigan-met-2-20170412-story.html

	  

	 
	4/12/2017 
	Philly.com 
	 
	Chemicals Found in Many U.S. Streams: Study 
	The mixture of pollutants in many U.S. streams are more complicated and potentially more dangerous than previously thought, a new study suggests. Researchers checked for 719 organic chemicals in water samples from 38 streams across the United States and found more than half of those chemicals in the different samples. Every stream -- even those in wild and uninhabited areas -- had at least one of the chemicals and some had as many as 162, the study found. It was led by scientists from the U.S. Geological Su
	http://www.philly.com/philly/health/topics/HealthDay721485_20170412_Chemicals_Found_in_Many_U_S__Streams__Study.html
	http://www.philly.com/philly/health/topics/HealthDay721485_20170412_Chemicals_Found_in_Many_U_S__Streams__Study.html
	http://www.philly.com/philly/health/topics/HealthDay721485_20170412_Chemicals_Found_in_Many_U_S__Streams__Study.html

	  

	 
	  
	4/12/2017 
	Endocrine News 
	 
	Let the Sunshine In: New Studies Illuminate Vitamin D 
	Two recent studies in The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism shed light on various factors that affect vitamin D levels in the body. The links between vitamin D and certain forms of contraception as well as how it can be impacted by endocrine-disrupting chemicals have been given a closer look by endocrine researchers. Because of its wide-reaching implications for the functioning of many body tissues found in cardiovascular, digestive, immune, and reproductive systems, maintaining adequate vitami
	health implications of these findings may be quite large. It is likely that the downstream clinical outcomes potentially associated with subclinical alterations in circulating vitamin D concentrations are sex-dependent and depend on physiological state (i.e., pregnancy status, adolescence, etc.),” Meeker says. Once again, the best advice clinicians can give at this point is EDC avoidance when possible. Meeker explains, “Although the widespread use of these chemicals (and their alternatives) precludes comple
	http://endocrinenews.endocrine.org/let-sunshine-new-studies-illuminate-vitamin-d/
	http://endocrinenews.endocrine.org/let-sunshine-new-studies-illuminate-vitamin-d/
	http://endocrinenews.endocrine.org/let-sunshine-new-studies-illuminate-vitamin-d/

	  

	 
	4/11/2017 
	U.S. News & World Report 
	 
	Italian Institute Criticized by U.S. Congress Defends Its Work 
	An Italian research institute under scrutiny from American lawmakers, who have questioned why U.S. taxpayer money is awarded to it in grants, has strongly rejected criticism of its work and financing. In a statement sent to Reuters on Tuesday, the Italian-based Ramazzini Institute (RI), which conducts 
	research into cancer and its causes, stressed that its procedures "adhere to the most stringent international scientific standards". "We strongly reject the attempt to inject doubts about the scientific integrity of the Ramazzini Institute," it said. The RI is under pressure from the heads of two congressional committees who wrote last month to U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price asking for documents to explain the financial links between the U.S. National Institute of Environmental Health Sc
	https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-04-11/italian-institute-criticized-by-us-congress-defends-its-work
	https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-04-11/italian-institute-criticized-by-us-congress-defends-its-work
	https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-04-11/italian-institute-criticized-by-us-congress-defends-its-work

	  

	 
	4/11/2017 
	New York Times Online, The 
	 
	Italian Institute Criticized by U.S. Congress Defends Its Work 
	An Italian research institute under scrutiny from American lawmakers, who have questioned why U.S. taxpayer money is awarded to it in grants, has strongly rejected criticism of its work and financing. In a statement sent to Reuters on Tuesday, the Italian-based Ramazzini Institute (RI), which conducts research into cancer and its causes, stressed that its procedures "adhere to the most stringent international scientific standards". "We strongly reject the attempt to inject doubts about the scientific integr
	Responding, the RI said in its statement that while it had received financial support from the NIEHS from 2009 to 2016 of approximately 1.5 million euros, the majority of its funding came either from its own members, or from grants "from a great number of Italian and international authorities". The RI describes itself as "a non-profit cooperative with over 28,000 members", who it says are the owners of the Institute. "This model of shared ownership ensures the independence of its scientific activities," the
	https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2017/04/11/world/europe/11reuters-usa-health-ramazzini.html
	https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2017/04/11/world/europe/11reuters-usa-health-ramazzini.html
	https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2017/04/11/world/europe/11reuters-usa-health-ramazzini.html

