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OSHA Activities

• Ensure that workers have 
safety and health training 
and protection necessary to 
avoid injuries and illnesses
– Technical Assistance to UC 

and Agencies
– Conduct Interventions (3,244 

site visits)
– Develop and implement 

exposure assessment and 
sampling plan



OSHA Worker Exposure Assessment and 
Sampling Activities

• Information collected on 
employers, workers, and 
work tasks (standard 
form)
– Hazards
– PPE
– Controls

• Sampling Strategy
– Three (3) work zones
– Sixteen (16) specific work 

tasks



Sampling Tasks

1. Manual scraping
2. Sump and 

pump/vacuum
3. Manual removal of oil 

materials
4. Low pressure flushing
5. Manual sorbent 

application
6. Manual cutting
7. In-situ burning
8. Vacuum truck, vacuum 

pumps, portable 
skimmers

9. Oil mop
10. Recovery of oil from 

groundwater
11. Marsh-non shore 

cleanup operations 
(SCAT)

12. Skimming
13. High pressure cleaning
14. Manual removal of solid 

tar balls
15. On shore support
16. Float support 
17. Other



IH Sampling

• Chemical Agents
– Oil
– Dispersants
– Cleaning agents
– Combustion products

• Physical energy
– Noise
– Heat



IH Sampling – Direct Reading and 
Integrated

• Personal Samples
– Breathing zone

• Area Samples
– Areas frequently occupied 

by workers
• Special Samples 

(characterization)
– Bulks (air, solid, liquid)
– Worst case



Summary of Samples – Through 8/9/10

• Posted to website
– 627 samples
– 2532 results

• In process
– 230 samples

• Direct reading
– 155 samples
– 549 results

• Noise
– 21 samples
– 38 results
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