	  

	 
	4/11/2017 
	Reuters Online 
	 
	Italian institute criticized by U.S. Congress defends its work 
	An Italian research institute under scrutiny from American lawmakers, who have questioned why U.S. taxpayer money is awarded to it in grants, has strongly rejected criticism of its work and financing. In a statement sent to Reuters on Tuesday, the Italian-based Ramazzini Institute (RI), which conducts research into cancer and its causes, stressed that its procedures "adhere to the most stringent international scientific standards". "We strongly reject the attempt to inject doubts about the scientific integr
	http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-health-ramazzini-idUSKBN17D272?il=0
	http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-health-ramazzini-idUSKBN17D272?il=0
	http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-health-ramazzini-idUSKBN17D272?il=0

	  

	 
	4/7/2017 
	North Carolina Health News 
	 
	Investigating Heart Health for Lumbee Women 
	When Tona Jacobs, the vibrant principal of Pembroke Elementary School, fainted twice at work five years ago, she figured she was just weak from giving blood earlier that day. But no. After her staff insisted she take an ambulance to a local hospital, an ultrasound revealed waxy plaque narrowing the arteries in her carotid arteries, connecting her brain to the rest of her body. That’s serious business, a symptom of atherosclerosis, which can lead to stroke, heart attack or death. “That was a scare. I may not
	some members also questioned her closely about what she planned to do with the blood samples after her study is finished, about five years from now. Brooks said she may destroy them, though she is not sure. No matter what the plan, her consent form for the study will put research subjects in charge of how the samples are used. “You have to be careful with consent so that people know what they are giving permission for signing up for,” Brooks said. A link in a chain Martin Luther Brooks, a Lumbee physician w
	http://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2017/04/07/investigating-heart-health-lumbee-women/
	http://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2017/04/07/investigating-heart-health-lumbee-women/
	http://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2017/04/07/investigating-heart-health-lumbee-women/

	  

	 
	4/6/2017 
	Morning Ag Clips 
	 
	Gloves may help prevent Parkinson's 
	A key to pesticide safety is literally in the palm of your hand. Good doses of caution and prevention can help keep agricultural producers safer from acute injuries and chronic diseases, said a Nebraska Extension educator. Clyde Ogg said acute injuries are those happening immediately – from an overturned tractor, for example. Chronic diseases occur over a longer period of time — Parkinson’s, a degenerative disorder of the central nervous system — is an example. One major study links Parkinson’s with using c
	Chemical-resistant gloves, for example, are made of barrier laminate, butyl rubber, nitrile rubber, neoprene rubber, natural rubber, polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or Viton. Ogg urges people handling pesticides to note these safety factors: – Water-resistant is not chemical-resistant, and typical household, cotton and leather gloves should never be used for protection from pesticides. – Never re-use any disposable, one-time use gloves or other PPE. Glove length, such as elbow-length, also may be spe
	https://www.morningagclips.com/gloves-may-help-prevent-parkinsons/
	https://www.morningagclips.com/gloves-may-help-prevent-parkinsons/
	https://www.morningagclips.com/gloves-may-help-prevent-parkinsons/

	  

	 
	4/6/2017 
	Genetic Literacy Project 
	 
	Does National Institutes of Health fund ‘scientifically questionable' European cancer groups? 
	As Democrats and the scientific establishment howl over President Trump’s proposed budget cuts to the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Congress is investigating whether that agency misspent U.S. tax dollars to fund two European cancer institutions now under scrutiny for conflicts of interest and dubious science. Key lawmakers also are trying to understand the nature of the cozy relationship between federal bureaucrats with budgets and foreign researchers who are eager to accept grants to promote a polit
	According to the Ramazzini Institute’s website, it achieves “extremely important results at international level [sic] in research into carcinogenic substances present in the environment we live in and in the food that we eat.” Ramazzini claims to work with NIH to develop “experimental data from long-term cancerogenesis bioassays . . . and make available to the scientific community the data of the studies published, and therefore to allow qualitative and quantitative evaluation of the risk and other research
	https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/04/06/national-institutes-health-fund-scientifically-questionable-european-cancer-groups/
	https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/04/06/national-institutes-health-fund-scientifically-questionable-european-cancer-groups/
	https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/04/06/national-institutes-health-fund-scientifically-questionable-european-cancer-groups/

	  

	 
	  
	4/2/2017 
	ScienceDaily 
	 
	Early-life BPA exposure reprograms gene expression linked to fatty liver disease 
	Exposure during infancy to the common plasticizer bisphenol A (BPA) "hijacks" and reprograms genes in the liver of newborn rats, leading to nonalcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) in adulthood. A new study has found how this process occurs, and researchers will present the results Saturday at ENDO 2017, the Endocrine Society's 99th annual meeting in Orlando, Fla. NAFLD is a buildup of extra fat in liver cells that is not caused by alcohol and that can lead to cirrhosis, or scarring, of the liver. This comm
	https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/04/170402111308.htm
	https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/04/170402111308.htm
	https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/04/170402111308.htm

	  

	 
	  
	3/31/2017 
	Mashable 
	 
	Scientists have recreated a period - and it's a big deal for women's health 
	For decades, science maintained an awkward relationship with women as research subjects. Basically, scientists ignored them for logistical and cultural reasons, hoping that studies involving men and male animals would apply to women as well. Here's the not-so-surprising twist: That's actually not how biology works. Sex and gender matter a lot when you're testing a new drug, trying to identify a disease's risk factors or hunting for a cure. This gender blind spot has put women's health at a big disadvantage,
	to the uterine tissue. There also isn't a brain to signal the beginning of ovulation through the pituitary gland — just a researcher jumpstarting the system with doses of reproductive hormones. The Woodruff lab is working toward using the tool for testing drug toxicity related to female reproductive organs. There also plans to create a male equivalent of Evatar called — wait for it — Adatar. In the meantime, we get the thrill of waiting to see if Evatar indeed catapults women's reproductive health and medic
	http://mashable.com/2017/03/31/scientists-create-menstrual-cycle-on-a-chip/
	http://mashable.com/2017/03/31/scientists-create-menstrual-cycle-on-a-chip/
	http://mashable.com/2017/03/31/scientists-create-menstrual-cycle-on-a-chip/

	  

	 
	3/29/2017 
	Tri-City Herald Online 
	 
	Asthma study hopes to improve disease management among Valley children 
	Two years ago, Ofelia Vidal was bringing her son Julian to the emergency room a half-dozen times a month. Anytime he coughed, anytime he started breathing heavily, anytime he appeared at all distressed, the worried mother rushed him to the hospital. She didn’t know what else to do. But now, after participating in asthma programs through Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic over the past year, Vidal and her 6-year-old son have the education and the tools to confidently manage his asthma at home. “He hasn’t gone
	the families also are part of Farm Workers’ broader Asthma Project, which involves three visits in a three- or four-month period for asthma educators to come into the home and teach families about the risk factors and behaviors that contribute to asthma, such as carpets that hold in dust particles or cleaning products that can aggravate a child’s lungs. In the Vidal home, carpets were one of the first things to go after joining the Farm Workers project. Vidal pulled up the carpet in the living room and in J
	http://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article141372418.html
	http://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article141372418.html
	http://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article141372418.html

	  

	 
	3/28/2017 
	Digital Journal 
	 
	Award-Winning Investigative Journalist Reveals Popular Cell Phones Violate Radiation Exposure Guidelines when Realistically Tested 
	An independently commissioned investigation by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) found that when cell phones were radiation tested in the ways devices are commonly used—such as in the pocket, bra or lap—the radiation detected inside the user's body surpassed the government allowable maximum level. In this week's CBC award-winning Marketplace program entitled "The secret inside your cellphone," acclaimed reporter Wendy Mesley announced results from a US government certified testing laboratory. The 
	directly against the body, the radiation is multiplied by three to four times and exceeds government limits. The CBC found most people are unaware that all cell phone manufacturers' instructions specify that there should be a distance between the phone and the user's body in order not to be exposed to untested levels of radiation. CBC conducted an independent survey of more than 11,000 Canadians to determine if the public knew about these instructions to distance phones from their bodies. The survey found m
	Department of Public Health to release suppressed advisory guidelines on "Cell Phones and Health" to University of Berkeley Professor Dr. Joel Moskowitz. Originally drafted in 2010, the released California Public Health Cell Phones guidance states, "Health officials are concerned about possible health effects from cell phone EMFs because some recent studies suggest that long-term cell phone use may increase the risk of brain cancer and other health problems." A decade ago, in 2007, University of Pittsburgh 
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	3/28/2017 
	Bloomberg BNA 
	 
	House Science Panel Digs Into U.S. Funding of European Institute 
	Members of Congress are looking to investigate how the Department of Health and Human Services funds an obscure scientific institution in Italy. House Science, Space and Technology Committee Chairman Lamar Smith (R-Texas) and Oversight Subcommittee Chairman Darin LaHood (R-Ill.) sent a letter March 24 to Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price asking for documents they hope will clarify the financial ties between the National Institutes of Health’s National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences a
	specifically target the Ramazzini Institute, representatives of the initiative have linked former Ramazzini scholars with the IARC panel on glyphosate. “CAPHR intends to promote reform of IARC. But evidence is emerging that Ramazzini and IARC are in close collaboration,” said Campaign for Accuracy in Public Research spokeswoman Ana Heeren in an email. The free-market law institute E&E Legal also sued HHS last week for withholding responses to the watchdog’s public records requests on the Ramazzini Institute
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	3/28/2017 
	Atlantic Online, The 
	 
	No, We Can't Say Whether Cancer Is Mostly Bad Luck 
	Two years ago, Time wrongly reported that “Most cancer is beyond your control.” The Guardian incorrectly wrote: “Two-thirds of adult cancers largely ‘down to bad luck’ rather than genes.” And the BBC misleadingly said: “Most cancer types ‘just bad luck.’” All of these deceptive headlines arose from a widely misinterpreted study that looked at the role of random chance in initiating cancers. That paper was itself criticized for a slew of methodological flaws, and spawned more than a hundred rebuttals. Its au
	luck?” Such headlines were disastrously wrong. For a start, Tomasetti and Vogelstein looked at the differences between body parts, not people. Their data explained why tumors are more likely to strike the bowel than the brain, but not this bowel versus that one. As oncologist Vinay Prasad tweeted: “[Their] paper does not explain to cancer patients why they got cancer. [It] explains why cancer doctors get more colon cancer consults than sarcoma consults.” Last week, the controversial duo returned with anothe
	preventable. As it is, we have a vaccine for it. “We can’t use things that are unknown,” counters Tomasetti. “If new environmental factors will be discovered,” maybe the daunting 66 percent figure will go down. Then again, it could also go up since the Western population is ageing (and age brings even more stem cell divisions), and since public health policies might reduce the contribution of environmental factors. Wu and others argue that Tomasetti hasn’t even taken account of known unknowns—sources of env
	highest-risk genes are not guarantees. Cancers are all about probabilities, and this is one of the hardest things about the diseases to convey. You can do everything “wrong” and slip through the net. You can do everything “right” and still get come up short. Tomasetti and Vogelstein have said that they hope to alleviate the guilt felt by patients—and especially parents of children with cancer—who read that many cancers are preventable and feel that they’re to blame for their poor health. That is a noble goa
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	3/26/2017 
	Buffalo News Online, The 
	 
	Exploring warming climate's impact on our health 
	At the outset, let me tell you some theoretical human health impacts from ongoing climate warming in the mean are just that - theoretical. I was brought to this topic by an article I received from what I consider an advocacy group which might not be as objective as I’d prefer. I sought out what I feel is a more objective organization with a deeper foundation of scientific expertise and research underlying its hypotheses, evidence, and actual peer-reviewed conclusions. The U.S. National Institutes of Health/
	likely become less common, more extreme heat is already upon the planet, and increasing. Peer reviewed analysis shows the European heat wave of 2003 was associated with 70,000 premature deaths. A shorter Chicago heat wave in 1995 is linked with 739 premature deaths in 5 days. Yes, we had terrible heat waves in the past, such as in some years during the 1930s. But we are irrefutably experiencing more heat waves globally in recent decades. We are also seeing more elevated ozone pollution events at the surface
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	3/24/2017 
	FOX Business Network Online 
	 
	'Dancing with the Stars' Derek Hough Reveals the One Thing That Affects His Performance 
	Allergies are more than runny noses and watering eyes, they are also a serious blow to the U.S. economy. Costs associated with allergies, including doctor visits, medicine, and other expenses, surpass $18 billion each year, according to the CDC. Those 1 in 5 people who suffer from an allergy have missed roughly 6 million work or school days, as reported by the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America. “Allergies this time of year are a real problem particularly in parts of the country where grasses and weed
	the Eh Bee family on the Greater American Roadtrip,” says Hough. The family will be traversing the country, stopping off at cities and giving back to the local communities, all with a twist. “They’ll be doing conservation projects, working with animals, working with marine life so all of these projects they are giving back to the community but also, that might trigger an allergy,” says Hough. Besides raising awareness, Dr. Zeldin says investing in medical research will help fight allergies both on the healt
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	3/23/2017 
	Baltimore Sun Online, The 
	 
	Wifi in Md. schools may put your kid at risk for cancer 
	Thank you, Gov. Larry Hogan, for appointing thoughtful, brave medical experts to Maryland's Children's Environmental Health and Protection Advisory Council (CEHPAC). Your next challenge is to get the Maryland school superintendents to heed the council's well-founded advice: reduce and restrict children's wireless radiation (wifi). With distinguished experts in child health, neurodevelopment and pediatrics, the council draws on the well-established public health principle that stopping harm now is always bet
	scientific findings, public health officials from California to Connecticut are developing guidelines for limiting exposures. In contrast, the Maryland Superintendents Association is ignoring calls to reduce wireless in schools from these and other health experts. Remarkably, Maryland school authorities have committed billions to new technology with no consideration for whether this puts children's health at risk or actually improves learning. In a letter opposing limits on radiation in schools, they argue 
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	3/20/2017 
	The-Rheumatologist.org 
	 
	Environmental Factors in Pediatric Systemic Autoimmune Diseases 
	By Lisa G. Rider, MD, & Frederick W. Miller, MD, PhD  
	Systemic autoimmune diseases are thought to result from immune dysregulation in genetically susceptible individuals who were exposed to environmental risk factors. Many studies have identified genetic risk factors for these diseases, but concordance rates among monozygotic twins are 25–40%, suggesting that nonheritable environmental factors play a more prominent role. Through carefully conducted epidemiologic and other approaches, environmental factors for adult forms of these diseases have been identified 
	from November to March and nadir in the summer months compared with the general population, but a Danish national study of JIA found no birth seasonality and no temporal or spatial clustering of cases. In juvenile myositis, there was no overall seasonality to birth dates in a national study population, but subgroups of patients had seasonal birth distributions, including Hispanic patients, who had a peak birth seasonality in mid-October, and anti-p155/140 autoantibody negative JDM patients, who had a peak b
	parental income in a national Danish case-control study of incident JIA cases, which used socioeconomic registry data to extract demographic and socioeconomic factors (see Table 2, Demographics). Having any siblings, particularly three or more siblings, was protective for JIA risk in an Australian case-hospital control questionnaire study. No effect of sibling number was reported in the Swedish case-control registry study or birth order in the Seattle case-control study. These first two studies are consiste
	In a small Brazilian case-control study based on questionnaire data, maternal occupational exposure to chalk dust or gasoline vapor was associated with JDM. Smoking Because smoking is less frequent in children than adults, studies examined parental smoking during pregnancy and passive smoke exposure in the home. Studies of maternal smoking during pregnancy suggest mixed effects (see Table 2, Smoking). The Finnish Medical Birth Registry study showed that maternal smoking was associated with a higher risk of 
	conducted and sufficiently powered investigations have found a role for early life infections and antimicrobial use as risk factors for JIA, which challenge the hygiene hypothesis. Premature or post-term birth, fewer siblings in the family, maternal smoking during pregnancy and air pollution are possible risk factors for JIA, but they need confirmation and further examination of JIA subtypes. Studies in other pediatric autoimmune diseases are smaller, with antecedent infection and short-term exposure to ult
	conducted and sufficiently powered investigations have found a role for early life infections and antimicrobial use as risk factors for JIA, which challenge the hygiene hypothesis. Premature or post-term birth, fewer siblings in the family, maternal smoking during pregnancy and air pollution are possible risk factors for JIA, but they need confirmation and further examination of JIA subtypes. Studies in other pediatric autoimmune diseases are smaller, with antecedent infection and short-term exposure to ult
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	2/27/2017 
	Telegram & Gazette Online 
	 
	Fluoridation remains a complicated matter for Worcester 
	Dr. G. Robert Evans said he was always determined his kids wouldn't have any cavities. As a dentist, he had his children use fluoride drops, fluoride tablets and fluoride gels, especially his son, a budding actor. "Then his permanent teeth came in," said Dr. Evans, who runs a holistic medical and dental practice in Groton. "And I thought, 'Oh my God, what have I done?' " The enamel was severely mottled, blemished by unsightly brown and white spots. "This was a kid who grew up on stage acting. He can't have 
	He has traveled to different communities in Massachusetts since, including Worcester, to speak out against it. A report released Feb. 8 by the Massachusetts Health Council and the University of Massachusetts Medical School's Center for Health Law and Economics strongly supports community water fluoridation, an opinion not everyone shares. It is a biennial report the health council puts out called the Common Health for the Commonwealth on social determinants of health and preventable health conditions. Worce
	public health benefit to fluoridation. "There's reasonable evidence that fluoridation improves dental health, particularly in areas of low socioeconomic status where individuals aren't getting the dental care they would get if they had access to dentistry and a higher level of care," he said. "We want to make sure that if there is a benefit, it far exceeds the potential downsides," he said. "That's why we are doing what we are doing." Under Massachusetts law, the local board of health has the jurisdiction t
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	2/22/2017 
	Environmental Health Trust 
	 
	Research Findings Presented at International Conference Link Cell Phone Microwave Radiation to Cancer, Low Birth Weight and Sperm Damage 
	Scientists from 10 nations evaluated the latest peer reviewed body of evidence linking adverse health effects to wireless radiation at an expert forum that was held in late January at Hebrew University. The scientists call for policy actions to reduce exposure were recommended, such as legislation that significantly and more protectively reduces human exposure to RF, minimization of wireless in schools and public places, and national campaigns about screen time and children's health. The event was organized
	exposed to cell phone radiation. The Ramazzini study radiation exposures were orders of magnitude lower density of Radiofrequency (RF) fields than the NTP study exposures and were set to mimic cell tower radiation exposure levels. The meeting was co-chaired by Devra Davis, PhD, MPH, visiting Professor of Medicine of The Hebrew University, who provided an update on research findings that link wireless radiation to brain, liver and skin damage in prenatally exposed animals, and Professor Emeritus of Medicine,
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	2/9/2017 
	Science 
	 
	In BPA safety war, a battle over evidence 
	In the 1930s, a U.K. biochemist made a curious observation that today remains at the center of a raging debate about chemical safety. He noticed that the synthetic chemical bisphenol A (BPA) weakly mimics the human hormone estrogen. In the decades that followed, BPA became a ubiquitous ingredient in epoxy resins and polycarbonate plastic, used by the millions of tons every year for everything from dental sealants to plastic water bottles. But BPA doesn't stay put. In the 1990s, Stanford University researche
	says Tom Zoeller, a research endocrinologist at the University of Massachusetts (UMass) in Amherst, who has studied how BPA interacts with the thyroid system. Today, some scientists and regulators are wrestling with how to bridge this divide. One of the most ambitious efforts is a $30 million initiative headed by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) in Durham, North Carolina. It's getting academic and government scientists to merge their methods, in hopes of shedding more light on
	says. Screening the science FDA's handling of the science around tiny doses of BPA illustrates the gulf between these two kinds of studies. In 2008, the agency declared that the amount of BPA people typically ingest from food poses no health risks. It relied chiefly on two GLP guideline studies that found no evidence of harm from low doses. Both were done by a private lab with funding from the plastics industry. Since then, FDA has reviewed emerging research several times. It has now acknowledged there is s
	method in guideline studies, because it allows for exact control of doses. Some university scientists lobbied for the gentler measures used in their labs, such as training the animals to sip BPA-infused oil from a tiny straw. They argued the gavage could stress the animals, potentially skewing test results. Gavage won out. Despite CLARITY's hiccups, Birnbaum says, "we think it could be a model" for future studies. "Say for a high-volume compound of major industrial significance, it might be worth doing this
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	2/7/2017 
	Hoya - Online, The 
	 
	Former Employee's Lawsuit Reveals Mold Hazards 
	When Aleta Mack, a former executive assistant to Georgetown University Police Department Chief Jay Gruber, started experiencing breathing difficulties and headaches while in Village C West in August 2014, Mack filed an external complaint for a health hazard evaluation while requesting a accommodation from the university. Mack was not able to come to an agreement with the university on her work and was ultimately put on suspension and terminated from the university’s employment March 5, 2015. Two years later
	the university violated the ADA by failing to accommodate her respiratory issues stemming from mold exposure. On Aug. 4, 2014, Mack filed her first complaint with the university after she suspected that her medical issues were caused by the mold. In response, the university conducted remediation work and air sampling Aug. 21, 2014 to demonstrate that there was no more harmful mold left. However, Mack and other GUPD employees whose names cannot be disclosed were not satisfied and filed an external complaint 
	According to Germolec, mold can be found almost everywhere and is generally not dangerous. “Mold is really everywhere. It is impossible to avoid. We are all exposed to it all the time. In normal concentrations it’s not harmful,” Germolec said. But when someone has pre-existing respiratory conditions, the effects can be detrimental. “About 15 minutes after arriving at work she had onset of difficulty breathing with postnasal drainage, itchy throat, chest tightness, feeling of pressure and pain in the crown a
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	2/2/2017 
	Bloomberg News Online 
	 
	Burgers Aren’t the Only Fast-Food Products That Could Harm You 
	The risky chemicals that keep cooking grease from leaking out of fast-food containers are widespread, according to a peer-reviewed study released Wednesday. Researchers said they detected fluorine in nearly half the 400 container samples from 27 fast-food chains, including the four largest in the U.S., McDonald’s Corp., Starbucks Corp., Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc. and Yum! Brands Inc. That’s an indication that potentially dangerous chemicals, called PFAS, were present in wrappers for popular items like burg
	with FDA requirements, the company is “in the process of obtaining documentation from our suppliers that the packaging materials they supply to Chipotle are PFC-free,” and in light of the study, will continue to make that a priority, Arnold said. “We take food safety very seriously,” Quiznos Chief Executive Officer Susan Lintonsmith said in an e-mail. “We were just made aware of this study and we are working with our suppliers to fully understand the situation.” A Starbucks spokeswoman declined to comment. 
	https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-02/fast-food-wrappers-may-contain-dangerous-chemicals-study-shows
	https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-02/fast-food-wrappers-may-contain-dangerous-chemicals-study-shows
	https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-02/fast-food-wrappers-may-contain-dangerous-chemicals-study-shows

	  

	 
	2/1/2017 
	Chicago Tribune 
	 
	Potentially dangerous chemicals found in fast-food wrappers, researchers say 
	For more than three decades, fast-food chains have relied on the chemical industry to keep grease and oil from soaking through burger wrappers, french fry cartons and pizza boxes. Few questioned the safety of the specially coated food packaging until the early 2000s, when lawsuits uncovered the history of a class of chemicals that were widely used in consumer goods with practically no government oversight. Researchers slowly began to realize that many of those compounds, known as perfluorinated chemicals, o
	King, Starbucks and other restaurants contained fluorine, a key building block in PFCs. Some contained traces of PFOA, one of the chemicals banned by the FDA — though the study does not identify which chains sold packaging with the substance. The study, published Wednesday in the peer-reviewed journal  
	Environmental Science & Technology Letters, highlights the long, often difficult process of identifying new chemicals in the marketplace and determining if they can cause harm. It also raises questions about corporate branding. McDonald’s and Burger King, for instance, have promoted their packaging as “PFOA-free,” meaning it doesn’t contain banned PFCs. Fluorine, however, was detected in samples collected from both chains — indicating companies have embraced chemicals related to PFOA. “We just don’t know en
	manufacturing plants along the Ohio River in West Virginia. A legal settlement required the company to finance a detailed study of thousands of people who were exposed to the chemicals in drinking water.  
	Federal juries in Ohio have since found DuPont liable for diseases caused by PFOA and ordered the company to pay three multimillion-dollar verdicts. The company, which spun its perfluroninated chemicals unit into another company called Chemours, faces at least 3,500 other lawsuits related to the chemical. 
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